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he yellow and red fever that has 

hit this World Cup has invigo- 

rated debate here in France to 

the point of emotional irrational- 
ity. Every pundit, self styled or otherwise, 
has a view on it. 

There are violent arguments going on in 
every cafe, journalists are venting their 
spleens, players and coaches are firing big 
bullets at the referees and their instructors. 

The views vary, the majority | am not 
happy to say is of the conservative variety. 
‘That is those who are saying this is card 
happy madness and if allowed to continue 
will ruin the tournament. 

Jam of the other view. What else could 1 
be when Johnny Warren and | both 
bemoaned on SBS those unpunished, crude 
tackles in the early rounds? 

Why should we now blame the referees 
for dishing out the very punishment we 
were calling for? 

‘The critics are pointing the finger square- 
ly at FIFA chief Sepp Blatter and his soon 
to be director of sports, Michel Platini. 

Midway through last week Blatter attend- 
ed a referees gathering and blew them away 
for going easy on the rough-heads, threaten- 
ing to send home refs who do not comply 
with the edict that dangerous tackling is an 
immediate red, much less yellow card. 

He made the point that the number one 


oI Rance 


Corner Epping Rd and 


gem in the France 98 galaxy of stars, 
Ronaldo, was crudely kicked in the groin by 
Moroccan who didn’t even get a yellow 
much less a red for it. 

The incident highlights the spirit of the 
FIFA edict and that is to protect the game's 
creative players and entertainers. What 
chance of this being implemented, Blatter 
asked, if the game's number one is hacked 
out of the Cup without protection? 

Thave to confess to sharing Blatter’s ide- 
ology. Even before the World Cup had 
kicked off a number of stars, major attrac 
tions whom the world was hoping to see 
here, went missing because of injury. 
Juninho, Romario, Ravanelli, Sammer, 
Wright are not here, Juninho, as a result of 
‘one of the dirtiest challenges I have ever 
seen made on an attacking player. Can the 
World Cup afford the same risks to the 
‘attacking stars that are left? 

Of course not. The critics say there is a 
real danger now of too many players being 
suspended and the Cup being ruined. 

To them I say, not if the would be dirty 
tacklers lear from the new edict and refrain 
from reckless ruggedness, 

If that happens we may still get what 
Blatter envisaged, and that is a cleaner 
World Cup where we can begin to enjoy the 
true talents of the creative players. 

In any case, apart from French playmaker 


Herel 
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Zinedine Zidane and Dutchman Patrick 
Kluiyert, I have no problem with some of 
the thugs that got their marching orders. 
Frankly good riddance to them and the 
World Cup will only be richer without 
them. 

What the critics of the edict also forget 
that this is not a new law of the game but 
‘merely a strict interpretation of an existing 
law. 

Serious foul play has always been a send- 
off offence it’s just that not all referees read 
serious foul play the same way. So what is 
wrong with referees merely implementing 
properly the laws of the game? 

By the way a curious statistic is emerging 
when one reads through the names of play- 
ers who have been booked. 

European teams have received an average 
of 2.6 yellow cards per game, South 
American nations 2.9, Africans 3.4, Asians 
1.5, Concacaf 1.7. Is there a trend here? 
Notice how Africans are being more readily 
booked than anyone else? 

Could it be, as some already suspect, that 
referees are ready to punish Third World 
players but shy away from booking the lily 
white European stars? 

I'll let you ponder on that until next 
week. 
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Compiled by ABSW 


MASS SACKINGS 


outh Korea coach Cha Bum- 

kun was sacked on Sunday 

after his side were thrashed 

5-0 by the Netherlands and 
eliminated from the World Cup 
finals, His dismissal comes 24 hours 
after Carlos Alberto Parreira was 
sacked by Saudi Arabia after they 
too failed to make it past the first 
round. 

Organisers said Cha had been 
informed on Sunday morning of the 
decision to sack him which was taken 
in the hours after he Dutch defeat. 

South Korea were beaten 3-1 by 
Mexico in their opening game in group 
E. The Koreans, due to host the World 
Cup with Japan in 2002, have yet to 
win a game in 13 attempts at five 
finals. 

Cha is temporarily succeeded by his 
deputy, 

Saturday's defeat was South Korea’s 
heaviest since the 1954 finals. Cha, 
who played in the German Bundesliga 
and was one of Asia’s most famous 
soccer players, took over as coach in 
January 1997. 

Meanwhile Two South African 
players, Brendan Augustine and 
Naughty Mokoena (we are not joking, 
really) are to be sent home after 
spending Saturday night at a night club 
in Vichy, 

They only returned to the team hotel 
in the early hours of Sunday morning. 
The South African Football 


Association said the two players had 
been suspended for the rest of the 
World Cup. 

And in other news, Norway coach 


Egil Olsen clarified remarks made 
earlier in the World Cup that he could 
make Brazil a better side, 

Olsen explained that when he said 
his coaching methods could improve 
Brazil, he was not saying he was a 
better coach than Mario Zagallo. 

“T did not say I am a better coach 
than him for Brazil, but I said my 
systems would work for Brazil, and 
could improve them, like any other 
team in the world.” 

The two sides meet today with 
Norway needing to avoid a heavy 
defeat and then rely on a draw between 
Morocco and Scotland to qualify for 
the second round on goal difference. 

And Saudi players said they were 
“not happy” with the decision to fire 
coach Carlos Alberto Parreira and 
hoped Parreira could return in the 
future. 

Saudi Arabia, which reached the 
second round in its World Cup debut in 
1994, was eliminated from the 1998 
championships after losing 1-0 to 
Denmark and 4-0 to France in the first 
round Parreira was fired by the Saudis 
Saturday for the team’s early exit. 

“| was not very happy to hear about 
Parreira's dismissal,” said Mohammed 
al-Kharashi, who took charge of the 
World Cup squad after Parreira’s 
sacking. “Surely we will miss him. 
He’s not only a great coach, but also a 
great person. He did his best for the 
team.” 

Al-Karashi was a student of 
Parreira’s 12 years ago. 

Saudi players, some of whom were 
seen hugging Parreira before he left the 


hotel Saturday to get the “bad news.” 

Early Sunday, after training without 
Parreira, Saudi players bid farewell to 
the former coach and thanked him for 
his guidance. 

“He meant a lot to me. He was just 
like a big brother,” said Saudi forward 
Sami al-Jaber. “He had a big hand in 
bringing me in the opening lineup and 
he paid equal attention to all the 
players. For sure, we are going to miss 
him and I hope he will return as our 
coach in the future,” 
~ And finally, Passarella, skipper of 
Argentina’s 1978 World Cup-winning 
team, could emulate Franz 
Beckenbauer by becoming only the 
second man to captain then coach a 
team to victory in the Final. 

But he said: “For us, a satisfactory 
conclusion to this campaign would be 
to reach the semi-finals. Anything more 
would be a bonus, a dream.” 

Those comments enraged Gabriel 
Batistuta, who could come up against 
England if both teams qualify as 
expected from their groups. 

“It is not good enough for us,” said 
the 29-year-old Fiorentina striker. “I 
am aiming to win the Cup, not finish 
anywhere else: To think like that is not 
right for Argentina. 

“That is not positive enough. We 
have started quite well, but we can do 
much better. We all know that. Any 
result other than winning the World 
Cup would be a disappointment for me. 

“I know we are good enough. You 
don’t get anywhere thinking that 
finishing third or fourth is good 
enough.” 


HODDLE TELLS FERGY, 
SHUT UP!! 


Jenn Hoddle 

wants Alex 

Ferguson to 

mind his own 
business over the handling 
of David Beckham, 

As he prepared for 
England’s vital World Cup 
clash with Romania, Hoddle 
was privately seething over 
the Manchester United 
manager’s stinging criticism 
of the decision to drop 
Beckham from last 
Monday’s game against 
Tunisia. 

Ferguson was upset that 
Beckham was fed to the 
media pack and claimed he 
should have been protected 
from the biggest setback of 
his international career. 

England coach Hoddle 
refused to get drawn into 
recriminations but promised: 
‘Tl talk about it after this 
match, I have more 
important things on my 
mind, What he says doesn’t 
worry me at all. Right now 
T'm focused on the team.” 

Hoddle, clearly unhappy 
about outside interference 
on his team selection, has 
been at odds with Ferguson 
for some time about 
Beckham's behaviour, He 
has also been alarmed at the 
way, despite warnings, the 


United mifielder has still noi 
managed to curb his tongue 
or his temper, 

There may be some 
evidence to support 
Ferguson's claim that 
Hoddle is unhappy at 
Beckham's celebrity 
lifestyle, and the England 
chief has publicly voiced his 
concern at his lack of 


discipline. 

Last summer, when 
Beckham was booked 
against France in Le 


Tournoi, Hoddle made him 
watch the video of the 
incident surrounded by 
team-mates, 

Then, in the Champions 
League match in France 
against Monaco, Beckham 
became involved in words 
with the match officials 
which prompted Hoddle to 
issue another warning, 
saying: “He has to cut out 
the stupid backchat.” 

And Italy’s World Cup 
heroes have appealed to 
their fickle fans to turn off 
the television, forget their 
homemade pasta and come 
to France. 

So far, Italian fans have 
been thin on the ground at 
the 1998 finals. 

They were easily 
outnumbered by Chileans in 


the first Group B match in 
Bordeaux and were outsung 
by a makeshift alliance of 
Cameroonians and neutrals 
at their second game in 
Montpellier. 

“To be honest I've been 
disappointed. I expected a 
little more support, more of 
a party atmosphere,” Inter 
Milan winger Francesco 
Moriero said on Sunday. 

“T’'ve dreamed of playing 
ina World Cup since I was a 
boy and I’d built up an 
image in my mind of what it 
would be like, with fans 
outside the gates of the 
ground and celebrations 
after the matches. 

“Italians have got used to 
watching football on TV,” 
he said. “They like to watch 
at home with friends and a 
plate of pasta and a glass of 
wine or a beer — quite 
understandably. 

“But it would be nice to 
have more support here.” 

Ttaly, needing a point 
from their final group match 
against Austria tonight, look 
set once again to reach the 
second round of the World 
Cup finals, 

Maybe then, Italians will 
put aside their food and 
wine and come to France, 


BARMY ARMY WINNING 
LA CHARM BATTLE? © 


nglish World Cup 

fans launched a 

charm offensive in 

Toulouse on the 
weekend, singing and 
dancing to win the hearts 
and minds of cautious 
residents. 

Ostracized and feared after 
last week's drunken rioting in 
Marseille, England's “Barmy 
Army” were anxious to show 
this southern French city that 
they were not all vicious 
thugs. 

“I'm not a hooligan,” said 
Paul, a postal worker from the 
west of England, as he tried to 
chat with a local girl in 
Toulouse’s elegant main 
square. 

‘A couple of hiundred fans 
poured into the pink-tinged 
Place du Conga in front of the 
mayor’s office under the 
sed gaze of a handful of 
heavily armed police, 


woman 


Others sang and chanted 
before heading off to bed. 

“We have made no arrests, 
there were no incidents. It is 
all very, very quiet,” said 
Myriam Lacoste, spokes- 


government office which is 
co-ordinating World Cup 
security 
Toulouse. 

In the absence of the music 
festival, England fans sought 
to fill the gap with rousing 
renditions of their favourite 
tunes, including: “In-ger-land, 
In-ger-land, In-ger-land,” of 
“We're proud to be English” 
and finally “We're going to 
win the Cup.” 

“They all seem very 
friendly, although I think the 
Cameroonians were better 
dancers,” said Veronique, a 
nurse who was taking a late- 
night stroll through the city. 

English 


Tunisian 
Marseille. 


for the local 


operations in 


fans seemed 


convinced there would be no 
trouble in Toulouse, saying 
they had been provoked by 
supporters in 


The matador take a bow. 
Marcelo Salas 


Keith from London sat 
glumly in an Indian resturant 


washing down his curry with 
a plain glass of water. 

“I can't afford to get drunk 
here,” he said. “Normally 
before the games I drink four 
or five pints, but not here,” he 
said, explaining that he 
needed to keep his wits about 
him in case of trouble. 

“If 1 were to get arrested I 
could lose my job, my wife, 
my house, everything.” 

Meanwhile, Chile’s 
warlike Mapuche Indians 
haye sent a good luck 
message to the country’s star 
striker Marcelo “Matador” 
Salas. 

“The Mapuche community 
has decided to send a simple 
but affectionate greeting to 
Marcelo Salas Melinao, 
wishing him a great match, 
given the unusual situation of 
seeing a person from the 
south of Chile, conquering the 
football world in France,” the 
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Mapuche group said in a 
statement, 

Salas, who has scored 
freely in the Cup, is from 
Temuco, a city at the heart of 
traditional Mapuche 
homelands in the heavily 
forested south of the country, 

“He is a source of great 
pride for us. The country calls 
him a Chilean or the matador, 
but he feels Mapuche and 
carries all the history, the 
name and the Mapuche force 
in his veins,” the Indian group 
said. 

Salas’ second surname, 
Melinao, is a Mapuche name. 

Mapuche Indian groups 
continue to claim rights to 
lands in the south, especially 
around Temuco, which was 
visited in April by the 
occasionally use force to take 
over and occupy large farms 
to support their land claims. 
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By Aidan 


here is just no 

stopping our. 

fabulous Olyroos, 

After the 
demolition job they did on 
Brazil in March, they 
maintained their winning 
ways by beating Trans- 
‘Tasman rivals New Zealand 
3-0 in the recently finished 
NSW/QLD tour, 

In Townsville last week 
they started the tour with a I- 
0 courtesy of a Zeljko Susa 
goal. 

Then on Wednesday they 
went to Soccer-mad Lismore, 
where over 4,000 fans saw 
them play at Oakes Oval. 

The fans were not 
disappointed, with another 
barnstorming display, this 
time winning two nil. 

Firstly South Melbourne's 
Michael Curcija netted seven 
Minutes into the second half, 
then Superstar Brett Emerton 
crashed home the side’s 
second in the 70th minute, 

The starting line-up for this 
game was: Zois, Nastevski, 
Sinozic, Zelic, McDermott, 
Burns, Spencer, Emerton, 
Damianos, Thompson, 
Cureija. 

‘The final game of the tour 
was at Coffs Harbour’s 
International Sport stadium, 
where a large and excited 
crowd saw the Australians 
win 4-0, in what was a very 
impressive performance by 
Raul Blanco’s side. 

New player Glenn Kolpak, 
showed he has what it takes 
with the final goal of the 
game in Coffs. Kolpak’s 
Queensland club, Rochedale 
Rovers, stated to ABSW that 
they “won't stand in the way 
of Kolpak” whom they 
describe as a “complete 
footballer”, 

Kolpak is a free agent 
should Ericsson Cup sides be 
interested. 

As for Glenn, he says that 
he has “learnt heaps being 
coached by Raul Blanco”, and 
described the New Zealanders 
as “very physical”. 

Other scorers in Coffs 
Harbour were the Sydney 
Olympic pair of Brett 
Emerton and Leo Carle, while 


NSW Masters Games 


SOCCER PLAYERS AND TEAMS WANTED AGES 35 PLUS FOR MEN 


24th July — 1st August 


FINAL DATE FOR ENTRY JUNE 26 (5PM) 


(02) 6658 5793 (BH) (OFFICE) 


(PAUL ISRAEL) SOCCER CONVENOR 
Play hard and party in Paradise 


CONTINUES 


Big Clayton got into the Spirit, scoring in Coffs. 

Northern Spirit’s Clayton Olympics. 
Zane was the other “When the U/20s are back 
goalscorer. I will look at picking the 
Olryoo coach Raul Blanco squad for the tour to South 
said that the tour was hard America,” ended Blanco. 
work, and the fact that it was ‘The Olyroos are in camp in 
in the off-season for most of Sydney and are off to 
the players made it just that Argentina on July 6. 
little bit harder, Can they maintain their 

“The side got better as the unbeaten run in South 
week went on. It was a very America? We will try to keep 
important tour for us in our you informed of our lads’ 
overall preparations for the _ progress. 


mit 


Olyroo Captain Brett Emerton of Sydney Olympic. 


30 PLUS FOR WOMEN 


PHONE INQUIRIES: 


PLUS FAX: 


(02) 6652 7025 


MICHAEL BROOKS, 
Adelaide City’s former 
defender, converted to a 
goalscorer, is about to leave 
the “Black and Whites’. 

With ace-goalscorer Carl 
Veart returning from 
England, Brooks now looks 
almost certain to sign for 
Wollongong City? 

JOHN KOSMINA is the 
latest name being banded 
around as likely to fill the 
now-vacant coaching 
position of the Brisbane 
Strikers. 

He joins the growing list 
of names as a candidate for 
the position, which includes 
John Stewart, Alan Hunter 
and David Ratcliffe. 

TONY POPOVIC, 
Sydney United’s former 
international sweeper, 
currently playing in the J- 
League with Hiroshima, last 
week married his sweetheart 
of seven years, Manda 
Salinovic. 

The happy couple, who 
are both aged 24, were 
married at St Nicholas 
Catholic Church at St Johns 
Park in Sydney and are 
honeymooning in Mexico 
before returning to Japan, 
where Tony still has one 


An inside view with John Economos 


year of his contract to serve. 

HECTOR MARTINEZ 
has again set up his Soccer 
Clinics The Bondi Soccer 
Academy for local children 
to learn the technical secrets 
of the ‘beautiful game’. 


AKIS, ace striker of current 
NSW Super League 
champions, the Parramatta 
Eagles, and the State’s top 
goalscorer last season with 
15 scalps, served warning 
last weekend that he will 


retain his title with extra 
zeal. 

Whilst the Eagles 
trounced Central Coast by 
1-8, the slender Karavatakis 
scored a personal career best 
of five goals. 


The former Argentinian 
international, renowned for 
his exceptional ball skills, 
has coached children since 
1991 down at Sydney’s 
picturesque beach, Bondi. 

The demand for private 
tuition and special clinics 
during school holidays has 
prompted the formation of 
the “Bondi Soccer 
Academy’ that will launch 
two camps catering for boys 
and girls from the age of six 
to 16 of all levels of ability. 
See ad right. 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
next season will lose its 
‘traditional’ Olympic rings 
in its logo. 

After 21 years of un- 


registered use of the ‘five _ 


Olympic rings’ Olympic’s 
new logo will be 
predominantly Blue and 
White but will depict a 
strong Sydney identity using 
City icons whilst retaining 
the ‘Olympic’ feeling. 
STEVE KARAVAT- 


Tue Hector MARTINEZ| 


Bonpi Soccer ACADEMY 


Learn the secrets and the skills of the 
South Americans from former Argentinian 
international striker Hector Martinez, 
Winter Camps: 


#1 June 29 — July 3 
#2 July 6 — July 10 
Times: 9,00am to 1.00pm 
Ages: For boys and girls 6 to 16 years 


Venue: Queens Park Oval No.1 


York Road, Queens Park 
Fees: $120.00 (family and group discounts) 


FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES: 


9386 1409 or 
018 341 331 


Private tuition and clinics by appointment. 


Northern Spirit Football Club 


This New Exciting NSL Club Invite 
Players Turning 16 Years for trials 
to our Apprenticeship Colts Team for 
this coming season, under the watchful eye 


wth 


of Graham Arnold Head Coach. 
TRIAL DATE: 

JUNE 24TH WEDNESDAY 6.00PM 
JULY Ist WEDNESDAY 6.00PM 
JULY 8TH WEDNESDAY 6.00PM 

Christie Park, Gladesville 
For INQuiries: 
Please ring Soccer Office 


Puone 9460 2187 


Northern Spirit Football Club 


This New Exciting NSL Club Invite 
Players Turning 17 and 18 years for trials 
to our Apprenticeship Youth Team for this 
coming season, under the watchful eye of 
Graham Arnold Head Coach. 


war then 


NU 


TRIAL DATES: 
JUNE 29TH MONDAY 6.00PM, JULY 6TH MONDAY 6.00PM 
JULY 13TH MONDAY 6.00PM, JULY 20TH MONDAY 6.00PM 
JULY 27TH MONDAY 6.00PM 


Cromer Park, Dee Why 
For INQuirics: 
Please ring Soccer Office 


PHone 9460 2187 
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ABSW's email address at: 
soccer @foreignlanguage.com.au 
We encourage you to use this service. 
Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect 
those of this paper. 

Preference will be given to short letters. 
Include daytime phone number for 
verification. 

Send your letter to: 

The Editor, Australian & British Soccer 
Weekly, PO Box 155, Marrickville NSW 2204. 
Fax: (02) 9550-9332 


IS NOT 
THE ONLY 
ONE 


n ABSW June 9, there were 

letters referring to Ante 

Seric as a traitor for 

aceepting the opportunity to 
play for Croatia, and thereby 
exclude the possibility of playing 
for Australia. 

‘Thankfully, despite the recent 
election in Queensland, we still live 
in a democracy where every citizen 
has constitutional rights. I do not 
understand the fuss about Seric. 
This is not the first time a choice 
such as this has been made. 

For example, the Republic of 
Ireland manager Jack Charlton 
swiped many fine players from 
under the nose of England by 
offering them a chance to play at 
international level. But the offer 
was NOW, not at some possible 
time in the future. 

Good on Seric for making the 
choice to look after himself. I hope 
he proves a success in the Croatian 
team, and shows once again that 
this country produces plenty of top 
ro 
1 


class professionals. 

His choice is not different from 
the choice of a junior player who 
has been well looked after at a club 
since he began playing, but then 
when he reaches the sharp end, at 
14 or 15, decides to leave for a 
bigger or better club, with a view to 
giving himself the best chance of a 
career in the game. 

Maybe what is needed at all of 
the Schools of Excellence around 
the country is a policy whereby the 
pedigree of all participants is 
explored in depth, identifying all 
the possible nations for whom the 
players could play (back to great 
grandparents), exclude alll travel to 
same countries, and require a 
contract that the player will only 
play for Australia if and when 
Australia chooses to ask. 

Now, that’s the way to guarantee 
the future of soccer in Australia! 


Brendan Thorpe, 
South Coogee, NSW. 


Winners for this week's competitions: + 
I ALLEZ! OLA! OLE! Competition: I 
Anthony O'Callaghan, Alice Springs, Northern Territory 


I MONOPOLY CD ROM GAME Competition: } 
Jim Vafakos 1 
! Dee Why NSW ; 
! EA SPORTS WORLD CUP 98 Competition: 
4 Gerry Owen ! 
Victor! 
Hes LB bs See ale ere) 


TO BE! 


n ABSW June 2, lan Lock 

expressed his disappoint- 

ment at the crowd 

atmosphere at games in 
Australia as compared to Europe, 
T have been in Australia since ‘82 
and had adjusted to never again 
experiencing the atmosphere of a 
big game, because this was simply 
not ayailable unless you took an 
interest in ovals and the 
associated balls. 

Then along came Perth Glory 
and I, probably like most of the 
other 15,000 odd who tured up at 
games, was in awe at the 
atmosphere. Here was the real thing 
again — just like that! In the season 
just finished, there was rarely much 
to cheer about on the pitch, but the 
fans kept coming and the 
atmosphere never diminished. Later 
in the season, I only went for the 
atmosphere, and to experience 
feelings I thought I had lost for 
good — the feeling of being hoarse 


(annual) 


(overseas) 


after a game for example! I only 
hope the Glory can consistently 
give me something to get hoarse 
about next season. 

Why has the Glory phenomenon 
happened? It's not, as T have heard 
said, that there are so many from 
the UK living in Perth. People who 
say this have not been in the crowd 
and seen the faces or heard the 
accents. I bet every corner of the 
globe is represented at Perth Oval. 
It's a fundamental part of the 
phenomenon. 

I share Mr Lock’s wishes for 
crowds to actually support their 
team, and the wish to feel the big 
crowd atmosphere. It certainly is a 
phenomenal feeling. So, what 
advice can T offer? The only advice 
I can offer, Mr Lock, is to pack 
your bags, leave Kogarah behind, 
and come to Glorious Perth! 


Brendan Trappe 
Perth, WA. 


peed i 
Send cheque to: 


Marrickville, NSW 


‘t's that time of season again, 
every fourth year, when all 
the so-called experts from the 
mainstream media as well as 
the public, try to compare which is 
the biggest sporting even in the 
world or on the planet as some 
people say. 

Is it the Olympics or Soccer's 
World Cup. Unfortunately most 
people here in Australia lean 
towards the Olympics being the 
biggest, simply because they do not 
know or care about the world game. 
Well let's put everybody straight 
once and for all. 

Both are huge sporting events, but 
are also different, therefore difficult 
to compare, particularly here in 
Australia, 

However 94% of the World’s 
population have no doubt which is 
bigger and more important. Only 6% 
of the World's population (USA, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand) 
say it’s the Olympics, because 
football (soccer) is a minor sport in 
those countries, and also those four 
countries follow a wide variety of 
sports that they are strong in and 
popular with the public, 

Hence the perception that the 
Olympics is bigger than the World 
Cup. 
Another fallacy that says the 
Olympic is bigger, is in fact that 
over 10,000 athletes from 190 
countries altogether compete some 
28 different kinds of sports over a 
two week period, compared with 
only 704 players and only 32 
countries in the World Cup Finals. 

The truth is, all 190 countries 
involving up to 5 or 6 thousand 
players over a two year period of 
elimination of qualifying games 
were involved in the World Cup. 

It has to count, because it’s 
virtually impossible to have all the 
countries involved in a 4 or 5 were 
World Cup tournament, like we have 
now in France involving all the 
countries together, 


O Box 


155,. is 


It would take at least 4 or 5 
months to play over 640 games 
required, plus the finals which would 
bring it to about 700 games all up. 

Therefore if qualification games 
count, because you can’t have 
everyone together in one country, it 
leaves the Olympics for dead, 

It’s also a fact, that the World 
Cup TV audience is twice as large as 
the Olympics are, and if you took 
out the Under 23 Soccer Olympic 
Tournament, it would make the 
Olympic TV figures even sicker, 

‘The fact that there are over 28 
different sports contested at the 
Olympics is also deceiving, as more 
than half, are low profile 
meaningless sports, 

Beach volleyball, aerial or 
dancing gymnastics and many 
others, What next, marbles chess, 
lawn bowls, golf, rugby, poker 
cards, Chinese Checkers? 

FIFA would never degrade the 
World Cup Tournament by lifting it 
up to 60 or 100 finalists (48 will be 
the max in future) like the TOC has 
done by adding on new sports all the 
time. 

Everyone knows that all team 
sports (men and women) including 
Soccer have no place in the 
Olympics whatsoever, but Antonio 
Smaranch keeps chasing more and 
more sports, which will one day 
destroy the Olympics, 

The World Cup will never have 
those problems. 


Dominic Scullino 
Nerang, QLD. 
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Australian News 


SOUTH SIGN 
DYNAMIC DUO 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


hampions —- South 

Melbourne have added 
two new players to their 
squad, 

As mentioned in last 
week's ABSW, South have 
signed Adelaide Sharks’ 
dynamo Jim Tsekinis, 

“He's going to add some 
thing different to our squad,” 
said coach Ange Postecoglou, 
“he’s got pace and will score 
goals for us.” 

Tsekinis, currently playing 
for Heidelberg United in the 
Victorian Premier League, 
chose South Melbourne over 
four other clubs in the 
Ericsson Cup. 

He has also ditched plans 
to trayel to Greece for trials in 
July. 


VIS Adrian 


captain 


dim Tsekinis 


Cuzaupe has also signed for 
South. 

“He trained with us 
towards the end of last season 
and looked impressive,” 
Postecoglou said. 

“He's a player we thought 
we would add to our squad. 
He won't play on a regular 
basis but he'll certainly be 
challenging for a spot, he’s 
definitely one for the future.” 

South have lost midfielder 
Bill Damianos to Greek club 
Xanthi, and there are still 
doubts on Fausto De Amicis 

and goalkeeper 

Michael Petkovic. 

Xanthi is also 

interested in two 

other South 

Melbourne young- 

sters, Con Blatsis 

and Tansel Baser. 

De Amicis has yet 

to arrive back from 

overseas while 

Petkovic — will 

shortly be heading 

for a trial with 

Belgian club Club 
MBrugge. 

Postecoglou said 

that Tsekinis and 

Cuzzupe were 
| + | unlikely to be the 

last of the sign- 
ings. 
“There's likely to 
be at least one 
more,” he said, 
4) “but that won't be 
decided until what 
happens with De 
Amicis and 
Petkovic.”” 


VICS GO FOR 
HAT-TRICK? 


By Roy Hay 


oach Jim Gleeson has selected the Victorian Schoolboys 
team for the Australian Senior Secondary Schools com- 
petition in Queensland in August. 

It looks like a powerful squad, including members of the cur- 
rent Joeys team, and it will be going all out to complete a hat- 
trick of victories for the state. 

Victoria won the championship, when it was held in Geelong 
in 1996, for the first time since 1981, when the current editor of 


this paper took part, 
‘The players are: 
Martin John VIS 
Steven Talevski Green Gully 
‘Mitch Bosevski Altona Magic 
George Vatzakis Heidelberg United 
Patrick Kisnorbo Bulleen 
Steven Nikolovski Geelong 
John Karamatanis Thomastown 
Lirim Salievski Thomastown 
Rade Culibrk Springvale White Eagles 
Denis Vucini St Albans 
Mimo Orlando Bulleen 
Grant Kennedy Waverley 
Albert Amato Green Gully 
Matthew Collin Bulleen 
Festim Zekiri Melbourne Knights 
Adis Kablar Melbourne Knights 


NSW Bill Turner Cup 


Round 1 
Normanhurst Boys 4 
Turramurra 1; Pat Bros 


Granville 3 Granville Boys 0; 
Parramatta Marist 3 Arthur 
Phillip 0; Punchbow! Boys 6 
Casimir College I; 
Marrickville 4 Dulwich 0; 
Newcastle Grammar 2 
Neweastle 1; Canberra 4 
Melrose 0; Mackillop 8 St 
Edmunds 0; Trinity Christian 
3 Goulburn 0; Ginninderra 3 
Queanbeyan 0; Cobar 3 
Bourke 0; Tottenham 6 
Nyngan 3; Warren 3 
Tullamore 0; Albury 5 James 
FalconO; St Pauls 3 Yanco Ag 
0; St Pius X 7 Gateshead |. 

Round 2 

Freeman 2 All Saints 
Liverpool 0; Balgowlah Boys 
5 Killarney Heights 1; Oakhill 
College 4 Carlingford 0; Pat 
Bros Granville 3 Parramatta 
Marist 0; Condell Park 3 
Chester Hill 0; Canterbury 
Boys | DLS Ashfield 0; 
Blacktown Boys 3 Quakers 
Hill 1; Caringbah 2 Menai 0; 
John Paul College | Catherine 
McCauley Grafton 0; Dorrigo 
4 Coffs Harbour 3; Toormina 
4 Bellingen 2; Hunter Valley 
Grammar 3 Singleton 0; 
Radford 4 Stromlo 3; Marist 
Pearce 6 Canberra 2; St 
Francis Xavier 1 Trinity 
Christian 0; Daramalan 3 
Waniassa 0; Monaro 2 
Batesmans Bay 1; Delroy 7 St 
Johns Dubbo 1; Warren 2 
Tottenham 0; James Sheehan 
2 Orange 1; Kelso 7 Oberson 
1; Griffith 1-4 Wade 1-3; 
Coolamon Central 2 Finley 1; 
Cootamundra 1 Junee 0; 
Koorungal 2 Wagga Wagga | 


Flames to 


ound 11 Premier 

League matches with 
seven rounds to go, teams 
at the bottom end of the 
scale will have to get them- 
selves into gear if they want 
to compete in this year’s 
finals, 

No exception at Pirate 
Park where Mike Barnett’s 
Port Lion Pirates will be up 
against the Olympians. 

Flames coach Branko 
Milosevic will hope loan 
player George Kolias can 
spark the Flames into action. 

Pirates keeper Robert 
Matosevic has been in great 
touch, along with hard work- 
ing captain Leo Maio and the 
silky skills of Con 
Chrisohoidis; the Pirates 
should should be too strong 
at their home ground. 

At Hanson reserve, last 
year’s Premiers Adelaide 
Raiders have really struggled 
to regain their form, and will 
be severely tested against the 
might of the Red Devils. 

The Devils, with Carlo 
Talladira, Joe Barbaro and 
Paul Beltrame will be too 
strong for the Raiders, 

Camden Sportsfield sees 
top team West Torrens 
Birkalla up against the much 


Keira 6 Berkeley 2; Vincentia 
1-5 Moss Vale 1-45 
Bomaderry 2 Picton 0; 
Woonona 2 Shoalhaven 0; 
Figiree 4 Warrawong 1. 
Pennant Hills 4 Normanhurst 
Boys 0; Crestwood 3 Epping 
Boys 0; Merrylands 8 
Punchbowl Boys 1; St Pauls 
Kempsey 3 Kempsey 2; Port 
Macquarie 3 Taree 1; 
Whitebridge 4 St Pius X 0; 
Glendale 7 St Pauls Booragul 
1; Balranald 3 Hillston 
Central 0; Albury 4 Murray 0; 
St Pauls 3 Deniliquin 2; 
Warilla 3-4 Dapto 3-2; Holy 
Spirit 1 Wollongong 0: 
Kanahooka 3 St Johns Nowra 
2 


Round 3 

Bossley Park 6 Lurnea 0; 
Robert Townson 4 Elderslie 
3; Narrabeen 7 Balgowlah 
Boys 0; Holy Cross 5 Oakhill 
College 0; Greystanes 8 
Parramatta 2; Blaxland 3 St 
Pauls Penrith 2; Colo 3 
Hawkesbury 2; Caringbah 4 
Port Hacking 0; Endeavour 4 
JJ Cahill 0; Kingsgrove North 
2-3 Blakehurst 2-1; Gunnedah 
5 Narrabri 2; Farrar 1 Oxley 
0; Duval 4 Armidale 1; 
Inverell 8 Ashford Central 1; 
Kadina 1 Lismore 0; Casino 4 
Sr Johns Woodlawn 1; 
Mullumbimby 5 Ballina 0; 
Hunter Valley Grammar 0-4 
Mount View 0-2; ASC 
Maitland 4 Kurri Kurri 1; 
Lambton 4 Nelson Bay 0; The 
Entrance 6 Lisarow 0; Woy 
Woy 2 St Edwards Gosford 1; 
Griffith 2 Balranald 1; 
Bomaderry 2 Vincentia 0; 
Holy Spirit3 Woonona 1. 


Cumberland 
Foxes. 

Birk’s coach Charlie 
Villani has the boys in tune 
for the top five play off with 
front-runners Jason Trimboli 
and Sam Barbaro bound to 
cause plenty of headaches. 

Adey Reserve sees 1998 
Federation Cup winners 
Adelaide Blue Eagles up 
against the coaching wiz- 
ardry of Jan Kierno’s 
‘Croydon Kings. 

Kierno has certainly used 
his magical wand to have the 
youthful Kings playing some 
great soccer this season. The 
Porter brothers along with 
Marcin Kierno and Rick 
Piotrowski will be a danger 
for Zoran Karadzic’s Blues. 

You can never under esti- 
mate the Blue Eagles along 
with hard working midfield- 
ers Joe Cutillo, Paul 
Simmons and the great form 
of keeper Gino Delucia, the 
Blues. will have to start 
favourites. 

Radio SRTI 92.7 FM 
match of the day will be at 
the Woodville West Reserve 
between the White City 
Warriors and the Elizabeth 
City Rams. 

White City’s loan player is 
Adelaide City’s Milan 
Ivanovic and Adelaide 
Sharks striker Nathan Day is 
guesting for the Rams. 


BILL TURNER CUP CLASSIC +< 


GILL AND PRATT 
STAR IN THRILLER 


ihe City of Cessnock, in the heart of the 

Hunter Valley Coalfields was the setting 
for a veritable classic Bill Turner Cup 
encounter last week. 

Cessnock’s Mt View High (coach Ron 
Grajewski) with several Northern NSW State 
players appeared to be clear favourites over 
Maitland’s, Hunter Valley Grammar (coach 
Ralph Maier). 

However the large crowd were to witness a 
‘thrill a minute’ contest with favouritism: 
thrown out of the window, in the round three 
clash. 

After withstanding an early onslaught from 
the home side H.V, Grammar started to move 
into top gear. 

Mt View forwards slammed several 
scorchers at the diminutive Grammar goal- 
keeper Tim Pratt, but the Year 7 lad refused to 
be beaten. 

End to end football followed — shot fol- 
lowed shot — save followed save, and the 
crowd became more and more vocally 


involved. 

While there may have been better players 
on the field no-one could deny the great con- 
tribution made by Kathryn Gill from 
Grammar, a girl with considerable promise in 
the sport. 

At full-time the schools were locked togeth- 
er nil-all but the spectators cared little as the 
game had been a beauty. 

*Golden Goal’ time was the same, and even 
when reduced to eight players each, the goal- 
keepers Brad Miller and Tim Pratt were still 
unbeaten. 

Then came the dreaded penalties. It was 
heart stopping stuff. Tragedy striker the home 
side when they did not find the net with their 
first two shots, H.V. Grammar did not miss 
and so ran out winners in the thriller. 

Final score in the penalties was 4-2 to HV 
Grammar after it was locked at 0-0. 

School Soccer does not get any better than 
this on the day the ‘Beautiful Game’ lit up the 
Hunter Valley. 


Round 1 

Pine Rivere 3 Clontarf Beach 2; Aspley 3 
Kedron 0; Padua College 8 Gregory Terrace 1; 
Oakley 3 Downlands College 0; Warwick 3 
Inglewood 0. 

Round 2 

Caboolture 4 Moayfield 3; St Pats 
Shorncliffe 4 Aspley 3; Padua College 3 
Sandgave 0; Concordia 2 Lockyer District 0; 
Stanthorpe | Centenary Heights 0; Rosewood 6 
West Moreton 0; Westside Christian 3 Redbank 
Plains 2; Runcorn 8 Oxley 0; Springwood 3 
John Paul College 0; Villanova 1-5 Carmel 1-4; 
Windaroo Valley 6 AB Patterson 0. 


Qld Bill Turner Cu 


Round 1 

Holy Spirit 2 Mercy 1; Pioneer 3 Mackay 2; 
Middlemount 3 Clermont 0; Emerald 3 Capella 
0; St Brendans 2 Cathedral 0; Chanel 5 North 
Rockhampton 0; Isis District 3 St Lukes 1; 
Shalom Catholic 3 Rosedale 0; Maryborough 3 
Urangan 0; St JOhns Nambour 3 Nambour 
Christ. 0; Beerwah 9 Kawana Waters 0; 
Brisbane State 2 Corinda 0; Beenleigh 3 
Rivermount 2, 

Round 2 

Dysart 3 Middlemount 0; Shalon 6 Isis 
District 1; Bundaberg 5 Kepnock 4; Aldridge 4 
Maryborough 2; Maleny 6 Beerwah 2; Marist 
Bros Ashgrove 7 Brisbane Boys 1; 


PACIFIC NORTHERN SPIRIT 
SOCCER CAMPS 


france 98 is well under 

way and Soccer has 

been the daily diet 
served up to us all. 
It will be the same story 
at Australia’s biggest and 
most popular Soccer 
Camps, the ‘Pacific- 
Northern Spirit Soccer 
Camps" for the coming July 
school holidays. 

Yes it's that time again 
when the schools shut down 
for a short break leaving par- 
ents to rush out for headache 
powders to cope with chil- 
dren being at home. But it all 
need not be so as they can be 
enrolled right now in the 
‘Pacific-Northern Spirit 
Soccer Camps’, conveniently 
located at 10 centres across 
Sydney. 

Richard Alagich, the 
Technical Director of 
Australia’s first “Apprentice- 
ship Scheme’ and now the 
Technical Youth Director of 
the newly admitted NSL club 


Northern Spirit FC, has lined 
up some of the very best 
coaches available in 
Australia, 

These excellent value and 
well programmed Soccer 
Camps start on Monday July 
6 and go through till Friday 
July 10. 

Special guests will include 
the very well credentialled 
former World Cup pair 
Graham Arnold and Ian Gray. 

Australian international 
midfielder Gabriel Mendez, 
Olympic Games striker 
Clayton Zane, Youth interna- 
tionals Eddy Bosnar and 
Michael Cunico, plus NSL 
stars Tony Perinich and 
Johnny Perosh will all be at 
the camps. 

And, as a bonus, the 1997 
NSL ‘Player Of The Year’ 
Kresimir Marusic will be on 
hand to display his wonderful 
skills to the kids. 

Former Tottenham Hot- 
spurs sweeper, recently 


signed up from Japan by 
Northern Spirit, is none other 
than Ian Crook, who will be 
making guest appearances at 
all the camp centres. 

Australia’s leading spe- 
cialist goalkeeping coach 
Fred Wall will be at thes 
camps to put on spec’ 
coaching sessions for all 
goalkeepers. 

The Day Camps will be 
staged at Blacktown, Mona 
Vale, Frenchs Forest, 
Eastwood, Hunters Hill, 
Castle Hill, Emu Plains, 
Ilawong, Caringbah as well 
as Rockdale. 

The camps will run at all 
the above locations from 9am 
to Ipm for one week. 

But time is fast running 
out for enrolments to these 
fabulous Soccer Camps. 

Bookings are essential and 
for further enquiries please 
refer to adyert on the next 
page. or telephone Sydney: 
9971 6131 oF 9977 2992. 
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W Torrens Birkalla 10 
‘Campbelltown City10 
Croydon 10 
Cumberland Utd 10 
Adelaide BE 10 
Elizabeth Bay 10 
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Raiders 10 
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PREMIER DIVISION 


FA Pts 

26 16 25 Olympians 
20 9 22 Croydon 

21 17 17 Cumberland Ut 
12 15 17 Campbelltown 
13 10 16 Elizabeth City 
15 12 12 

Bou 9 

9 13 9 

9 29 

12 18 5 


ROUND 10 RESULTS 
White City Warriors 2 
W Torrens Birkalla 3 
Raiders o 
PtAdelaide Lion 0 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 0 


td 
city 


tim = 98 


Doccer Queensland 


With Glenn Davis 


risbane City produced 

one of the XXXX 

‘League season’s great 
escapes when they clung on 
to a nil-all draw with arch- 
rivals Brisbane Lions at 
Spencer Park on Sunday. 

Although the match lacked 
goals, it was a thrilling 
encounter dominated by 
Brisbane Lions, who had to 
win to cut into City’s eleven 
point lead, 

So dominant were Lions in 
the first half they could have 
gone in at the break leading 
by three or four goals, yet 
victory could have been stolen 
by Brisbane City who rallied 
in the final ten minutes. 

Brisbane City, the 
defending premiers, failed to 
put Lions keeper Jason Lucas 
under any pressure in the first 
half while in stark contrast 
City keeper Daniel Duke was 
again in outstanding form. 

Lions yeteran Frank 
Mengotti, laying against his 
former club, missed putting 
the visitors ahead after 13 
minutes when a powerful 
struck shot hit the upright 
from 25 metres. 

Only one minute later, 
midfielder Darren Hillier had 


5 


a chance to break the deadlock 
but a meek header looped 
over the crossbar with Duke 
beaten. 

City’s only glimpse of 
scoring in the first half came 
after 23 minutes when a cross 
from Barry Wilkinson was 
headed down by rangy striker 
Warren Cooley just out of the 
reach of midfielder Shane 
Haddow who ghosted menac- 
ingly to strike. 

In a rare mistake from 
Duke, a poor clearance in the 
25th minute landed at the feet 
of Lions defender David 
Lonsdale just inside City’s 
territory, but his chip attempt 
sailed just over the crossbar. 

Duke made amends for his 
error five minutes later with a 
brave save diving at the feet 
of Hillier who was positioned 
perfectly to drive home a 
cross from teammate Greg Di 
Losa. 

Duke again stamped his 
name on the game in the 68th 
minute with a brilliant diving 
save 10 deny a powerful strike 
from Lions’ striker Michael 
Brockwell, 

Chris Slater didn’t come 
into the game until the last ten 
minutes, Was put through a 
narrow gap by substitute 
Damon Tune nine minutes 
from time and appeared set to 


XXXX LEAGUE 

PWODE’ F A Pts 
Brisbane Cily 17 13 5 1 44 12 42 
TaringaRovers 17 9 4 4 26 17 31 Taringa Rovers 
Brisbane Lions 17 9 5 5 51 24 30 Brisbane City 
Rochedale Rov 16 9 1 6 28 21 28 — IpswKnights 
Ipsw Knights 16 9 1 6 26 27 28 Mt Gravatt 
Mt Gravatt 17.5 5 7 29 27 20 Rochedale Rov 
Wynnum 16 5 3 8 2 27 16 
Gold Coast 174 5 8 19 25 17 
B‘Berg Waves 16 4 1 I 17 35 13 
Beenleigh 175 0 1421 47 9 


Cessnock 
‘Toronto 
Hamilton 
Easts Maitland 
Weathertex 
Broadmeadow 


SOCCER NNSW 
NBN LEAGUE 


Adamstown. 
Highfields 
Belmont Swansea 
Edgeworth 
Wallsend 

Weston 


TABLE 
Edgeworth 
Hamilton 
Wallsend 
Broadmeadow 
Easts Maitland 
Cessnock 


Tor Awaba 
Weathertex 
Weston 
Highfields 
Adamstown 
Bel Swansea 


continue his averages. 

However, as he raced 
forward he cut down his angle 
allowing Lucas to save a 
powerfully struck shot. 

In a thrilling final few 
minutes City launched several 
raids trying to snatch a goal 
but were denied by some fine 
keeper from Lucas on one 
occasion and the upright on 
another. 

With two minutes of 
normal time left, Barry 
Wilkinson blasted a shot 
which Lucas partied onto the 
crossbar and in the ensuing 
melee in a congested 
goalmouth, Lucas picked 
himself up quickly to pounch 
the ball past the upright 
centimetres before the arrivals 
of several City players. 

In a last gasp grab for glory 
Slater snapped a shot at Lucas 
but again the upright 
intervened. 

In other matches ... 
second placed Taringa Rovers 
were held scoreless by the 
improving Wynnum, 
Rochedale Rovers accounted 
for Beenleigh 3-1, Mt Gravatt 
downed Bundaberg 1-nil 
while Ipswich Knights had a 
hard fought I-nil win over 
Gold Coast. 


ROUND 17 RESULTS 
Wynnum 
Brisbane Lions 
Gold Coast 
B'Berg Waves 
Beenleigh 


UR 0oo 
Heocoo 


SOCCER 
WEST 
COAST 
PREMIER DIV. 


Stirling Macedonia 2 
‘Bayswater City Panthers 2 
Dianella WE 0 
Floreat Athena 2 
Sorrento 0 
Cockbum City 1 
Inglewood Falcons 0 
Fremantle City 0 
Kingsway Olympic 1 
Perth 1 
Joondalup City 3 
Western Knights 1 


PACIFIC 


Northern Spirit Football Club 
wien Soccer Camps 


The popular Australian Soccer Camp Program 
- Established 1978 - 


bane, 


0 
2305 ° 


AUSTRALIA 


(Former Socceroo) NSFC Head Cooch 


JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 1.00pm - July 6 to July 10, 1998 


BLACKTOWN Evans High Schoo! 


Wolters Road, Blacktown 


CARINGBAH = Endeavour High Schoo! DATE: —Mondoy July 6 to Friday July 10 
The Boulevard, Conngboh TUMES: 9.00 am to 1.00 pm 
CASTLE HILL = Coste Hitt High Schoo! AGES: For boys and girls aged 6 to 15 years 
‘Caste Streer. Coste Het FEE: $125.00 (check Group & Family discounts) 


EASTWOOD = Epping Boys Hith Schoo! COST INCLUDES! Technicaltacticol coaching 
Vimiera Road, Eastwood 


EMU PLAINS = Nepean High Schoo! Tshirt 
Great Wessem Hoy Ee Pins 4 Cop 
FRENCHS FOREST - The Forest High Schoo! end of session drink 


Frenchs Forest Road, 


Frenchs Forest 
HUNTERS HILL Hunters Hil High Schoo! 

Reiby Street, Humters Hil 
ILLAWONG = Menai High Schoo! 

Gerald Rood, owong 
‘MONA VALE = Rachener Park, 

Pittwater Road, Mona Vale 
ROCKDALE = St George Soccer Stadium 


Bestc Street, Rockdole 


ALL LOCATIONS HAVE INDOOR FACILITIES IN THE 
EVENT OF WET WEATHER, 


CAMPERS MUST BRING THEIR OWN SOCCER BALL EACH DAY. 


PACIFIC SOCCER CAMP FEES Special eves a fhe 

with SPECIAL DISCOUNTS for your CLUB or FAMILY Comp will'includte: 

Get a group together and take advantage of these fantastic discounts: a aati ; 

GROUP BOOKING FAMILY BOOKING ee 

Haig iated $120 (ea) 5 ues ae 15 (ea) (NSEC Assistant Head Coach) 

- 3 (co) re 

10-19 players $115 (ea) 3 or more children $105 (eo) Gabriel Mendex (Socceroo) 

lan Crook (Former English 


20-29 ployers $110 (eo) Y 

International and Totten 
30 or more players $105 (ea) peataneirs jan 
{Note: Club group bookings may be made by telephone, facsimile or moi. The dscount Clayton Zane (Olyroo) 
applied depends on the final aumber of Application Forms received fram the group.) 


Eddy Bosnar 
(Aust Youth International) 
MR LES MURRAY Michael Cunico. 
Manoger, SBS Sport says, (Aust Joeys International) 
“thoroughly recommend Kresimir Marusic 
the Pacific Soccer Camps (1997 Ericsson Cup Player of 
program to you ...” the Year) 


“Tony Perinich and John Perosh 


CAMP BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES 
Telephone: (02) 9971 6131 or (02) 9977 2992 
Facsimile: (02) 9982 4853 


VALE It was with much regret that ABSW learnt of the passing of a former editor of this paper, 
————— Mr. Keith Gilmour. He was a much-loved man and will be,fondly remembered by all. 


KEITH G | LMOU R From everyone here, we send our deepest condolences to his family. 
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€LLEZ! OLA@! OLE! 


Sy 


98 World Cup soundtrack. The Month of June 
kicks off with the release of the official album of 
the World Cup 1998 - Allez! Ola! Ole! 

The 20 Track Allez! Ola! Ole! is the only album 
officially endorsed by the world soccer governing body 
FIFA and features songs recorded from acts representing 
many of the qualifying World Cup countries. 

Highlights include acts like Youssou N’Dour, Jean 
Michel Jarre, Apollo Four Forty, Gipsy Kings, 
‘Chumbawamba and Jam Spoon. 

Included in the line up of artists, is the Latin singing 


R:: Martin performs the ‘Official Song’ for the 


MUSIC OF THE WORLD CUP 1998! 


sensation Ricky Martin, who performs the official song 
of the tournament - La Copa De La Vida" (The Cup of 
Life). 

Allez! Ola! Ole! is due for release in just two days. 

This is a great album, and perfect to get you in the 
mood for the biggest event in the world. 

We would like to thank our friends at Colombia 
Records for the CDs and videos to be given away. 

See below for how you can get your hands on this 
album and some great prizes from EA Sports and the 
World Cup CD ROM Monopoly... 


COMPETITION DETAILS 


We have three competitions ... send in one envelope per competition and mark each one 
clearly. These are very popular competitions so get your envelopes in early! 


1: EA Sports World Cup 98 Competition. Send in on the back of an envelope your name 
address and phone number with the answer to this question: Name one team in France 98. 
One winner will receive EA Sports World Cup 98 game. 


2: Allez! Ola! Ole! Competition. Send in on the back of an envelope your name address 
and phone number with the answer to this question: Which country does Ronaldo play for? 
One winner will receive the album and accompanying video. 


3: Monoploy CD Rom Game Competition: Send in on the back of an envelope your name 
address and phone number with the answer to this question: Which country hosted the World 
Cup in 1994? Two winners will receive a copy of each book. 


We will draw the winners next Monday 


Go to page 6 for details of last week's winners, 


ORDER YOUR COPY OF 


ABSW: RONALDO’S 


REACTION WHEN TOLD 


IT WAS SOLD-OUT!! 
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SOCCER FEDERATIO 


IsT UA1 UNS 
Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles 18 13 01 
Blacktown v Leichhardt Tigers 30 23 1H 
Macarthur Rams v St George Saints 21 5.0 14 
Bankstown City v Bonnyrigg WE 12 22 41 
Canterbury Berries v Ryde City Gunners 2-000 02 
Sutherland Sharks y Bastern Suburbs LL bt 04 
Si George Saints v Sutherland Sharkes 12 30 


SUPER LEAGUE 


First Grade: Sutherland Sharks 2 bt St George Saints 1, 
Parramatta Eagles 8 (S Karavatakis 16,55,73,74,86m S Petrovski 
23m R Younis 12m B Kinnimont 89m) bt Central Coast 1 (P 
Preston 13m), Blacktown City 3 (J Angelucci 24m S Boudaher 
59,75m) bt Leichhardt Tigers 0, Macarthur Rams 2 (A Macerola 
20m D Reid 52m) bt St George Saints 1 (P Carter 75m pen), 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (P Richardson 76m C Luff 82m) bt 
Bankstown City 1 (M Lozevski 87m), Canterbury Berries 2 (J 
Mendes 15m T Palapanis 56m) bt Ryde City Gunners 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 1 (C Hobbs 47m) drew Eastern Suburbs 1 (S 


McCombe 34m), 

pP WD LF A DIF PTS 
Macarthur Rams 16 11 2 3 31 21 10 35 
Blacktown City 16 9 3 43118 13 30 
Bonnyrigg We 16 9 3 43221 1 30 
Canterbury Berries 1600 2 50282238 5.229 
Eastern Suburbs 16 8 3 53521 14 2 
Parramatta Eagles 14.8 2 435 20 15 26 
Leichhardt Tigers 167 452% 2 4 2 
Bankstown City 66 4643 1 2 
Sutherland Shite 163 4923 8-15 B 
Central Coast 15 3 3 9 2031 -Il 12 
Ryde City Gunners 52 4 9 13 28-15 10 
Si George Saints 16 1 2 1313 45 -32 5 


U2: St George 3 bt Sutherland Sharks 0, Parramatta Eagles 3 
bt Central Coast 1, Leichhardt Tigers 3 bt Blacktown City om 
Macarthur Rams 5 bt St George Saints 0, Bankstown City 2 drew 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2, Canterbury Berries 0 drew Ryde City 
Gunners 0, Sutherland Sharks | drew Eastern Suburbs 1. 


Pp WD LF A DIF PTS 
Bonnyrige WE 16 11 2 3.55 19 36 35 
Parramatta Eagles 15 11 2 2 36 16 20 35 
Eastern Suburbs 16 9 4 33720 17 3 
Macarthur Rams 159 1 5 33:20 13 2 
Blacktown City 16 8 4 4332 10 2 
Canterbury Berries (fl ay er fae eet es) 
Leichhardt Tigers 16 7 273031 -1 3 
St George Saints 167 1 8263 4 2 
Bankstown City 16 4 2 1020 32 -12 14 
Ryde City Gunners i533 9 16.37 21 22 
Sutherland Shire 15 3 2 1017 37 20 1 
Central Coast 16 2 1 132059 39 7 


‘U/18: Parramatta Eagles 1 bt Central Coast 0, Blacktown City | 
drew Leichhardt Tigers 1, Macarthur Rams 1 drew St George 
Saints 1, Bankstown City 4 bt Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, Ryde 
City Gunners 2 bt Canterbury Berries 0, Eastern Suburbs | bt 


Sutherland Sharks 0. 

PW DLE A DIF PTS 
Parramatta Eagles 15 13 1 145 9 36 40 
Bankstown City 16 9 4 33815 23 31 
Blacktown City 16 9 3 42717 10 30 
Macarthur Rams 15 8 3 4216 8 27 
Ryde City Gunners 158 3 4220 4 2 
Eastern Suburbs 16 6 422% 1 2% 
Leichhardt Tigers eloeda 2 ree teers 
BonnyriggWE 155 282330 7 17 
St George Saints 54 4722 0 16 
Central Coast 16 2 3 1121 33 -I2 9 
Canterbury Berries 16 2 3 1113 38 -25 9 
Sutherland Shire 15 1 3 11253 41 6 

DIVISION ONE 


First Grade: Penrith Panthers 2 bt Hills United 1, Stanmore 
Hawks 2 bt Moorebank Sports 0, Belmore Hercules 2 (A 
Petrasos 21/25m) bt Rockdale City Suns 1 ( $ Najdoski 68m), 
Fairfield Bulls 1 (S Talevski 52m) bt Auburn United 0, Belmore 
Hercules 2 (A Petrasos 22/24m) bt Rockdale City Suns 1 (S 
Najdoski 70m), Stanmore Hawks 0 drew AC United 0, IMawarra 
Lions 2 (S Nikolovski 55,89m) bt Bathurst “75 1 (A Renike Sm), 
Penrith Panthers 2 (K Ballot 28m R Astone 73m) bt Mt 
Pritchard 0, Manly Warringah 3 (Preston 48m M Beckett 78m 
D Townsend 87m) bt Hills United 1 (P Vezos 89m), Hurstville 
City 2 (L Dounis 49m P Papouthis 54m) bt Moorebank Sports 0. 
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Blacktown 
_ bury 
the Tigers 


By John Economos 


Stadium with a disciplined display of team effort, 
‘dished out a lesson in Soccer to visiting Leichhardt 
Tigers before grinding them down to a 3-0 defeat. 

Blacktown’s twin-strike force of Sarkis Boudaher and John 
Angelucci netted all three goals, the former a double, as they 
repeatedly caught the Tigers’ defence square at the back. 

Following a comer from the left in the 24th minute which was 
partly cleared by Leichhardt, Angelucci hungrily swooped in and 
hammered a violent shot from the edge of the box that screamed 
into the target. 

‘A shakey Leichhardt somehow managed to hold Blacktown 
out for the remaining first session despite the fact that 
Blacktown's well drilled midfield quartet of Damien Smith, 
Steve Berry, Pat Bradley and Damien Brown dominated traffic. 

Leichhardt’s midfield of David Guzzo, Eric Hristodoulou and 
Vince Savoca failed to supply quality ball service to their triple 
strike force for most of the match. 

The industrious Angelucci had Leichhardt’s giant goalkeeper 
Bobby Callin under pressure as early as in the second minute, 
testing him out with a low drive from close range, forcing Catlin 
to make a fine save down low. 

However on the hour mark Blacktown doubled the scoreline 
through some enterprising work by the constructive left back 
Ben Blake. 

‘The intelligent Blake drifted over to the right side somehow 
unseen, and promptly whipped in a powerful fiat cross into the 
box for striker Boudaher to latch onto to belt into the target via 
the base of the left upright. 

Boudaher trebled the scoreline in the 76th minute when he 
moved into a fine Pat Bradley cross slung in from the left to lob 
Catlin and simultaneously cement all three League points for the 
“Black and Reds’. 

Just one minute later Leichhardt’s half time substitute Leon 
Alexiou launched his team’s very first assault on Fernando 
Greco's goal . 

‘Alexiou from 25 metres exploded a rocketing drive which the 
home side’s alert and well positioned ‘keeper easily held well. 

‘Alex Robertson, Blacktown’s phlegmatic coach and former 
international sweeper, stated to ABSW: “Everybody played 
really well tonight and they gave me an all round performance 
which was pleasing to see. We were a little lucky in the first half 
as Leichhardt really held us. 

“If we can keep going like this we could be OK. for the 
League Championship. I think over the next two or three weeks 
will tell as we meet Macarthur Rams and Easts. If we can pick 
up points in those games we'll go a long way towards winning 
the League, [ hope,” ended Robertson. 

Best performers for Blacktown were twin-strikers Boudaher 
and Angelucci, plus the tenacious and enterprising left back Ben 
Blake whilst for the Tigers their only resistor was skipper and 
stopper Jeremy Pettenon. 

BLACKTOWN CITY: Greco, Holst, Langan, Foxe, Blake, 
Smith, Berry, Bradley, Brown: Angelucci, Boudaher. 

LEICHHARDT TIGERS: Catlin, Treharne, Bazdaric, 
Pettenion, Tesoro: Guzzo (Cklamovski 85th), Hristodoulou, 
Savoca (Ortiz 66th), Worrall (Alexiou 46th), Buonayoglia, 
Totaro. 


Ban CITY last Saturday night at the Gabbie 


PW DLF A DIF PIS 
Fairfield Bulls 18 14 1 3 42:17 2 43 
Stanmore Hawks. 19 13 2 4 46 20 26 41 
Hurstville City 19 13 1 5 4021 19 40 
Auburn United 19 9 4 63331 2 31 
Penrith Panthers 18 8 4 6221 4 2B 
Manly Warringah 1997 6 631% 7 2 
Bathurst’75 87 652% 3 2 
Rockdale City Suns ms 1404 0 2 
Moorebank Sports w’747233 7 3 
Tilawarra Lions 97 39252 0 24 
AC United 183 7 82433 9 16 
Belmore Hercules 16 3 5 8 16 31 -15 14 
Hills United 19 3 4 1219 44 -25 13 

1998 z 


Mt Pritchard 


18 2 2 1422 46 -24 8 


U/21: Penrith Panthers 2 bt Hills United 0, Moorebank Sports 2 
bt Stanmore Hawks 0, Rockdale City Suns 2 bt Belmore 
Hercules 0, Fairfield Bulls 5 bt Auburn United 1, Stanmore 
Hawks 2 drew AC United 2, Bathurst “75 3 bt Mawarra Lions 1, 
Penrith Panthers 3 bt Mt Pritchard 2, Hills United 3 bt Manly 
Warringah 0, Moorebank Sports 4 bt Hurstville City 0. 

P W 


D L F A DIF PTS 
Hills United 19 12 3 4 44 18 26 39 
Fairfield Bulls 18 11 4 3 62 25 37 37 
Manly Warringah 19 11 4 4 41 22 19 37 
AC United 17 10 4 3 39 23 16 34 
Rockdale City Suns 2 9 4 755 40 15 31 
Moorebank Sports 18) 7 72432050 7 28 
Bathurst “75 19 7 6 6 34 23 11 27 
Penrith Panthers 187 65 30.25 5 -27 
Stanmore Hawks 2 7 3 1031 34 3 24 
Auburn United! 9 7 3 9 37 49 -12 24 
Mt Pritchard 187 2 «9:35.37 2 23 
Hurstville City 18 6 1 1127 53 -26 19 
Belmore Hercules 16 4 1 121 44 -23 13 
TMilawarra Lions 19 0 0 1915 8 -70 0 


U/18: Hills United 3 bt Penrith Panthers 1, Fairfield Bulls 2 bt 
Hurstville City 1, Moorebank Sports 2 bt Stanmore Hawks 1, 
Fairfield Bulls 1 bt Auburn United 0, Rockdale City Suns 4 bt 
Belmore Hercules 3, Stanmore Hawks 2 bt AC United 1, 
IMlawarra Lions 2 bt Bathurst *75 0, Mt Pritchard 2 bt Penrith 
Panthers 0, Manly Warringah 5 bt Hills United 0, Moorebank 
Sports 3 bt Hurstville City 1. 


P WODLF A DIF PIS 
Bathurst °75 19 143 2 46 19 27 45 
Manly Warringah 19 13 3 3 47 15 32 42 
Stanmore Hawks 2 13 1 6 38 23 15 40 
Illawarra Lions 10721) bse sees: 
Moorebank Sports 18 10 3 5 36 18 18 33 
Fairfield Bulls 18 10 2 62723 4 32 
Hills United 19 8 5 6 34931 3° 29) 
Mt Pritchard 18 8 2 8 33 23 10 26 
Penrith Panthers 18 7 3 8 2830 2 2% 
AC United 16 7 1 82826 2 2 
Rockdale City Suns 19 4 5 103440 -5 17 
Belmore Hercules 16 3 1 12.25 54 -29 10 
Hurstville City 18 1 4 1318 61 43 7 
Auburn United 19 0 2 1715 78 -63 2 Reports 

DIVISION TWO 


First Grade: Amcliffe Scots 4 bt Parramatta City 1, Hajduk 
Wanderers 2 bt Alexander Warriors 0, Hurstville ZSC 2 bt 
Greystanes 1, University of NSW 1 bt Gladesville United 0, 
Sydney District 4 bt Liverpool City 2, Dulwich Hill 4 bt Mt 
Druitt Town Rangers 2. 


and 


PW DLE A DIF PTS most 
Dulwich Hill 16 14 2 053 14 399 44 
Hajduk Wanderers 15 11 4 0449 35 37 
Hurstville Zse 16 9 5 23521 14 32 
Sydney District 16 8 0 8 2430 6 24 
Alexander Warriors 167 1 83430 4 22 
Ameliffe Scots 16 6 2 83030 0 20 U La 0" 
Greystanes 16 5 3 8 2130 9 18 
Mt Druitt Town 164 5 72831 3 17 
Parramatta City 15 4 3 8 21 38 -17 15 
Gladesville United 14.3 3 8 21 34-13 12 
Liverpool City 1533 9 1431-17 12 ate 
Uni OfNSW 153 1 1112 39 -27 10 
U/2: Parramatta City 2 bt Amncliffe Scots 0, Hajduk Warriors 6 


bt Alexander Warriors 0, Greystanes 1 bt Hurstville ZSC 0, 
University of NSW 2 bt Gladesville United 1, Sydney District 2 
bt Liverpool City 1, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2 bt Dulwich Hil 
1. 


pictures, 


P W DLE A DIF PIS 
Greystanes 16 13 1 232 18 14 40 
Hajduk Wanderers 15 11 0 4 6415 49 33 
Dulwich Hill 16 9 4 347 20 27 31 
Mt Druitt Town 16 9 3 44025 16 30 
Uni Of NSW 1547 Seo aise 24 
Hurstville ZSC 16 6 1 9 3336 3 19 
Gladesville United Ages) a 6230218 218, 
Parramatta City 1543 8231 9 15 
Liverpool City 15 Sind tebe eae 
Sydney District 15 4 2 915 51-36 14 
Alexander Warriors 15 4 1 1019 44 -22 13 
Amncliffe Scots 6 3 2 113 48 35 I 


U/18: Parramatta City 3 bt Amcliffe Scots 1, Hajduk Wanderers 
12 bt Alexander Warriors 0, Greystanes 1 bt Hurstville ZSC 0, 
Gladesville United 6 bt University of NSW 0, Liverpool City 4 
bt Sydney District 0, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 3 bt Dulwich Hill 
1. 


PW ODLE A DIRPIS 
Mt Druitt Town 16 15 1 057 5 52 46 
Hajduk Wanderers 15 il 3 184 9 75 36 


a 


Liverpool City 5 10 2 3 
Gladesville United 4 10 1 3 
Sydney District 4 9155 
Dulwich Hill 7 27 
Greystanes 16 7 0 9 
Parramatta City sie eg oats 
Hurstville ZSC 5 4 2.9 
Ameliffe Scots 16 3 0 13 
Uni of NSW ingore eas 
Alexander Warriors 140 0 14 2 118-116 0 
DIVISION THREE 


First Grade: Sydney University 3 bt Prospect United 0, Colo 

Colo 3 bt Maroubra United 1, Camden Tigers 4 bt Sydney 

University 3, Trasandinos 2 drew Glebe Wanderers 2, Flamencos 

2 bt Hawkesbury City 1, White City 3 bt Prospect United 0, 

Hakoah 5 bt Granville Greenisland 4, 
P 


W DL F A DIF PTS 
Glebe Wanderers 3B 9 3 132 16 16 30 
Sydney University 1448 2 4 47 23 24 26 
Camden Tigers TPT 2, 5.33 3310-123, 
Trasandinos 13) Grate 24022" 2. 22. 
Colo Colo be euseeeres. <ls 22) 
Maroubra United 196) Ir 6-39"29 10° 19: 
Flamencos 45 1 8 2833 5 16 
White City 145 5 6 24 38 -14 16 
Prospect United tes ese 21) 3-13. 
Hakoah 13.4 1 82029 -9 1 
Granville Greenisland 133 4 6 29 39 -10 | 
Hawkesbury City 12-4 0 8 19 29- 10 12 


Second Grade: Colo Colo 3 bt Maroubra United 1, Sydney 
University 2 drew Camden Tigers 2, Glebe Wanderers 2 bt 
‘Trasandinos 1, Flamencos 3 bt Hawkesbury City 0, White City 3 
bt Prospect United 0, Granville Greenistand 4 bt Hakoah 0. 


PW DLE A DIF PTs 
Flamencos 49 2 3.25.16 9 29 
Sydney University 46 5 3817 1 3 
White City 47 2 53426 8 2 
Glebe Wanderers B6 43231 2 2 
Trasandinos B6 34218 4 2 
Prospect United 126 2 42013 7 20 
Colo Colo 36 2 $ 2122 -1 20 
Granville Greenisland 13 4 «55:19 18 1 16 
Camden Tigers 45 372327 4 15 
Maroubra United 134 1 8 2035 -I5 13, 
Hawkesbury City 122.3 “Teil 2-11 *9. 
Hakoah 132 3 8 1031 -21 9 

DIVISION FOUR 


First Grade: Holy Cross 1 drew CSI Schofield 1, Springwood 1 
drew Prairiewood United 1, Marrickville 3 bt St Josephs 0, St 
Josephs 3 bt Balmain Tigers 2, Fraser Park 1 bt Balmain Tigers 
0, Sydney Crescent Star 3 bt Springwood 2, Marrickville 4 bt 
Lithgow Workmen 1, CSI Schofields 3 bt St Josephs 0, Fairfield 
Kings 2 bt United Eagles 1, Prairiewood United 4 bt Earlwood 
Hermes 2. 


P W DL F A DIF PTS 
Fraser Park 13 11 2 0 37 6 31 35 
Prairiewood United 14 8 6 0 35 18 17 30 
Sydney Crescent Star TAS 9°25 £333. (20a Ben 20. 
Holy Cross Ryde 13 J) Bee SeT eS ch Oh 
Fairfield City Kings 146 5 3.27 13.14 23 
Nepean District 15: (6) 3 26.21) 18a 3 2) 
Marrickville 1573) 5.0 Sic 2ByZhs Ta... 20) 
CSI Schofields LE Ja ae RS Pe 6 2 a) 
St Josephs 144 5 5 2026 -6 17 
Balmain Tigers 1404 3 7 25 23.0215, 
United Eagles 13:12 6 nr562022 8-2 12, 
Springwood 183-42. 826-344-511 
Lithgow Workmen's 2 PST 34° -7 
Earlwood Hermes 13/0 1 1210 60 -50 1 


Second Grade: CSI Schofield 2 bt Holy Cross 0, Prairiewood 
United 3 bt Springwood 0, Marrickville 5 bt St Josephs 2, 
Balmain Tigers 2 bt Fraser Park 0, Springwood 6 bt Sydney 
Crescent Star 0, Marrickville 7 bt Lithgow Workmen 2, St 
Josephs 3 drew CSI Schofields 3, United Eagles 2 drew Fairfield 
Kings 2, Prairiewood United 3 bt Earlwood Hermes 0. 


P W DL F A DIF PTS 
Nepean District 159 2 4 41 14 27 29 
Fraser Park 13.8 4 1 29 13 16 28 
Springwood 13.8 3. 2 44 18 26 27 
Balmain Tigers 4 7 4 3 26 14 12 25 
Prairiewood United A507 es) 15839.28 It. 24 
Marrickville TST 2am 6935; 26-92 23) 
CSI Schofields 146 56-5 28.23.."5; - 22 
Holy Cross Ryde 13.5 4 42216 6 19 
St Josephs 145 3 6 3234 2 18 
Fairfield City King 15 5 4 6 2629 3 16 
Lithgow Workmen's 4 5 1 8 26 41 -15 16 
United Eagles 133° 92> 8/2555: 30 11 
Earlwood Hermes 13-3 0 1019 39 -20 9 
Sydney Crescent Star 14-2 0 1223 65 42 6 


DIVISION FIVE 


First Grade: Eastem Creek Pioneers 3 bt Bossy 0, AVA United 
I drew Liverpool Olympic 1, Auburn Star | drew Racing 1, 
Kosciuszko | drew Sporting SCC 1, Homenetmen 1 bt Liverpool 
Warriors 0. 2 


PW DLE A DIF PTS 
Aubum Star 126 4 22% 14 14 2 
White Valley 15 3 32015 5 18 
AVA United Ls => Qe 2518 
EastemCreekPioneers = 8 5 2 118 Il 7 17 
Bossy ff 37-6 219-20) Les 
Homenetmen 5 3 524 3.15 
Kosciuszko N16 2382 6 13 
Sporting SCC 13, 3 576 47828 cers 
Liverpool Olympic 12.5 41918 1 0 
Racing Hot 7 31616 0 10 
Liverpool Warriors 2 1 2 9 11 36 25.5 


Second Grade: Eastern Creek Pioneers 0 drew Bossy 0, AVA 
United 2 bt Liverpool Olympic 0, Aubum Star 3 bt Racing 0, 
Kosciuszko 4 drew Sporting SCC 4, Homenetmen 2 bt Liverpool 
Warriors 0. 


PW DL F A DIFPTS 
AVA United 19 0 2328 17 27 
Auburn Star 128 1 3.39.20 19 25 
White Valley es ea pera a yak 
Sporting SCC 12” Tf Aes las Ge OD 
Eastem Creek Pioneers = 8 6 1 1 24 10 14 19 
Liverpool Olympic PSone IIS Ben I 
Kosciuszko 13 4 426260 13 
Racing 13 0 8179-12 9 
Homenetmen [is Deo sts. a8 
Liverpool! Warriors 121) 2~ 98337 25 5 
Bossy VU Fase et fb tae ae 

WOMENS STATE LEAGUE: 


Div 1: First Grade: NSW INST/Academy 9 bt Gladesville 
Ravens 0, Marconi Faifield 3 bt Sydney United 2, UWS 
Macarthur 5 bt Moorebank Sports 2, NNSW ITC/Academy vs 
Eastern Suburbs p/p, Nepean Panthers 1 drew Sutherland Sharks 
1, NNSW INST/Academy 2 drew NSW ITC/Academy 2. 


PW DL F A DIFPTS 
NNSWINST/Academy 12 1] 1 0 69 6 63 34 
NNSWITC/Academy 10 7 3 040 5 35 44 
Marconi Fairfield 17 2.25510 45 2 
Sydney United Il 7-193 51 B3shee 
Sutherland Sharkes N 6 2.32511 14 20 
UWS Macarthur 12.5 0 8 %4 52-28 12 
Gladesville Ravens 1 5 0 7 15 44 29 12 
Moorebank Sports 8 2 0 6 8 38 0 6 
Nepean Panthers 11 1 911 64 53 4 
Eastern Suburbs 0 0 116 61 55 0 


Second Grade: Gladesville Ravens 3 nt NSW INST/Academy 
2, Marconi Fairfield 2 bt Sydney United 1, Moorebank Sports 1 
bt UWS Macarthur 0, NSW ITC/Academy 3 bt Eastern Suburbs 


NSW Soccer 
Federation 


SUPER LEAGUE 


Round 5 - Wednesday June 24 


Parramatta Eagles vs Central Coast 
Melita Stadium, 8.15pm 


ROUND 17 
Sunday June 28 


Parramatta Eagles vs Bankstown City 
Melita Stadium, 3pm 


St George Saints vs Central Coast 
St George Stadium, 3pm 


Leichhardt Tigers vs Macarthur Rams 
Lambert Park, 3pm. 


Eastern Suburbs vs Blacktown City 
Wentworth Park, 3pm 


Bonnyrigg W.E. vs Canterbury M/ville 
Serbian Centre, 53pm 


Ryde City vs Sutherland Sharks 
Gabbie Stadium, 4pm 
SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 
(7c per min - IDS Higher rate applies from mobile and public 
phones.) 


a ETE See 
0, Sutherland Sharks 6 bt Nepean Panthers 0, NNSW 
INST/Academy 4 bt NSW ITC/Academy 3. 


PWD Lar. Asp PTS 
Marconi Fairfield 82 DT 32% 25°26 
NNSW ITC/Academy 8 F 2 44 12 32 25 
Gladesville Ravens 14 Ty ey me SY YT (| 
Sutherland Sharks Ik 7 £ 3959-12. 46 722) 
Sydney United 11 6 2 3 40 12 28 2 
NSW INST/Academy 2 5 0 6°35 25°10 15 
Eastern Suburbs 43 Sis 0 5: 
Moorebank Sports 8 2 0 67 27-20 6 
UWS Macarthur 2 1 1 104 67 63 4 
Nepean Panthers Il t 0 10-5 72 -67 3 


Diy 2: First Grade: Bathurst City 2 bt Gladesville Ravens 0, 
Bankstown City vs Sutherland Shire p/p, Central Coast WSA 2 
bt Shoalhaven Association 0, Manly Warringah 2 bt Wollongong 
City 1, St George Association 2 bt Roselands 0. 


PW DLE A DIFPTS 
Central Coast WSA 110 1 050 11 39 31 
St George Assoc 210 1 139 8 31 3) 
Shoalhaven Assoc M8 2 1 43 10 33 26 
Manly Warringah IS- 7) Bo 3.35309 = ee 
Bathurst City 124 2 62% 28 2 14 
Roselands M4 2 52731 4 14 
Gladesville Ravens 102 2 6 8 21-13 8 
Wollongong City I 2 1 8 12°26 14 7 
Sutherland Shire 122 0 1020 45 25 6 
Bankstown City 10 0 1 9 10 68 58 1 

SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
ROUND 16 


UB U4 US UI6 
Eastern Suburbs v Blacktown City 1-0 0-1 2 
Sutherland Ass v Marconi Fairfield 2-2 3-1 2- 
Manly Warringah v W'gong City 0-5 0-4 2 
Olympic Olympic v Sydney United 5-0 1-0 3 
Parramatta Eagles v Macarthur Rams 1-1 0-4 0+ 
Souther Dist v Leichhardt Tigers. 2-3 0.0 0-2 22 
Glades. Hornsby v N’castle Breakers 3-1 2-1 2-0 O+1 


*Glades, Hornsby v Blacktown City 00 24 
*Southern Dist v Marconi Fairfield 23 
*=Rescheduled games from Round 8 
GRADE 13 

PW ODLF APTS 
Sydney Olympic 15 15 0 050 8 45 
Gladesville Hornsby 14°92 3) 27 13" 29) 
Sutherland Assoc 16 8 4 4 26 20 2B 
Parramatta Eagles 5 8 3 4 22 19 27 
Eastern Suburbs 16 8 2 6 28 20 26 
Souther Districts 16 8 2 6 27 29 2% 
Macarthur Rams. 46 4 4 33:21 22 
Sydney United 16 7 1 8 26 41 22 
Newcastle Breakers M42) Je-23ia23e 17h 
Manly Warringah 154 3 8 15 34 15 
Wollongong City 14” 3A 19s 2013) 
Leichhardt Tigers 1444 1 9 21 2 13 
Blacktown City 1695 Se oh Od dd 
Marconi Fairfield IT 22405 

GRADE 14 

P WD LF A PIs 
Southem Districts 16 12 3 1 54 13 39 
Sydney Olympic 1512 2 148 9 38 
Gladesville Hornsby 1412 1 1 38 14 37 
Blacktown City 16 12 0 4 28 14 36 
Wollongong City 148 4 23317 28 
Sutherland Assoc 16 8 3 5 31 24 27 
Leichhardt Tigers 45 5 4 20 18 20 
Sydney United 16.61 SSIS E25 19. 


Youth League. 


DIRECTOR OF COACHING 


Manly Warringah Soccer Association SS Ke 


a feeder association for the newly formed NSL club, 
Northern Spirit FC, invite applications for the position 
Head Coach of the Manly Warringah Dolphins Super 


Responsible for Under 10s and Under 16s. 
Minimum coaching requirement — Level 2 
Applications in writing together with resume to: 
Representative Football Secretary 
PO Box 455, NARRABEEN NSW 2101 
Closing Date — July 3, 1998. 


ABSW 
would like 
to thank 
this week's 
sponsors 
and 
advertisers: 


* ACT Soccer 
Federation 


° Alfa Travel 
° Apia Club 


* Coffs Harbour 
United Soccer 


* Hector Martinez 
Soccer Academy 


* El Rancho 
Hotel 


° Manly- 
Warringah 
Soccer Assoc 


* Marconi Club 


* Media Press 
Pty Ltd 
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CARLTON’S CHILEAN AIMING TO 
COME IN FROM THE COLD 


and Olyroo teams. to Vargas at Carlton. “All the boys, and the one of the outstanding young 
Mea pant tocar Carlton, I played a Competing with the likes of coach, Andy Bozikas, have talents in the Premier League. 
Tuftnell couple of games coming off Kresimir Marusic and Lubo helped me down at Port.” Although he is playing 
sie the bench, but things just Lapsansky for a spot in a Another reason for playing good football and things are 
weren't going right for me,” midfield position, the one he going well at Port Melbourne, 
s far as football he reflects. favours, was always going to Vargas understandably would 
goes, Andy Vargas “Twas down on confidence. be difficult. have liked to have still been 

hasn't had a great — When I did play, I was only He wasn't getting much of with Carlton. 
time of it lately. coming on for maybe half an a run at Carlton so he and “Tt was hard to see them 
He missed out on the opr.” ‘coach Eddie Krncevie decided make the Grand Final and not 


World Youth Championship Before he was injured and that he needed regular playing 
in Malaysia through injury — had to pull out of the Young time. 

and then, shortly after, WaS Socceroo squad, he was a “Thad a talk with Eddie and 
put out on loan to the regular in the side and he — we both agreed that the best 
Victorian Premier League by admits that this was probably thing for me to do was to go 
his NSL club Carlton. the main reason for the loss of and play 90 minutes week in, 


play any part in it,” Vargas 
notes ruefully. 

“At the same time, I was 
happy for the boys because I 
know how much time and 
effort they put into the season. 


Vargas,21, is a talented confidence. week out. So I decided to go “In fact it was hard going to 
player (as selection for a “That's when the low patch Joan to Port Melbourne.” watch them at all.” 
string of national teams would started. 1 missed out on the ‘AL Port Melboume, Vargas Carlton was the first 
tesitly). World Youth Championships has regained his lost ‘opportunity he had to play in 
He won't hear of any hard... really it was a big confidence and has been well at Port Melbourne may the Ericsson Cup. 
luck stories and just says that disappointment.” instrumental in the club's rise be his younger brother, It was only a matter of time 
he must work harder to win "The stress fracture in his after a shaky start to the Roddy, who also plays in the before he did after being 


his spot back in the Carlton a 


k wasn’t a great hindrance season. team and is acknowledged as identified as a player of the 

=: future after stints with 
Brunswick Juventus and 
Springvale City. 


Whilst he was at Andrew Vargas... the one time Colo Colo team 
Brunswick, Vargas was at the player. “For me it was an honour being vice- 
VIS, and then moved captain of their reserve team.” 
overseas, to Chile, to play 
with Colo Colo. 


The midfielder spent two 
seasons with Colo Colo, the 
5 first in their under-20 side and ANDREW VARG AS 


the second in the club’s 
reserve team, in which he was 


EUROPE, USA& ASIA || 2's | 
“[ was doing really well Ti 
5 over there, For me, as an Qrats ME ve 


Australian, it was an honour Date of Birth: July 3, 1977 
being vice-captain of the Birth Place: Melboume 
am. 
Weight: 
Being of a Chilean |] naows aes 
background made it easier for Preferred position: midfield 
Vargas, as did the football, |! Occuration fates 
which suited his style. Sacra . "att se 
“My game is more 
SPECIAL REDUCED = || :22!:"" | Sei ccon 
so much hard work, co i, it 
“That's how the game is J] Ambitions in soccer: Win title with Carlton, 
AIR FARES FOR ae i mamncemen Ecce 
easily over thete.” 7 
Vargas probably would }] Favourite overseas club: Colo Colo 
ENIOR CITIZENS have flourished in Chile, but Favourite player: Maradona 
came back to improve his Most memorable match: Young Socceroos Vv 
chances of playing for the Chile Youth 1996 
Young Socceroos. Worst injuries: fractured femur 
“T spoke to Les Scheinflug Superstitions: none 
and he said that he'd only look Most admired sportsperson: Maradona 


at me for the under-20s if I Favourite other sports: Basketball 


came back and played in 1 Ptayer modelled : ba 
Australia,” Vargas adds. layer muttelied genet, Om: jaradona 


Injury eventually ruled him < 
See crea) Tent in playerhas been in the Premier his defensive work.” 


o 2 League — keeping in constant With the competition for 
ee ve eee isan contact with Port Melbourne place in Carlton's midfield 
ieatill very much in the cotch,Andy'Bozikas, —___stronga even with the [oss of 
running for a spot in the Not only Krncevie will Marusic, it won't be easy for 
Olyroi side. decide what part Vargas will . Vargas to break back in, 

“My first priority is to get a play for Carlton in the new “When I go back there, Tm 
regular spot in the Carlton S450". " just going to have to work 
Tea and hen ifthe Olympics “It's Up to Andy.,He"s a harder) he concludes: with the 
come along it will be a versitile player who can play air of someone who really 
bonus.” in the middle or out on the — does want to. come in from the 

Vargas said that he would right, but he needs to improve cold and sueceed in 1998/99, 


like to go overseas to play but 
ADVERTISING IN ABSW? 


is only looking as far as 
getting into the Carlton team 
al the moment, 

Kmcevic says that he has 
heen happy with Vargas’ 
attitude since going on loan, 

“Andy has responded very 
well and has handled it in a 
professional manner.” 

Krncevic hasn't been 
igoring Vargas while the 


+ +++ (02) 9562-0507 


Dwyght Tuffnell. ..-...-- (03) 9486-9522 
(Mobile) 0417 118 001 
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‘onaro, which two 
years ago escaped 
relegation only 


when the club which 
finished top of the second 
division decided it did not 
want to go up, is the ACT 
Premier League leader at 
the half-way stage of the 
competition. 

On Sunday it survived its 
biggest test, coming back 
from a goal down to draw 
with second-placed Belconnen 
United 1-1, 

In other games Canberra 
City, which meets Belconnen 
in next week’s Federation 
Cup final, lifted itself off the 
bottom of the table with a 2-0 
win over University of 
Canberra - and the man who 
played a key role was 
Canberra City coach Steve 
Bryant - 45 in September, who 
played most of the game and 
laid on one of the goals, 

From the league’s oldest 
player to one of its youngest - 
Matt Valeri, whose father, 
Walter, is a contemporary of 
Bryant's, netted a hat-trick as 
Gungahlin Juyentus rattled up 
the season's biggest score 
with a 9-1 win over 
Queanbeyan City. 

Matches were played in 
steady rain during Canberra's 
wettest weekend of the 
season, but the only 
postponements came in some 
under 23 and youth grade 
games, 

Belconnen coach Lino 
Fiorese was critical of his 
team for taking the wrong 
options at crucial points in the 
game with Monaro. “Some 
players were too intent on 
taking an opponent on, when 
they should have been 


concentrating on getting the 
ball into the box,” he said. 

Certainly United had the 
better of the first half, and led 
when Marko Perinoyie scored 
from the penalty spot after 
referee Ben Williams spotted 
ahand-ball. 

The lead lasted until two 
minutes after the interval. 
Danny Serena’s deep cross 
found Daniel Macor whose 
lob was only half cleared to 
Nick Mathas for the veteran 
defender to volley home. 

Rising star Geoff Howarth 
caused consternation in the 
Monaro defence with his 
powerful runs down the left 
flank, but his crossing was not 
of the same standard on a day 
when the conditions were far 
from ideal, 

In the main, defenders were 
the outstanding players for 
Monaro, with Joe Gagetti the 
pick of the bunch as he 
marshalled his back line 
‘against the potent strike force 
of Perinovic and Scott 
Manson. 

When 
offered Bryant the coaching 
job at the beginning of the 
season a condition was “stay 
off the park”. 

“J don’t really agree with 
ity” he said at the time, “But as 
coaching is going to be the 
rest of my career in football, I 
agreed.” 

But on Sunday, with City’s 
youngsters at the bottom of 


officials finally relented and 
agreed to allow him to pull the 
boots back on. 

The resulting 2-0 win over 
the University. of Canberra 
moves City off the foot of the 
table for only the second time 


UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calls charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 
Internet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


HOT MONARO 


this season, Bryant began the 
move that led to Paul 
Panebianco opening the 
scoring, Ian Shaw netted the 
second. 

Now Bryant, who played 
75 minutes of the game, could 
become the oldest player to 
appear in a Federation Cup 
final if he puts himself on 
against Belconnen United next 
week. 

A dominating second half 
earned Gungahlin Juventus its 
biggest win since the glory 
days of the 1980s, yet for a 
lengthy period in the first half 
the scores were locked at 1-1, 

“Once we got in front again 
their heads seemed to go 


Canberra City 


every couple of weeks, 
because that is where the 
area’s best soccer is to be 
found, player and official 


; Brad Woodhouse says. 
the league and in desperate oe 

snenirali “Better facilities, better 
need of some inspiration, club feihces seni ACT 


competition is simply superior 
to anything the local 
association can offer us,” he 
said. 

There have been long- 
standing links with Canberra 


pat 
zn to make the 
trek into Canberra 


down,” coach Walter Valeri 
said. Matt Valeri’s hat-trick 
was backed by doubles from 
George Cattanach, John Glass 
and Scott Conlon, Lazar 
Simeonoy was City’s loan 
scorer. 

Capital City Suns’ 3-0 win 
over Canberra Deakin keeps 
the newly-promoted club 
firmly on the heels of the 
Teague’s leaders - it now trails 
Belconnen by a single point. 

Tt was a game which left 
Deakin coach Marko Vrkic 
lamenting the lack of a striker. 
No such problems for the 
‘Suns who netted through Peter 
Buljan and Ilija Prenzoski (2). 

Finally Canberra Olympic 


— Goulburn 85 was the 
pioneer, followed by 
Wollindilly Wanderers which 
folded and reformed as City at 
the beginning of the season. 

Woodhouse was with the 
85s and now plays for City in 
the ACT State League 
Division 1 as well as coaching 
its entry in the Youth 
Division. 

“We had planned an under- 
17 team, but we missed the 
Junior League's cut-off date,” 
he said. “So we'll wait for 
next season.” 


consolidated fourth place with 
a 4-3 win over Weston Creek 
Royals, 

Olympic had led 2-0 and 
3-1, but was pulled back to 
3-3, before coach Vic 
Fernandez produced his now 
familiar party piece - bringing 
on a substitute to score the 
winner, 

On a couple of occasions 
this season it has been George 
Tzakis, on Sunday the job was 
executed by Robert Grande. 
Earlier, Marcello Fernandez 
had scored a hat-trick for 
Olympic. The Creek's goals 
came from Steve Lazzari, 
Shane Coleman and Nabil 
Adhami. 


He said there are a lot of 
young people in Goulburn 
anxious to play soccer, but 
they need a quality 
competition. 

“We think the ACT's the 
answer to this and our 
ambition is to play there at the 
highest level so we can give 
our kids something to aim at. 

“There are no. specific 
targets, but with a good 
ground at Hudson Park and a 
decent youth program, we 
have the potential to be a 
strong club in the future.” 


SALLOUM A FUTURE STAR 


ne of the most talked about 

young players in the ACT 

this season is Canberra 
Olympic defender Eli Salloum who 
has shot from obscurity to 
‘representative honours in the space 
of a few weeks, 

Last season he was an occasional 
bench-warmer as the talent-packed 
Olympic squad carved out the ACT 
premiership. “Considering the players 
we had then, I was happy to get even 
that,” he said last week. 

But circumstances change quickly 
in ACT soccer, and with many of its 
stars either retiring or moving on, 
coach Vic Fernandez was faced with 
an extensive rebuilding program when 
he returned to the club during the 
summer. 

Tt did not take him long to realise 
that Salloum’s time had come. 


Since then the youngster has been 
earning rave notices as the anchor of a 
defence supported by Steve Vanzetti 
and Elliott Zwangobani. He gained a 
place in the Young Rockets team 
against Illawarra, and was so 
impressive in the 5-1 win, senior coach 
Tan Heywood immediately promoted 
him to the bench, giving him a few 
minutes to enjoy his senior debut at the 
fag end of the game, 

“It's a great season for me, 
everything’s happening so quickly,” 
Salloum said. “But the important thing. 
is to be very careful, and not get 
carried away.” 

Even so, he harbours ambitions for 
national league soccer with Canberra 
Cosmos. “But that’s for the future. I’m 
still learning the game and a year ago I 
would have been delighted just to get a 
start with Olympic.” 


Eli Salloum 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 23, 1998 13 


By Graham Cooke 


[EA FEDERATION CUP FINAL 


Sunday, June 28 
Canberra City v Beiconnen United 


Bruce Athletics Field 2pm 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division Two. Round 11. Saturday, June 27 


Tuggeranong Utd y Def Academy Kambah Oval No2(1) 
Cooma y ANU Nijong Oval 
Canberra Defence y Burns Club RMC Oval 


y O'Connor K’ghts Hughes Oval No (1) 
Firsts 3pm, Under 23s Ipm 


Division 1 
Belconnen United 1 Monaro 1 
Canberra City 2 University of Canberra 0 
Canberra Deakin 0 Capital City Suns 3 
Canberra Olympic 4 Weston Creek Royals 3 
Queanbeyan City 1 Gungittin Juventus 9 

P W SD DL F A PTS 
Monaro 95 4004 1B 
Belconnen United 9 6 201 2 0 2 
Capital City Suns 9 5 3 01 4 16 2 
Canberra Olympic 9 5 202 0 16 19 
Gungablin Juventus «9941320 AS 
Weston Creck Royals 9 4 1 0 4 18 19 14 
Canberra Deakin Foose 3 10-12 13: 
Queanbeyan City: 9 1 2069 47 
Canberra City 9.2 007 15 2 6 
University of Canberra 9 0 2 0 7 8 2 4 


Golden Boot (after Round 8) 


Peter Buljan Capital City Suns 8 
Scott Manson Belconnen United 6 
Marko Perinovie Belconnen United 6 
Matt Valeri Gungahlin Juventus 5 
Shane Lyons Capital City Suns 5 
Daniel Macor Monaro 5 


Under 23: Canberra City 3 University of Canberra 5, Canberra 
Olympic 2 Weston Creck Royals 7, Queanbeyan City 0 Gungahlin 
Juventus 4, 

Points: Gungahlin Juventus 27, University of Canberra 18, 
Canberra Deakin 17, Queanbeyan City 15, Belconnen United 14, 
Canberra City 13, Weston Creek Royals 11, Monaro 9, Capital City 
Suns 8, Canberra Olympic 0. 

Youth League: Canberra City 1 St Edmund’s 5, Queanbeyan 
City 2 Gungahlin Juventus 2, Capital City Suns 1 University of 
Canberra 5. 

Points: Belconnen United 24, University of Canberra 20, Weston 
Creek Royals 18, Gungahlin Juventus 17, Canberra Deakin 16, 
Tuggeranong United 14, Radford 14, St Edmund's 14, Capital City 
Suns 13, Canberra City 13, Beleonnen Strikers 12, Goulburn City 6, 
Queanbeyan City 2, Canberra Olympic 0, 


Division 2 
Defence Academy 1 Cooma 3 
©’Connor Knighis 3 Burs Club 0 
White Eagles 1 ‘Tuggeranong United 2 

PW SD DL F A PTS 
Burns Club 8 0 0-3 38 20.24 
ANU 9.7 4-0-1 26 15 3 
Cooma 10 5 2 0 3 30 14 19 
White Eagles 1 6 0 0 5 2% 16 18 - 
O'ConnorKnighs 9 6 0 0 3 13 I 18 
Tuggeranong United 10 3 1 0 6 19 28 I 
Defence Academy 11 3-0 0 8 16 2% 9 
Canberra Defence 9.0°0 09 5 80 


Reserves: Defence Academy 4 Cooma 2, O'Connor Knights 3 
Burs Club 0, White Eagles 1 Tuggeranong United 3. 

Points: ANU 25, White Eagles 23, Defence Academy 21, Burns 
Club 16, O'Connor Knights 16, Tuggeranong United 15, Canberra 
Defence 7, Cooma 5. 


ACY SvATE LEAGUE 


Division 1: Canberra City 1 Belconnen United 2, Goulburn City 1 
Ginninderra 11, ANU 1 Monaro 1, Belwest 8 Blue Light 1. 

Division 2; Canberra City 0 BurnsColts 6, Burns Club 4 
Ginninderra 3, ANU 12 ANU [1 2, Belwest | Gungahiin Juventus 1. 

Division 3: Canberra City 0 Belconnen United 2, University of 
‘Canberra 4 Fyshwick 2, Weston Creek 3 Belwest 2, 

Division 4: University of Canberra 0 Calwell 4, Weston Creek | 
Harmonie 4, Belwest 2 Blue Light 4, 


DISCIPLINARY RECORD 
Round Eight: Fee 
Red Cards 6 (14 in Round Seven) 
Yellow Cards 117 (83 in Round Seyen) 


be 


FAWKNER 1 
SUNSHINE 1 


By John Rigas 


pee Blues continued 
their horror run without 
a win drawing 1-1 with 
Sunshine Georgies at Smith 
Reserve on a wet and windy 
Sunday afternoon. 

Sunshine had the first 
opportunity when Anthony 
Magnacca fouled on the edge 
of the box. Pece Siveski took 
the freekick which was saved 
by goalkeeper Maurice 
Gonzalez. 

A heavy downpour of rain 
throughout the day made it 
difficult for both teams. 

Fawkner coach Ken Murphy 
felt that this type of weather 
brings the skill level down. 

Fawkner struck first blood 
when Ante Deak played a wide 
ball to Josip Biskic, Biskic 
found striker Tamer Simsek 
who scored with a first time 
shot. 

Ivan Kelic tested Sunshine 
goalkeeper Steve Wardle with a 
strike from outside the box 
which kept low in the muddy 
conditions. 

Sunshine were then given 


LEADING SCORERS 
20 Karl (St Albans Saints) 


18 Becyinoyski (Altona Magic) 


the chance to equalise when 
given a penalty by referee Jim 
Ouliaris for a foul by Frank 
‘Tramontana. Tramontana was 
also sent off for his troubls, 

The Georgies were on level 
terms after 74 minutes when 
Anthony Magnacca converted 
his spotkick giving Gonzalez 
no chance. 

Both sides kept on peppering 
the goal late in the game 
without sucesses, 

Blues: Gonzalez, 
Tramontana, Grimuad, 
P-Ferrante, Schipano, De 
Santis, Bordignon, Biskic, 
Deak (K.Simsek), T.Simsek, 
Kelic (Sterjovski), 

Georgies: Wardle, 
Kanesoulis, Byrne, Karajacic, 
De Bono, Gurpinar, Siveski, 
Opazo (Stojanovski), Vassallo, 
Dragicevic, Magnacca. 

Votes: 3- De Santis (FB), 2- 
Vassallo (SG), 1-Biskic (FB). 


THOMASTOWN 4 
SPRINGVALE WE 2 


lhomastown Zebras’ 4-2 

win over Springvale 
White Eagles on Sunday has 
helped ease their relegation 
fears a little, 

But for the White Eagles, 
they are not out of danger just 
yet and need to gain points 
soon to steer clear of the zone. 

The match was probably 


16 Markoyski (Preston Lions) 


Gnijidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 
Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 


PASCOE VALE 


Lazareyski (Thomastown Zebras) 
1 Cuculeyski (Thomastown Zebras) 
10 Corallo (South Dandenong) 
o Caimakamis (Port Melbourne Sharks) 


SPORTSCENE/ABSW LEADING VOTES 
22 Cuculevski (Thomastown Zebras) 
21 Magnacca (Sunshine Georgies) 


Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 
Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
Karl (St Albans Saints) 
Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 
Rusmir (Altona Magic) 

Fak (Altona Magic) 


Joleyski (Thomastown Zebras) 


Emsoyski (Preston Lions) 
Tricarico (Preston Lions) 


St Albans Saints 
Altona Magic 

Port Melbourne Sharks 
Bullen Inter Kings 
Fawkner Blues 

Preston Lions 

Sunshine Georgies 

Green Gully Cavaliers 20 
Thomastown Zebras 21 


Bentleigh Greens 2 
Springvale White Eagles 21 
South Dandenong 
Moorabbin City 

Heidelberg United 


we sSeoenvanaer 


RRYUERYUEUEENOYNYOD 


decided in the 27th minute 
when White Eagles striker 
Peter Di Iorio was sent off 
when he kicked out at John 
Angelovski. 

Three minutes before half 
time Nick Cuculevski gave the 
Zebras the lead when he lobbed 
Robert Brian. 

But the White Eagles 
equalised right on the stroke of 
half time — Robert 
Marinkovic’s free kick 
defelcted off the wall leaving 
Mauro Raponi stranded. 

‘Thomastown were soon in 
front again in the second half, 
Tony Lingurovski doing the 
damage this time when he 
turned and shot past Robert 
Brian inside the box, 

In the 75th minute 
Cuculevski scored again, this 
time from the penalty spot after 
Marijan Marinkovic had 
brought down Nick Lazarevski. 

Lazarevski then made it 4-1 
with seven minutes to go when 
his shot was tipped into the net 
by Brian who had been trying 
to palm it over the bar. 

The White Eagles got a 
consolation goal in the 86th 
minute when Vince De La 
Plaza headed in Zoltan Seci’s 
cross. 

Zebras: Raponi, Jolevski, 
Grganovic,  Cuculevski, 
Angeloyski, Ardis (Soufi- 
Sabbagh), Gasparini, D.De 
Propertis (Bichler), 
Lingurovski, Salievski (El 
Kersh), Lazarevski, 

White Eagles: Brian, 
Wallace (Seci), M.marinkovic, 
Kuzmanovic, Culibtk, Nikolic, 
R.Marinkovic, Burlak, 
Kitanovski, Di Iorio, V.De La 
Plaza. 

Votes: 3- Jolevski (TZ), 2- 
Cuculevski (TZ), 1- 
R.Marinkovic (SWE). 


PRESTON 1 
BULLEEN 1 


reston in desperate need 

for maximum points were 
held to a 1-1 draw in heavy 
weather conditions against 
Bulleen Inter Kings at 
Goodyear Staduim on 
Sunday. 

The game was played with 
ferocity from both teams as 
they tried to manoeuvre the 
heavy ball for striking 
Opportunities. 

In the 36th minute the 


deadlock was broken when 
Bulleen’s Eric Hollingsworth 
intercepted a cross from Danny 
Gnijdic to slot the ball past 
Lupce Acevski. 

The Lions desperatley 
fought back to level the score in 
injury time of the first half. 
Chris Emsoyski collected a 
loose ball from a defensive 
error to strike the equaliser. 

In the second half the rain 
made the conditions even 
worse, as both coaches opted 
for the short pass game. 

All players gave their all to 
score, but slippery conditions 
made it difficult. 

Lions: Acevski, Drogriski, 
Lisolaski, Ogenovski, 
Markovski, A.Burlak, 
Filiposki, Ivanov, Emsovski, 
Tricarico, Smimis 

Kings: Keogh, Valentic, 
Stojcevski, Della Rocca, 
Mazzini, Gnijdic, Sherifovski, 
Grbac, Catalano, Waddell, 
Hollingsworth. 

Votes: 3- Catalano (BL), 2- 
Tricarico (PL), 1- 
Hollingsworth (BL) 


ST ALBANS 2 
ALTONA 1 


By Bert Van Bedat 


it Albans Saints beat 

Altona Magic 2-1 on 
Sunday in the top of the table 
clash at Churchill Reserve. 

It was an impressive win by 
the Saints, coming from behind 
to completely dominate the 
second half. 

Altona were 1-0 up in the 
19th minute thanks to an own 
goal from Saints defender 
Martin Raspudic. 


Raspudic had intercepted a 
cross from Savva Rusmir but 
was only successful in 
diverting the ball into his own 
net. 

As the conditions grew 
worst and worse, St Albans, in 
particular Mark Silic, began to 
run all over the Magic. 

‘They were level in the 47th 
minute. 

Silic’c free kick, aimed a 
little wide of the wall, took a 
deflection and although Darren 
McGrath got a touch on it, he 
could not keep it out. 

Three minutes later the 
Saints were in front when Idriz 
Pelja knocked in a Silic cross. 

St Albans were relentless in 
their attacking, defender Tom 
Markovski had to clear a Kruny 
Razov shot off the line in the 
66th minute, 

But just two minutes before 
full time, Rusmir had the 
chance to steal a point for the 
visitors but could only manage 
to skim the crossbar with his 
shot. 

Saints: Vunderl, Vukadin, 


LRados (J.Kozic), Cuze, 
Razoy, Silic, Pelja (Kirichian), 
Raspudic, Karl, Sianidis 
(Pondeljak), S.Rados. 

Magic: McGrath, 
Velkoyski, Tasevski, Runje, 
Micevski, Markovski, Rusmir, 
Georgopoulos, Becvinoyski, 
Trpcevski, Sapazovski. 

Votes: 3- Silic (StA), 2- 
Rusmir (AM), 1- Pelja (StA) 


HEIDELBERG 2 
PORT MELB 1 


By Dwyght Tutfnoll 


idelberg United’s faint 

hope of avoiding 
relegation lives on after 
victory over Port Melbourne 
Sharks on Sunday. 

It was Heidelberg’s second 
win in a row but they had to 
rely on a goal five minutes into 
stoppage time at the end of the 
game to secure the three points, 

Until then though, they had 
been the better side but missed 
a catalogue of chances. 

Port however, didn’t look 
themselves, as both sides 
struggled through ceaseless 
pouring rain, 

Leigh Tsoumerkas had the 
best chance but headed John 
Cutillo’s cross against the post 
in the 27th minute but 
Heidelberg took the lead in 67 
minutes. 

Alex Duric’s solo run looked 
to be heading nowhere until he 
fed the ball to substitute Jeff 
Stefanidis who broke the 
deadlock with a neat finish, 

Another substitute, Port's 
Chris Palatsides, drew his side 
level in the 82nd minute, 
profiting from some excellent 
work from Evis Heath, 

The win looked to have 
slipped out of the Berger's 
grasp and their cause wasn’t 
helped when Alex Durie was 
sent off after receiving a second 
yellow card. 

Heidelberg got back in front 
in the 95th minute of the match 
when Stefanidis headed a cross 
back to George Lenetis whose 
shot thumped in off a post. 

United: Jevdjevic, Cutillo, 
Makris, Georgiadis, Tsou- 
merkas, Anastasiou (Tsonis), 


Svigos, Lenetis, Duric, 
Tsekinis  _(Stefanidis), 
Mihajlovic (Harbis). 


Sharks; Frangos, A. Vargas, 
Sonsini, R.Vargas, Allsopp, 
Tsirtsakis, Latinopoulos, Heath, 
Caimakamis _(Palatsides), 
Livanopoulos, Tsaltas, 

Votes: 3- Tsoumerkas (HU), 
2- Latinopoulos (PM), 1- Duric 
(HU). 


MOBILEWORLD (ot 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


COMMUNICATIONS 


DIV 1 ROUND 14 RESULTS 
Kingston City 2 Westgate 2 
Richmond 1 Doncaster Rovers 2 
Western Suburbs. 2 Altona East 1 
Springvale City 1 Lalor United I 
Ringwood City 1 North Geelong Warriors 5 
Westvale 7 Melton Reds 0 
Northcote City 2 Werribee City 4 

PWODULF A Pts 
Westvale 14, 12, Do NSS 290,37, 
Altona East 14.10 2 2 38 15.32 
Western Suburbs 14.9 1 4 37 14 28 
Kingston City 148 2 4 21 13.23 
Werribee City 14.7 1 6 28 22 22 
Richmond 4.6 3 5 23 18 2 
Doncaster Rovers 4 6 2 6 31 25 20 
North Geelong Warriors 14 6 2 6 24 19 20 
Northcote City 14 6 2 6 29 33 20 
Springvale City 45 2 7 28 31 7 
Westgate 14.3.7 4 28 28 16 
Lalor United 142 4 8 22 37 10 
Ringwood City 143 1 10.21 36 10 
Melton Reds 14 0 0 14 8 93 -3 
ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday June 28 
Werribee City v Kingston City 
Westgate v Melton Reds 
Westvale v Ringwood City 


Springvale City v North Geelong Warriors 
Lalor United v Western Suburbs 
Doncaster Rovers v Northcote City 


Richmond y Altona East 
DIVISION 2 
ROUND 14 RESULTS 

Essendon Bruns, Royals 0 Oakleigh i 
Regent Bulla 2 Knox City 1 
Melbourne City 4 Broadmeadows City 1 
Frankston Strikers 1 Altona City. 3 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 3 Cranbourne 0 
Old Scotch Waverley 2_ East Richmond 1 
Mooroolbark 0 Maroondah Arrows 3 

PWODLF A Pts 
Oakleigh 14.10 2 2 38 12 32 
Melbourne City 14 8 5 1 30 13:29 
Yarraville/Glen Bir 149° 2.3" 28 131,29 
Old Scotch Waverley 148 1 5) 31 23:25 
Knox City 16> 7 25/29) 19°23: 
East Richmond 1455 6 3:12 9021 
Frankston Strikers 14 6 2 6 33 21 20 
Altona City. 1445 5 4 18 22 20 
Regent Bulla 146 2 6 22 30 20 
Maroondah Arrows 14 Ae 55) 18" 19) 17. 
Cranbourne 144 2 8 22 31 14 
Essendon Bruns, Royals 14 4 1 9 17 33 13 
Broadmeadows City jt. Soe en ar ag gee) 
Mooroolbark 140 2 12 8 46 2 

ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 27 


Maroondah Arrows v Old Scotch Waverley 
East Richmond v Yarraville/Glen Eira 


Cranbourne v Frankston Strikers 
Altona City v Melbourne City 
Broadmeadows City v Knox City 
Oakleigh v Mooroolbark 


Essendon Bruns, Royals v Regent Bulla 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTSCENE 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
G03 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR @)' 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Val 


le/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTSceNn 
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DIVISION 3 


ROUND 14 RESULTS 
Keysborough 2 Banyule City 4 
Stonnington City 3 North Coburg United 0 
Keilor Park 6 South Werribee 0 
Frankston Pines 2 Fitzroy City 1 
South Springvale 0 Pascoe Vale 1 
Diamond Valley United 5 Chelsea 0 
Geelong 2. Bell Park 1 

PWODLF A Pts 
Geelong 1412 1 1 44 «1 37 
Stonnington City WA ete) 35 A734 
Diamond Valley United 14 10 3 1 34 10 33 
Frankston Pines 14823 3) SIE 1807 
South Springvale 14 2 6 2 19 20 
Keilor Park Nets. iby {8s 21-25216, 
Banyule City 44.3 72 2315 
Bell Park fas 3? 621-25 AS 
Keysborough 464 2 8 21 32:14 
South Werribee 144°5 2 7 24 43 14 
North Coburg United 1435 4-15.23 13) 
Pascoe Vale 14 4 1 9 18 30 13 
Chelsea 144 1 9 16 34 13 
Fitzroy City 2 3) O13 25% 9: 

ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 27 


Bell Park v Chelsea 
Diamond Valley United v Pascoe Vale 
South Springvale y Frankston Pines 
Fitzroy City v South Werribee 
Stonnington City v Keilor Park 
Keysborough v Geelong 
North Coburg United v Banyule City 


DIVISION 4 
ROUND 14 RESULTS 


Nunawading City 
Moreland City 
Langwarrin 


2 Western Eagles 

3 

1 
South Caulfield 2 

2 

1 

1 


3, 

Melton 0 

Clifton Hill United 0 

Seaford United 2 

Sunbury United 1 
South Wantima 0 
Corio zs 


Sandringham City 
Williamstown 
Geelong Rangers 


RW. 
Moreland City 14 13 
Langwarrin 14 10 
Williamstown 14 9 
South Wantirna 4 
Seaford United 14 
Corio 14 
Geelong Rangers 14 
Sandringham City 14 
Sunbury United 14 
Western Eagles 14 
Melton 14 
Clifton Hill United 14 
Nunawading City 14 
South Caulfield 14 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 27 


Geelong Rangers v Williamstown 
South Wantirna v Sunbury United 
Sandringham City y South Caulfield 
Seaford United v Clifton Hill United 
Moreland City v Langwarrin 
Nunawading City v Corio 
Melton v Western Eagles 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 1 ROUND 14 RESULTS 


eR o-beUHseun—-g 


ompR RVUDIAIG 


Riversdale 
Springvale Condors 
Lalor 

Mitcham United 
Monbulk 

Croxton Park 
Brandon Park 


Templestowe Eagles 3 
Endeavour United x 
Glenroy 0 
North Sunshine Eagles 2 
Lyndale United 2 
bye 

bye 


Neuns 


TABLE - Croxton Park 23, Lalor 22, Lyndale United 21, 
North Sunshine Eagles 21, Endeavour United 18, 
Springvale Condors 16, Riversdale 15, Mitcham United 
13, Templestowe Eagles 12, Monbulk 11, Glenroy 10, 
Brandon Park 2, 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 27 


Brandon Park vy Monbulk 
Lyndale United v North Sunshine Eagles 
Mitcham United v Croxton Park 
Glenroy v Springvale Condors 
‘Templestowe Eagles v Endeavour United 
Riversdale - bye 
Lalor - bye 


DIVISION 2 STH/EAST 
ROUND II RESULTS 


Monash University 
Dandenong 
Dingley City 


0 Doveton 

4 

1 
Morwell Pegasus 8 

3. 

2 


Old Camberwell Gram, 
Newborough/Yallourn 
Noble Park 

Waverley Wanderers 
Berwick City 


Braeside United 
Ashburton 


RroeHoe 


TABLE - Dandenong 27, Morwell Pegasus 25, Doveton 
23, Waverley Wanderers 22, Newborough/Yalloum 18, 
Noble Park 15, Monash University 14, Braeside United 
9, Dingley City 9, Berwick City 5, Ashburton 5, Old 
Camberwell Gram. 4. 


ROUND 12 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 27 


Waverley Wanderers v Ashburton 
Braeside United y Noble Park 
Morwell Pegasus v Newborough/Yallourn 
Dingley City v Old Camberwell Gram, 
Dandenong v Doveton 
Berwick City v Monash University 


DIVISION 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 


ROUND II RESULTS 
LaTrobe University 1 HoppersCrossing 2 
Meadow Park 0 Sydenham Park 4 
South Yarra 1 Melbourne University 2 
Keon Park 1 Brunswick City 3 
Elwood City Q Broadmeadows United 2 
Uni. of Melbourne 3 Ballarat 0 


DIABETES 
UH 


TABLE - Brunswick City 25, Sydenham Park 24, 
Ballarat 20, South Yarra 20, Broadmeadows United 17, 
Uni. of Melbourne 15, Melbourne University 13, 
Hoppers Crossing 13, Elwood City 12, Keon Park 12, 
Meadow Park 7, La Trobe University 4. 


ROUND 12 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 27 


Ballarat v Broadmeadows United 
Elwood City v Brunswick City 
South Yarra v Keon Park 
‘Sydenham Park v Melbourne University 
Meadow Park v Hoppers Crossing 
Uni. of Melbourne v La Trobe University 


DIVISION 3 
STH/EAST/CENTRAL 
ROUND II RESULTS 


Heatherton United 
Clayton 
Flemington Falcons 


7 Parkmore 

4 

1 
Tyanhoe United. 2 

4 

2 


2 
Endeavour Hills 0 
Dandenong Inter 3 
Caulfield United 4 
Collingwood City 1 
North Caulfield 1 


Noble Park United 
Thombury United 


TABLE - Dandenong Inter 25, Clayton 23, Noble Park 
United 23, Heatherton United 23, Caulfield United 17, 
Endeavour Hills 15, North Caulfield 15, Flemington 
Falcons 14, Thornbury United 10, Ivanhoe United 8, 
Collingwood City 8, Parkmore 0. 


MOBILEWORLD | 


“Healthy Diet — Thy %” 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Result 21: 


Fawkner Blues 1 (T.Simsek) - Sunshine Georgies 1 (Magnacca) 
Bentleigh Greens 0 - South Dandenong | (R. Mezensof) 
Thomastown Zebras 4 (Cuculevski 2, Lingurovski, Lazarevski) - 
Springvale White Eagles 2(R.Marinkovic, V.De La Plaza) 

Preston Lions I (Emsovski) - Bulleen Inter Kings 1 (Hollingsworth) 

St Albans Saints 2 (Silic, Pelja) - Altona Magic 1 (own goal) 
Heidelberg United 2 (Stefanidis, Lenetis) - Port Melbourne Sharks | (Palatsides) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Kound 22 
turd. ine 27 


South Dandenong v Fawkner Blues - Ross Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Altona Magic v Preston Lions - Paisley Park - kick off 7.00pm 


Sunday June 2 


Thomastown Zebras v Heidelberg United - Partridge Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Port Melbourne Sharks v Green Gully Cavaliers - Anderson Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Moorabbin City v St Albans Saints - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 3.00pm 
Bulleen Inter Kings v Bentleigh Greens - Veneto Club - kick off 3.00pm 
Springvale White Eagles v Sunshine Georgies - Serbian Sports Centre - kick off 3.00pm 
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ROUND 12 FIXTURES 
Sunday June 28 


North Caulfield v Collingwood City 
‘Noble Park United v Caulfield United 
Ivanhoe United y Dandenong Inter. 
Flemington Falcons y Endeavour Hills 
Clayton v Parkmore 
Thornbury United y Heatherton United 


DIVISION 3 NTH/WEST 


ROUND II RESULTS 
Northern United 0 North Reservoir 1 
Somerton City 2. North Glenroy 3) 
Brimbank 2 Watsonia Heights 1 
(match abandoned in 30th minute) 

West Preston 2 Darebin United 0 
Keilor United 1 Mill Park 3 
Whittlesea United bye 


TABLE - Mill Park 25, Somerton City 20, Darebin 
United 18, Northern United 16, North Reservoir 12, 
West Preston 11, Keilor United 10, Brimbank 10, North 
Glenroy 8, Watsonia Heights 7, Whittlesea United 4. 


ROUND 12 FIXTURES 
Sunday June 28 


Whittlesea United v Darebin United 
West Preston v Watsonia Heights 
North Glenroy v Brimbank 
Somerton City v North Reservoir 
Keilor United v Northern United 
Mill Park - bye 


JOHN'S 


COMMUNICATIONS 


© 
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MADDEN AND STEPHENS 


lhe AWSA National 

Junior Championship 

will kick off on the 
Queensland Gold Coast on 
Sunday week, and donning 
the sky blue strip of New 
South Wales will be two 
players from Wagga Wagga, 
a country town in the 
Riverina district in the state’s 
central south, 

It is a rare occasion for 
players from so far afield to 
gain selection in the NSW State 
teams, with limited 
opportunities of being seen, and 
the stronghold that Sydney 
players have held over the 
years. But Sandee Stephens 
and Bernadette Madden have 
broken through, a trend that 
will hopefully continue in 
future years, with the sport 
growing not just in the big 
cities, but throughout the 
country regions as well. 

Stephens has in fact just this 
year become a Sydneysider, her 
Family uprooting themselves 
from their Wagga Wagga 
homestead to shift to the big 
smoke, enabling daughter 
Sandee to further her soccer 
career, 

She had long caught the 


attention of soccer officials 
back in Wagga, the first girl to 
be selected into the boys’ 
Riverina Academy, and ali at 
the tender age of ten. Last year, 
she was selected into the 
Riverina boys representative 
team which competed in the 
State Championships. State 
Junior girls’ manager Debbie 
Fisher describes the fourteen- 
year-old as ‘very very talented 
on the ball.’ 

Selected to attend NSW 
Sport and  Recreation’s 
Talented Athleted Program 
(TAP) camps in Sydney for 
four years (including last 
week), plus other boys’ camps, 
Stephens also started to be 
noticed by coaches in the city. 
Communications between 
Wagga’s Academy Coach and 
NSW ITC Coach Connie Selby 
provided updates of Stephen’s 
progress, and Selby also made a 
visit to Wagga herself. 

Selby asked Stephens if she 
was interested in making the 
move to Sydney, and arranged 
‘a placement for the youngster at 
Westfields Sports High School, 
which boasts a strong soccer 
program and is attended by 
several other members of the 


NSW ITC team. She was also 
offered a place in the NSW 
JETS team, the young feeder 
group to the ITC program. 

Since coming to Sydney, the 
midfielder has now earned 
selection into her first State 
Junior Team, as well as the 
NSW Combined High Schools’ 
Seconds. 

There was the option of 
billeting Sandee to a family 
through Westfields, but in the 
end, dad was happy to transfer 
his job to Sydney, concerned 
that other country kids without 
their families had only lasted a 
year at Westfields. The 
Stephens parents have left 
behind four older children in 
Wagga. 

“Yep, it’s great,” was the 
Year 9 student's simple 
response to her new life. “It’s 
good totally different to Wagga 
soccer, it’s a lot more 
competitive. And at school, 
soccer is one of my electives, 
so we spend eight periods a 
week on it. 

‘The Sydney schedule is not 
an easy one, but she stresses 
she ‘loves it’. Along with the 
soccer at school, she has had 
State trials and training, school 


rep soccer, and JETS training - 
training every week night plus 
matches. “Sometimes I have to 
finish my homework on the 
train home, plus I never get an 
early night which doesn’t help. 
From home, the drive to 
Parklea takes over an hour.” 
Needless to say, Stephens 
doesn’t have time for any other 
hobbies, although she used to 
ove also playing basketball. 

Stephens first took up soccer 
at age six at the suggestion of 
best friend Joanne Sharkey who 
had already taken up the sport. 
“With my first game, I loved it, 
0 I joined up and kept playing. 
Iloved playing in boys’ teams - 
they're more skilful, stronger 
and quicker which made it 
easier to play.” 

She played in boys’ sides 
until Under 14s, then also 
played one season in the 
women’s competition before 
the move. Playing with and 
against boys most of her life 
has made her stronger and more 
determined. It was soon clear 
that soccer was taking over 
Stephens’ life, playing for Lake 
Albert women’s team, Lake 
Albert club boys, plus the boys” 
Academy, all at the same time, 


Wagga’s future soccer stars 


“There are heaps playing 
women’s soccer now in 
Wagga,” said Stephens. “I was 
the only girl in the Academy 
for three years, and now there 
are six girls.” The Riverina has 
‘one senior division of women’s 
football, encompassing 
neighbouring areas including 
Cootamundra, Griffith, and 
Temora, which requires up to a 
two-hour drive to a club match, 
The competition has grown 
over recent times with the 
interest of schoolgirl players 
joining up with club teams. 

‘The youngster agrees that it 
is much harder for players from 
cistant country areas to gain the 
same opportunities as city 
athletes, saying that it’s only at 
‘camps that one gets the chance 
to be around the State coaches. 

Stephens declares the State 
Team is “pretty good”, and 
feels comfortable playing in the 
group, many of whom also play 
for the JETS. 

Bernadette Madden has also 
earned her first stripes at State 
level, In her second year as a 
member of the boys’ Riverina 
‘Academy, Madden is the only 
girl to be named in the Riverina 
boys’ Under 14 rep team to 


compete at the State 
Championships in October. 
She was also selected in the 
Under 12s two years ago, 

Madden lives in a small 
town called Uranquinty, fifteen 
minutes outside of Wagga 
Wagga and was very excited at 
making State, “I was pretty 
amazed. When we had the first 
cut, I didn’t expect to still be in 
it, so making the team - I just 
couldn't believe it.” 

She has made the six and a 
half hour drive from home to. 
Sydney to attend State trials, 
plus even a couple of State 
training sessions, in addition to 
the camps, Spending the week 
at the latest TAP camp was a 
bonus, enabling Madden to 
train alongside a number of her 
new teammates for an extended 
period. 

Being the one outsider 
amongst such a talented young 
group of footballers must have 
been daunting for the 
youngster, “When I first went 
to State, it was pretty scary. A 
lot of them play in the WSL 
which is a much better comp, 
But because I knew Sandee, she 
introduced me to a few of the 
others, Then with the camp last 


week, T got to know a lot of 
ea 


She plays club soccer in both 
the boys and women’s 
competitions, although prefers 
the boys, as many of the 
women are a lot bigger and 
stronger, compared to the 
diminuative Madden. 

Madden first played the 
game at age six. “One of my _ 
brothers played. I didn't really 
choose - mum and dad just put 
me in a team, But when I was 
nine, I played hockey and 
didn’t like it, so 1 went back to 
soccer. 

‘Taking a keen interest in the 
current World Cup, it has been 
Stephens who has stayed up the 
‘occasional late night, Madden 
sticking more to the highlights 
at a more reasonable hour. 
Stephens says Germany, will 
win, and her favourite alltime 
player is Pele. Madden is 
gunning for Nigeria to take the 
honours, although her favourite 
player is Ronaldo. 

The pair both have an 
ambition to play for Australia, 
and if this one day comes true, 
then they will be flying the 
Waggaiflag as well. 


NEWS OF THE WEEK 


ENGLAND IN 
SHOCK BEANS 
CRISIS! 


ngland’s France 98 campaign is 
in chaos. Beans, a favourite of 
many players, particularly 
captain Alan Shearer, has been 
taken off the menu at the squad’s four- 
star hotel in Brittany on the advice of 
dieticians. 
sociation spokesman Steve 
is not that beans aren’t 
good for you but the players are on a finely 
balanced diet. 

“Tt is felt that beans are not suitable 
because their sauce can be high in sugar 
content.” 

The players are instead understood to be 
eating dishes which are high in fibre and 
Jow in fat, 

Typically their breakfast consists of 
cereal and toast while main meals include 
soups, pasta with low-fat sauces and grilled 
fish. 

The ban on beans was approved by 
England’s 69-year-old doctor, John Crane, 
who has been looking after the team since 
the Mexico World Cup in 1986. 

But why the decision has been made at 
this late stage is unclear. Dozens of cans 
had been taken to France together with 
other players’ favourites such as HP Sauce, 
tomato ketchup, mustard, cornflakes, Coco- 
Pops and All Bran. 

What with the Ginger Spice shock, the 
Gazza omission and now this, the English 
players’ mental state must be very fragile. 
One can only hope they can get through 
these dark days, 

Let us join hands and pray for them. Be 
strong lads, be strong. 


ANNINA'S 
FULL MONTY 
FOR BERTI’S 

BOYS? 


s if motivation for winning 

France 98 is not motivation 

enough, Germany’s best- 

selling daily on Monday last 
week published a photograph of this 
blonde model (right), who said she 
would strip off a garment with each win 
by the country’s World Cup team. 

“T'll take my clothes off for Berti's 
boys,” said Annina, a 22-year-old from 
Bremen, next to a front page photo in Bild 
newspaper. 

“Give it all boys, then I'll show you it 
all. With every victory I’ll take something 
off,” she said in a message to German 
coach Berti Vogts’ squad. 

In the spot on page one normally 
reserved for scantily-clad women, Annina 
‘was wearing a German team jersey, shorts, 
soccer stockings and soccer boots. 

‘The German team has already been 
promised 150,000 marks ($82,900) from 
the German Soccer Federation (DFB) if 
they win the World Cup 125,000 marks if 
they reach the final and 100,000 marks if 
they reach the semi-finals. But who needs 
money?? 

ABSW believes faxes of support have 
been pouring in to the German hotel from 
loyal German fans wanting Berti’s Boys to 
go the Full Monty and win France 98. 
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NO SEX 
PLEASE 
WE’RE 
JAPANESE! 


‘apan, a nation often regarded as 
obsessed with sex, has decided the 
pursuit has no place in the World 
Cup. 

A top weekly magazine reported a ‘sex 
ban’ had been imposed on Japan's 22 
players during the event. 

In its latest edition, the Shukan Bunshun. 
quoted Japan's 41-year-old coach Takeshi 
Okada assaying: “We will allow our 
players to have free time. But they will not 
be allowed to take anyday off until the 
championship is over.” 

The magazine said Okada’s obliquely 
worded comment amounted to a 
“declaration of sex ban.” 

The players have been banned from 
inviting their wives or girlfriends to their 
hotel. 

“Although they could meet their wives 
or girlfriends elsewhere during their free 
time, they would need much courage to do 
so under the watchful eyes of the massed 
press,” the magazine quoted a sports 
journalist as saying. 

‘The team is staying at a luxury hotel in 
the spa town of Aix-les-Bains and hundreds 
of Japanese fans have set up camp 
alongside the site. 

‘The magazine said some ‘young’ 
players, irked by the sex ban, were passing 
around pornographic magazines to 
minimise the effect of the deprivation. 

In an effort to alleviate the situation, 
coach Okada has also ordered set up a 
“relaxation room” equipped with video and 
computer games at their hotel, it said. 


I'M 
LONELY 


elgian defender Eric Deflandre 

has made only one mistake in 

this World Cup, telling a 

reporter that he brought an 
inflatable doll to France to cope with the 
loneliness. 

“T was asked which things do you take 
with you for a one-month trip, and I said 
‘My soccer boots to play soccer and an 
inflatable doll because a month without a 
woman would be difficult’,” Deflandre 
sai 


“Tt was really meant as a joke, it's 
stupid,” said Deflandre, 
The doll story appeared in a French 


Belgium inaction. 


newspaper and was picked up by Belgian 
dailies. 

Luckily they thought it was funny back 
home. 

Asked how his girlfriend reacted, 
Deflandre suid: “She laughed, even my 
family laughed. It’s just the reporter who 
didn’t laugh.” 

Deflandre saved Belgium from defeat 
against the Dutch in their opening World 
Cup game on Saturday, saving two shots on 
the line after coming as substitute in the 0-0 
draw. “ 


2) ABSW 


ABSW AND 
FRANCE 98 _~s fancese — 


RUN FOR YOUR COPY NO 


kinner and Baddiel, 
from TV’s Fantasy 
World Cup, would be 
happy. Alan Shearer, 
England’s master goalseor- 
er, and Paul Scholes, 
Manchester United’s inter- 
national apprentice, opened 
England’s World Cup bid in 
spectacular style. 
England, who hadn't previ- 
ously won an opening World 
Cup tie since Spain in 1982, 
eased through the first hurdle 
of France 98 with an emphatic 
2-0 victory. 

“We could have scored 
three or four goals,” Hoddle 
said. 

“We could have taken them 
to the cleaners.” 

What must have particular- 
ly impressed him was the con- 
tribution in the centre of mid- 
field from Manchester 


FRANCE 98 


MATCH REPORTS 


Compiled by ABSW 


ENGLAND OFF TO A WINNING 


United's Scholes, given the 
responsibility of replacing 
Paul Gascoigne and providing 
England’s creative impetus.. 
Scholes, Graeme Le Saux 
and Sol Campbell were amo 
England's most impressi 
performers in a match that 
sadly unfolded against the 
background of street violence 
in the hours before kick-off. 
Support for England was 
vociferous inside the stadium, 
packed to its 60,000 capacity 
‘on a warm, blustery afternoon, 
and Prince Andrew was 


among the VIP spectators. 

Hoddle's team, had an ele- 
ment of risk about it, because 
they had never played together 
before but they settled quickly 
to their task. 

“We didn’t get too 
stretched as a side and looked 


Shearer strikes and Campbell celebrates: England 1 Tunisia 0. 


fit and strong at the end,” 
Hoddle said. “Our lads played 
really well.” 

Some of the so-called 
favorites have found these 
matches tricky.” 

Darren Anderton playing 
wide on the right in place of 
David Beckham immediately 
looked comfortable and 
Scholes was a revelation at 
times in the heart of the team. 

Hoddle decided to retain 
faith with the tried and trusted 
strike partnership of Shearer 
and Teddy Sheringham and, it 
became increasingly apparent 
that he was right to do so. 

Between them Sheringham 
and Shearer have scored 18 
goals in their previous 14 
starts together, Shearer claim- 
ing 11 of them. 

Today he reinforced the 
reputation of the partnership 
with a superb headed goal just 
before the interval that finally 
broke the stranglehold Tunisia 
were trying to exert on 
England. 

“We have worked on one 
Or two set pieces over the last 
few weeks and it is always 
nice when one comes that 
way,” Shearer said. “It was a 
tremendous ball from Graeme 
Le Saux and I managed to get 
my header in. 1 was delight- 
ed.” 

Scholes’ long ball from out 
‘on the left found Anderton 
‘Sweeping into the penalty area 


and although the Tottenham 


forward stretched he could not 
make a clean contact. 

Tn the 19th minute only a 
smart interception denied 
Scholes a shot from close 
range but 10 minutes later the 
Manchester United star had an 
even better chance when he 
met a Le Saux cross only for 
goalkeeper Chokri El-Ouaer 
to parry the ball for a comer. 

As England began to 
stretch Tunisia, Sheringham’ s 
lovely volley from outside the 
area was turned onto the bar 
by the goalkeeper who then 


-did well, plunging to his left 


to save again from Scholes. 

‘The chunky little United 
man was involved in every- 
thing and moments after he 
had been brought down in the 
box — no penalty ruled 
Shortly after Le Saux 
chipped the ball into the 
penalty area from a free, 
where Shearer rose with 
power to head England’s first 
goal of this World Cup, 

Ince created a chance and 
Scholes made space for him- 
self on the edge of the area 
before curling his shot into the 
far corner of the net — his 
fourth goal in eight matches 
for his country. 

Occasionally, there would 
be a long pass upfield to either 
Adel Sellimi or Ben Slimane, 
but England's defence pre- 
vented any real scoring threat. 


sie Ws 
below) in action against 


Tunisia. 


Tunisia's Polish coach, 
Henry Kasperczak, brought on 
three substitutes to try to pick 
up the pace but England goal- 
keeper David Seaman was 


n outstanding goal 

from * striker 

Adrian Tlie in the 

45th minute gave 
Romania a deserved 1-0 vie- 
tory over Colombia in a 
World Cup Group G match 
on Monday of last week. 

Tlie, 24, is the future of the 
ageing national team, yet it 
was still the genius of Hagi 
that was the difference. 
Romania looked the sharper 
side throughout the game and 
their slick passing was remi- 
niscent of their sparkling dis- 
plays at USA ‘94. Ilie’s goal 
crowned an excellent individ- 
ual display. 

Seconds before halftime he 
sprinted down the left, beat 
one defender as he ran into the 
Colombian area and struck the 
ball with the outside of his 
right boot over advancing 
Colombian goalkeeper Farid 
Mondragon. 

lie’s partnership in attack 
with Viorel Moldovan caused 
plenty of problems for the 
Colombian defence. 

Colombia offered little in 
midfield and were disjointed 
in attack until the final 10 
minutes, 

“It was a very important 
match for us,” Romanian 


couch Anghél lordaneseu said. 
“Quite a few of our players 
are new to the World Cup. It 
was @ pragmatic, intelligent 
match by our players.” 

The Romanian strike force 
came close to breaking 
through as early as the 11th 
minute when Moldovan threw 
himself at a cross from Ilie but 
failed to make contact and the 
ball flashed across the goal. 

Four minutes later 
Mondragon was forced into a 
fine double-save. He parried a 
fierce drive from Ilie and then 
saved well from Moldovan 
following in on the rebound. 

“In the first half we had 


many chances to score but in 
the second we lost our rhythm, 
we got tired and it was not 
easy to defend our lead,” 
Tordanescu said. “Colombia is 
an intelligent team-with very 
technical players like (Carlos) 
Valderrama and (Faustino) 
Asprilla who often threaten 
‘opposing defences.” 

The battle between the two 
veteran number 10s — 
Romanian playmaker 
Gheorghe Hagi and 
Colombia's Carlos 
Valderrama — was clearly 
won by Hagi. The Romanian 
saw plenty of the ball and pro- 
vided excellent service for his 


AND 


forwards, 

Colombia were mostly 
restricted to long range 
efforts, the best of those com- 
ing on the hour when Freddy 
Rincon’s blistering 25-metre 
shot flew just past the post. 

Adolfo Valencia’s bustling 
presence up front after coming 
on at the beginning of the sec- 
ond half failed to have an 
immediate effect but the 
Colombians finally found 
some urgency in the final 10 
minutes. 

Valencia could have 
equalised near the end but his 
powerful drive was parried 
away by Bogdan Stelea. 
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“The team went on to the 
pitch very timidly, there was 
no spontaneity. A lot of the 
players were nervous,” coach 
Hernan Gomez said. 

“In the second half we 
fought and we had plenty of 
goalscoring chances. 

“We didn’t get the right 
result but Romania didn’t 
deserve it either.” 

“Now we have to find our 
cohesion and make sure we 
win next time.” 

So, once again the 
Colombians have got off to a 
losing start in the World 
Cup. 

Although they were not 

‘outclassed, the wily Hagi and 
the delightful Iie were the 
difference. 

Now England for both 
these talented sides. 


never seriously tested, 

“We came back and played 
well in the second half, but we 
could not create the chances.” 


cd ‘ 


Clash of 10s ... Hagi and Valderrama. 


onaldo and _ his 
Brazilian team mates 
delivered a clear 


statement of intent to their 
World Cup rivals on 
Tuesday with a 3-0 win over 
Moroceo, guaranteeing them 
safe passage to the second 
round. 

Ronaldo ended a goal 
drought with his first World 
Cup effort and Rivaldo and 
Bebeto joined in to tum what 
many hoped would be a mem- 
orable contest into a one-sided 
affair. 

If the world champions 
were guilty of taking their foot 
off the pedal in the last half- 
hour, it was scarcely a sur- 
prise, 

Norway's 1-1 draw with 
Scotland has ensured Brazil 
holders will finish top of the 
group and their final first 
round game against the 
Norwegians will only affect 
their opponents’ fortunes. 

Brazil coach Mario Zagallo 


ermany coach Berti 

Vogts said he was 
pleased to earn three 
points, but was not 
impressed with his side’s 
performance during their 
2-0 World Cup vietory over 


the United States on 
Monday of last week. 
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was better pleased with his 
team's performance than dur- 
ing last week’s 2-1 win over 
Scotland. 

“We played much better 
that we did against Scotland, 
We were far happier and 
much more powerful and 
more efficient,” Zagallo said. 

Only in the first 20 minutes 
did Brazil really turn on the 
style, however, and opponents 
looking for chinks in their 
armour will suspect they still 
have plenty left in reserve. For 
Morocco, who never 
approached the heights of 
their opening game against 
Norway, a nervous showdown 
with Scotland in St Etienne 


Vogts said he was worried 
by a leg injury suffered by 
midfielder Thomas Haessler, 
substituted in the 50th minute. 
“It’s important that we got 
three points. We stafted very 
well and then we completely 
lost our way. 
“All in all I can’t be happy 


Klinsmann and Bierhoff celebrate. 


looms Tuesday (today). 

Their hopes of becoming 
the first African nation to beat 
Brazil in a full international 
had virtually disappeared by 
half-time. 

Ronaldo, by his standards 


ninth minute, 
collecting a 
diagonal ball i 
from Rivaldo 
just outside 
the arc of the penalty area 
before beating goalkeeper 
Driss Benzekri with ominous 
ease. 

Brazil might have been two. 
up by then, only a hairline off- 
side decision ruling out 
Leonardo's left-foot effort 
from another Rivaldo through 
pass in the third minute. 

All Morocco could realisti- 
cally do was hang on and Said 
Chiba’s clumsy lunge at 
Ronaldo’s thigh, lucky not to 
eam him a yellow card, hinted 
at African desperation. 


with the way we played,” 
Vogts said. “I felt there was a 
degree of slackness and a lack 
of discipline in the second 
half. 

“We didn’t hold our shape. 
Everyone had their task but 
perhaps nerves stopped them 
performing properly. We 
allowed the opposi 
build up their tempo, 
added. 

“We must find our rhythm 
better and tighten things up. 
The Americans have leamed a 
lot. We saw that tonight,” 
Vogts added, 

‘Turning to Haessler, Vogts 
said: “T hope it’s not his knee 
ligaments. He will have it x- 
rayed in the moming but I am 
worried about it as it was the 
leg he recently had an opera 
tion on.” Haessler broke his 
leg in March last year. 

American coach Steve 
Sampson said after a bad first 
half his side came back into 
the game well. 


Brazilian fans. 


“The problem was we had a 
catastrophic start to the match 
in terms of positioning and 
marking — and we know that 
against Brazi] that makes your 
task much harder,” Morocco 
coach Henri Michel said. 

“After the third goal it was 

all finished but 
I'm particular- 
ly fed up about 
the start of the 
match.” 
Bypassed in 
midfield and 
B under pressure 
at the back, 
Michel's team 
were killed off 
in the second minute of 
injury- time at the interval, 
Full-back Cafu escaped once 
again down the right and 
Rivaldo finished nonchalantly 
from six metres out. 

Bebeto’s 50th minute 
effort, the result of excellent 
approach work from Ronaldo, 
was predictable and allowed 
Brazil to sit back and avoid 
any mishaps. Of greatest long- 
term concern to the experi- 
enced Zagallo was a very pub- 
lic on-field disagreement 
between Bebeto and his cap- 


‘The early goal by 
Germany had a big impact on 
the first half and meant we 
had to play more conserva- 
tively than we would have 
wanted to. It put us back on 
our heels a bit. 

“We imposed oursel! 
the second half,” he said. “We 


were able 
Germans. 

But then against the run of 
play the Germans scored with 
a great goal by Juergen 
Klinsmann. 

“You can't afford to give 
him that much time and room. 
because nine times out of 10 


to hold 


wey Bane ae 


% fe 


eile 


Moeller scores. 


tain Dunga in the first half 
which forced team mates to 
intervene and hinted, not for 
the first time, that the most 
likely team to stop Brazil in 
France are Brazil themselves, 
Chiba, meanwhile, did 
finally pick up a second yel- 
a A thoae 
| 


low card for Morocco which 
rules him out of the final 
group game against Scotland 
in St Etienne Tuesday (today). 
Cesar Sampaio was also 
booked for a second time and 
will miss the Norway game. 


Klinsmann sets himself for goal number two. 


he is going to put it away.” 

Klinsmann, the German 
captain, said: “It was of course 
not easy, but it was a great 
start for us and we hope that it 
will continue, step by step. 

“We left too many holes in 
midfield and we couldn't 
close the holes. 


“We didn’t have enough 
self-belief and we made a lot 
of mistakes but the most 
important thing was the three 
points. ‘i 

“We know now. where we 
stand and we can look forward 
with optimism,” Klinsmann 
added. 
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second-half gamble 

by Scotland coach 

Craig Brown gave 

his side a 1-1 draw 
with Norway last Tuesday 
that leaves both countries 
with a chance of reaching 
the second round of the 
World Cup finals for the 
first time, 

After his team went behind 
to.a Havard Flo headed goal in 
the first minute. of the second 
half, Brown switched defen- 
sive midfielder Craig Burley 
from the right hand side to a 
more advanced central posi- 
tion, 

‘The Celtic player respond- 
ed with a fine 67th minute 
goal, lobbing the ball neatly 
over goalkeeper Frode Grodas 
from a pass by substitute 
David Weir. 
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Scotland deserved a point, 
and probably three, after dom- 
inating the game for long peri- 
ods against a lacklustre 
Norway side, Brown certainly 
felt disappointed with the 
result, 

“When we went a goal 
down we had to gamble,” 
Brown said, 

“The gamble paid off with 
an excellent goal. We're des- 
perately disappointed not to 
have won this match.” 

Norway have a point more 


Dailly and Berg 


ubstitute Ivica Vastic 

broke Chile’s hearts 

‘on Wednesday with a 

stoppage time goal to 
force Austria’s second 1-1 
draw in World Cup Group 
B. 


The South Americans 
looked to be heading for vic- 
tory after striker Marcelo 
Salas forced the ball over the 
fine in the 70th minute follow- 
ing a powerful header from 
Tyan Zamorano (below). 


than Scotland but have to play 
Brazil in their final group 
game. Scotland face Morocco 
in the last game of this phase. 

Scotland have not qualified 
for the second round in seven 
previous attempts since 1954. 

Norway, unbeaten now 
since January 1997 (they were 
beaten by Australia in 
Sydney) are playing in only 
their third finals but did not 
qualify for the second round 
in 1938 or 1994. 

After a first half that 
Scotland dominated, Flo 
caught Scotland cold right at 
the start of the second period. 

He slid in at the far post to. 
nod the ball home after Vidar 
Riseth, brought into the side 
by coach Egil Olsen because 
of his pace, beat Burley on the 
left and sent in an inviting 
cross, 

Brown reacted by taking 
off defender Colin 
Calderwood and bringing on 
Jackie McNamara, who took 
over Burley’s starting position 
on the right hand side of deep 
midfield, 

Burley thrived in the new 
position which he plays regu- 
larly for his club, “After that 


we lost control of the match,” 
Olsen said. “In fact, we were 
Tucky not to lose this game.” 
Burley had the chance to 
give Scotland victory in the 
75th minute but Grodas pulled 


iq 


Tartan Army 


off a sensational save to push 
away his shot from the edge of 
the box. 

Scotland had the best of the 
‘opening phase and almost got 
off to a dream start after some 
skilful work on the right-hand 
side from John Collins in the 
fourth minute. The Monaco 
midfielder floated in an invit- 
ing ball which Christian 
Dailly headed inches across 
the goal and past the post. 

Scotland went close again 
in the 19th minute, when 
Kevin Gallacher just failed to 
connect fully with a knock- 


Television suggested the 

ball had not crossed the line, 
but other footage and still 
photographs clearly showed it 
had gone over. 
Then just as they did 
against Cameroon in 
Toulouse, Austria salvaged a 
point with a last-gasp effort 
against the run of play to send 
their fans into raptures, 

Against Chile the honour 
fell to 28-year-old Vastic who 
picked up the ball on the edge 
of the penalty area, skipped 
inside the challenge of Nelson 
Parraguez and rifled the ball 
into the top left hand corner, 
giving *keeper Nelson Tapia 
no chance. 

“I'm really happy that I 
scored the goal today.” said 
Vastic. 

“Jt was a very good second 
half for both teams, but we 
succeeded in getting the goal 
back.” 

Chile’s manager Nelson 
Acosta, Whose team were also 
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back from Gordon Durie after 
a deep cross from Tom Boyd, 

The cross from the Celtic 
defender, who had shrugged 
off the own goal that cost his 
‘country a point against Brazil 
last week, was one of several 
promising attacks from the 
Scotland left, But the final ball 
into the box was often disap- 
pointing. 

Norway became more live- 
ly as the first half went on. 
otland goalkeeper Jim 
Leighton had to race off his 
line in the 26th minute to 
block a shot from midfielder 
Roar Strand. 

Stale Solbakken missed a 
fine chance in the 37th 
minute, hitting a close range 
shot over the bar after Strand 
whipped in a cross from the 
left. 

“The only time we were out 
of the game was a 10-minute 
spell after their goal. I thought 
we controlled the remainder of 
the match,” Brown said. 

“We're still in with a 
chance,” was the optimistic 
note played by Norway's 
coach Olsen after this 
encounter. 


disappointed by a late goal in 
their 2-2 draw with Italy, said 
he was stunned by the 
Austrian strike. 

“T really don’t understand 
it,” he said. “It's really disap- 
pointing. We scored a magnif- 
icent goal and then just a 
minute before time I don't 
know what happened. 

“J think we did enough to 
deserve victory,” he said. “But 
our qualification continues to 
depend on us which is a good 


thing.” 
His opposite number 
Herbert Prohaska was aware 
of his team’s shortcomings, 
although he was delighted 
with the result. 

“We defended well, but 
lacked coordination, clarity 
and spontaneity in attack,” he 
said. 


“We were running after the 
ball and the result.” 

Until Vastie popped up wth 
his late goal Chile looked to 
be taking a firm grip on Group 
B after a competent perfor- 
mance in which they had more 
possession and looked danger- 
ous in attack, 

Salas and Zamorano were 
always menacing and created 
a number of openings which 


Tapia’s despair. 


Hendry goes over the top with Flo 


they could not quite finish. 

Austria tried to counter 
their threat by putting Anton 
Pfeffer on Zamorano and 
Peter Schoettel on Salas, 

But Austria’s defence had 
its nervous moments notably 
when Schoettel tried to clear 
and gave the ball straight to 
Salas. His cross was just too 
high for the ieaping 
Zamorano. 

Chile’s defender Javier 
Margas then came close with 
a free-kick from 25 metres 
which he struck well with the 
outside of his right foot but it 
flew just wide of the far post. 

Chile’s strikers continued 
to drag the Austrian defence 
around and Schoettel received 
an almost inevitable booking 
on 25 minutes for a clumsy 
challenge on Salas. 

Austria made a double sub- 
stitution at halftime, bringing 
on midfield playmaker 
Andreas Herzog and Markus 
Schopp to try to pep up their 
pedestrian midfield. 

But Chile continued to have 
more of the game against a 
very tough Austrian defence, 
although Salas began to get 
frustrated by the tight marking 
and was booked for dissent on 
58 minutes. 

Zamorano joined Salas in 
the referee's book on 74 min- 
utes. 


Bor it was Vastie and his 
Superb finish which really 


shocked Chile and left the 
‘group wide open, 


rance stormed into 
‘World Cup’s second 
round last Thurs- 
day, beating Saudi 
Arabia 4-0 in a game 
marred by two red cards, 

Tt was a bittersweet victory 
for the French, who lost strik- 
er Christophe Dugarry to a 
torn hamstring and had their 
most talented player, Zinedine 
Zidane, ejected as part of a 
wave of red cards that hit the 
tournament Thursday. Zidane 
will be automatically suspend- 
ed for France's next match 
against Denmark, a game that 
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could decide seeding for the 
second round, 

With the defeat, Saudi 
Arabia became the first team 
eliminated from the tourna- 
ment, The Saudis, who went 
to the second round four years 
ago, also lost to Denmark, 


Balletic grace ... Aj-Jahani flies high. 


bree players were 

sent off, equalling a 

World Cup record, 

on Thursday as 
South Africa scored their 
first finals goal in a thrilling 
1-1 draw with Denmark. 

All three were substitutes 
who came on in the second 
half of the Group C game. 

Danish defender Morten 
Wieghorst was on the pitch for 
just three minutes before 
Colombian referee John Jairo 
Toro Rendon showed him the 
red card, equalling another 
record at the finals for the 
shortest appearance by a dis- 
missed substitute, 

“A lot of things happened 
in this match. I can assure you 
that we really had to do some 
coaching on the bench today, 
because the scenarios were 
changing all the time,” South 
Africa coach Philippe 
Troussier said, 

His side now have their 
first point at their debut finals 
while Denmark have four 
points from their first two 
games, 

Denmark dominated the 
early stages of the match but 
some of their older players — 
including captain Michael 
Laudrup — ran out of steam 
in the blazing heat during the 
second half. 

Indeed South Africa, who 
played with pace and passion, 
could have won it in the dying 
seconds, Quinton Fortune hit- 
ting the bar from 30 metres. 

Allan Nielsen gave 
Denmark the lead in the 13th 
minute when Brian Laudrup 
set him up with a perfect cross 


from the right wing, The mid- 
fielder arrived unmarked at 
the far post to volley the ball 
home with his right foot in the 
13th minute. 

Benny McCarthy, the new 
Superstar of the South African 
game, scored the equaliser in 
the 52nd minute against his 
hero, Peter Schmeichel, as the 
Bafana Bafana took control. 

Earlier this week McCarthy. 

said it was his lifetime ambi- 
tion to beat the Danish keeper 
but Schmeichel will not be 
impressed by the youngster’s 
goal in his 102th game for 
Denmark, equalling the record 
‘of Morten Olsen. 
McCarthy ran on to a 
delightful back flick from 
Shaun Bartlett and slotted the 
ball through the goalkeeper’s 
legs from close range. 

Denmark coach Bo 
Johansson declined to com- 
ment on the incidents related 
to the red cards. But he added: 
“If you want to know what a 
soccer match can be like, 
temember this game,” 

The spate of sendings-off 
by Rendon, who also handed 
out seven yellow cards, began 


in the 67th minute when 
Miklos Molnar was dismissed 
after a nasty foul on Lucas 
Radebe. 
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while France beat South 
Africa. 

‘Thierry Henry scored in the 
36th and 77th minutes; substi- 
tute David Trezeguet, who 
took Dugarry’s place, con- 
nected in the 68th; and 
Bixente Lizarazu in the 85th. 
The first two goals came when 
the French were playing 11- 
on-10 following Saudi defend- 
er Mohammed al-Khilaiwi’s 
ejection in the 19th minute. 

ALKhilaiwi's red card was 
given for a tackle on Lizarazu 
as the French defender raced 
after the ball down the left 
sideline, 

‘The tackle looked spectacu- 
lar because of the speed of 
Lizarazu, who tumbled and 
nearly landed on a bird settled 
on the grass, But Al-Khilaiwi 
barely touched the French- 
man. 

Zidane was expelled for 
stepping on Fuad Amin’s hip 
after he tackled the Saudi mid- 
fielder in the 70th minute. 
Again, it seemed an inoffen- 
sive, unintentional foul. 

The tough stand from 


Mexican referee Arturo 
Brizio, who also issued four 
yellow cards for seemingly 
minor offences, came one day: 
after FIFA president Sepp 
Blatter and World Cup orga- 
nizing committee chairman 
Michel Platini said referees 
weren't following a pre-tour- 
nament dictate that rough play 
— especially foul tackles from 


®) — 


Benny McCarthy gets to grips with Denmark. 
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behind — be severely pun- 
ished. 

Henry’s first goal came 
after a nice exchange between 
Zidane and Lizarazu, with 
Zidane supplying the final 
pass for an unmarked Henry 10 
shoot past goalkeeper 
Mohammed al-Daeyea. 

With the Saudis a man 
down, it was inevitable that 


South Africa then had 
Alfred Phiri sent off just two 
minutes later for elbowing 
Thomas Helveg in the face as 
the game threatened to get out 
of control. 

Wieghorst completed the 
trio of sendings-off in the 85th 
minute for a tackle on 
McCarthy. Only two previous 
World Cup games, in 1938 
between Brazil and 
Czechoslovakia and 1954 
between Brazil and Hungary, 
have seen three players sent 


off. 

Danish defender Jes Hogh 
said he thought the referee 
may have intended only to 
book Wieghorst. 

“On the second red card he 
looked as if he had pulled out 
the wrong card. He was look- 
ing at it for a moment and 
probably did not want to look 
foolish by putting back so he 
raised it.” 

Denmark had dominated 
the opening phase of the game 
and had several good chances 
to extend their lead. 


France would score again. It 
happened when al-Daeyea let 
Lilian Thuram’s cross go 
through his hands, Trezeguet 
putting home the easy header. 


Henry outraced the Saudi 
defence and sent his shot off 
the near post for his second 
goal, and his third of the tour- 
nament. 


Lizarazu and Djorkaeft celebrate. 


Phiri receives his marching orders. 


Michael Laudrup sent a 
powerful long-range shot 
inches over the bar in the 16th 
minute and Martin Jorgensen 
nearly scored direct from a 
comer two minutes later. His 
kick rebounded off the post, 
Ieaving Brian Laudrup to send 
a diving header into Hans 
Vonk’s arms. 

Striker Ebbe Sand looked 
sel to score in the 42nd minute 
but his curling shot from the 
edge of the box hit the upright 


and came out. 

South Africa came alive 
after halftime and they domi- 
nated the latter stages of the 
game after Denmark were 
reduced to 10 — and then nine 
—men. 

“The first 20 minutes were 
very hard for us because we 
weren't in the match,” 
Troussier said. “On the other 
hand, in the last half hour we 
saw a South African team 
which wanted to win.” 
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friean Footballer 

of the Year Victor 

Tkpeba scored his 

first international 
poal on Friday as Nigeria’s 
Super Eagles — ‘Africa's 
Brazil’, beat Bulgaria 1-0 to 
win the Group D. 

The Super Eagles’ title 
became official when Spain 
and Paraguay played to a 
scoreless draw later in the day. 

Tt was the second time in 
successive World Cups that 
the Nigerians had beaten the 
Bulgarians and reached the 
second round. They won 3-0 
in Dallas in 1994 when they 
reached the semi-finals. 

This time they also domi- 
nated the match at the Pare 
des Princes for large periods, 
putting the Bulgarian goal 
under persistent pressure and 
playing some fine quick 
touches on the break, 

Tkpeba had drawn a blank 


Green Machin 


pain is like a beauti- 
ful showroom car. 
Looks great, but once 

you put it throught 
its paces the cracks start to 
appear, They came to the 
World Cup brimming with 
confidence, expecting fo eas- 
ily advance to the knockout 
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in his first 17 full internation- 
als and had angered his team 
mates before the World Cup 
started by complaining about 
their preparations. But that 
was all forgotten in the 27th 
minute. 

Midfielder Jay-Jay Okocha 
found striker Daniel 
‘Amokachi, the only change in 
the Nigerian starting lineup 
after reclaiming his place fol- 
lowing a knee injury in train- 
ing, and he tapped the ball on 
for Ikpeba to do the rest from 
10 metres. 

He wrongfooted the experi- 
enced Bulgarian captain 


opening round, 
Spain stood on the brink of 


round, 

Now, the Spaniards who 
were so heavily favored in 
Group D, are reeling, perhaps 
about to be counted out in the 


Chilavert bats another one away. 
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‘a humiliating elimination last 
Friday after it was held to a 
0-Otie by Paraguay. 
“Wednesday will be like 
the final,” said coach Javier 


ER EAGLES SOAR IN 
PARIS 


Trifon Ivanoy and then 
slipped the ball past Zdravko 
Zdravkov. “Of course, I'm 
very happy to have scored but 
it is the team that deserves the 
credit,” Ikpeba said. “It was a 
tough game and it has been 
very tough all the way.” 
Nigeria, with two wins out 
‘of two matches after beating 


Clemente. “But if we beat 
Bulgaria and Nigeria do what 
they did to us against 
Paraguay, we can still make 


Although the Spaniards 
forced Paraguay goalkeeper 
Jose Luis Chilavert to make 
several difficult saves, they 
could not dent his net. 
Following a 3-2 loss to 
Nigeria, the Spaniards have 
only one point, tied with 
Bulgaria, 

Juan Pizzi, Luis Enrique 
and Raul Gonzalez couldn't 
find the target, and the second 
scoreless tie for Paraguay in 
the tournament clinched first 
place in Group D for Nigeria. 

Paraguay has (wo points 
and Bulgaria and Spain have 
one each. 

“Tt was a very difficult 
game for both teams,” said 
Paraguay coach Paulo Cesar 
Carpeggiani. “Spain was 
under a lot of pressure, But we 
had a few chances and 1 think 


Spain 3-2 in the opening 
group D clash, did not have it 
all their own way in the bak- 
ing conditions and Bulgaria's 
attackers, led by Hristo 
Stoichkov, had their chances. 

Krassimir Balakoy hit the 
base of the post with a chip in 
the 41st and three minutes 
from time Nigerian goalkeep- 
er Peter Rufai denied Emil 
Kostadinoy with a brilliant 
save, pushing the ball on to 
the bar. Rufai, who had 
looked shaky in the opening 
3-2 defeat of Spain, held firm 
despite causing occasional 
flutters for Nigerian fans in 
the second half, But his save 
from the screaming 
Kostadinoy effort ensured the 
three points went to Nigeria. 

Tkpeba had other chances in 
the 29th and 39th minutes 
while Sunday Oliseh tried a 
few of his spectacular long 
range shots. 

Bulgarian midfielder 
Marian Hristov, who helped 
Kaiserslautern to the 
Bundesliga title this season, 
made his World Cup debut 
after a leg injury kept him out 
of the side’s opening 0-0 draw 
with Paraguay. 


it was a just result. 

“Now we play the best 
team in the group, Nigeria, 
and we will go all out for the 
best result for Paraguay. That 
is to win.” 

Clemente made five 
changes after the loss to 
Nigeria, when his team twice 
lost the lead. “I think we're as 
strong as we can be, but just 
missing spark,” he said. 

Yet Paraguay created the 
first danger in the15th minute 
when a low, 25-yard free kick 
by Miguel Angel Benitez got 
through the defensive wall. 

‘The shot was confidently 
held by goalkeeper Andoni 
Zubizarreta, whose blunder 
gave Nigeria a gift goul in 
their first game in the Cup. 

A chance fell to Spanish 
striker Pizzi in the 21st minute 
when the Paraguayan defence 
failed to clear a cross. The 
striker headed it from 12 
yards, but keeper Jose Luis 
Chilavert punched the ball 
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But, despite some promis- 
ing moves in the first half, he 
was replaced by Daniel 
Borimirov at halftime. 

Bulgaria further reinforced 
their attack by taking off 
struggling Ilian Tiev in the 
69th for Luboslay Penev and 
they soon began to give Rufai 
more problems. 


Bulgarian coach Hristo 
Boney was unwilling to talk 
about his team’s missed 
chances, preferring to concen- 
trate on their last group game. 
He said: “Now we must 
win against Spain” 
Nigeria will need a new 
captain for their remaining 
group match against Paraguay 
after Uche Okechukwu was 
booked in the 42nd minute, 
his second yellow card of the 
tournament, 
A cheer went up in the 68th 
minute when midfielder 
Nwankwo Kanu replaced 
Amokachi, coming on for a 


World Cup debut that would 
have been unthinkable 18 
months ago when he under- 
went heart surgery that threat- 
ened to end his career. 

He showed his strength by 
ripping in a dangerous shot in 
he 77th that Zdravkov pushed 
out fora comer. 

France are possible second 
round opponents for Nigeria, 
but Ikpeba, who plays for 
Monaco said: “France are a 
team we would want to avoid 
— they have scored seven 
goals after all — but if we 
have to we will play them,” 


acrobatically behind the net 
fora.corner kick. 

After Zubizarreta punched 
away a powerfully struck 25- 
yard shot from Benitez, 
Paraguay earned a free kick 
30 yards out and Chilavert, 
who has scored three times for 
his country, moved up to take 
‘a shot at goal. His well-hit 
free kick hit the defensive 
wall and deflected to 
Francisco Arce, whose shot 
was deflected for a corner 
kick, 

‘Aristides Rojas then got 
through on goal, but was 
foiled by a well-timed tackle 
by Carlos Aguilera. 

In the final minute of the 
first half, Raul wriggled clear 
of the defence and shot from 8 
yards, only for Chilavert to 
dive to his right to get his 
band to the ball. Pizzi ran in to 
try and force the ball home, 
but Celso Ayala got ina tackle 
to sweep the ball away. 

Early in the second half, 


pushed a shot from Luis 
Enrique oyer the crossbar. 

“We now depend on others. 
Tt hurts, but that’s the way the » 
competition goes,” said 
Spanish forward Kiko 
Narvaez, 


‘Zubizarreta saved a low shot 
from the ever-dangerous 
Benitez and then dived full 
Jength to his left to keep out a 
curling shot from the same 
player in the 63rd minute. 

At the other end, Chilavert 


Spain’s Enrique and Sarabia of Paraguay ... up close 
and personal. 


aptain for the day 

Davor Suker broke 

the hearts of a bold 

and spirited Japan 
on Saturday with a 77th 
minute winner that took 
Croatia within sight of a 
place in the second round of 
the World Cup. 

The !-0 defeat dashed 
Japan’s hopes of securing 
their first World Cup point 
and all but snuffed out their 
hopes of qualifying for the 
second round, 

Croatia, who beat Jamaica 
3-1 in their opening game, 


have 
Argentina, 


six points, 
ith three points 


after beating Japan 1-0, play 


Jamaica on Sunday and 
Croatia will have qualified if 
Jamaica do not win, 

“Lam yery proud that we 
have achieved our ambition. 


Asanovic in a Sushi Sandwich. 
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SUKER’S CLASS SINKS 
NIPPY NIPPON 


We come from a small coun- 
try but are now part of the 
elite,” said Croatia coach 
Miroslay Blazevic. 

The goal from Suker's 
trusted left foot, created by 
Aljosa Asanovic, had sufficent 
power to beat Japan's goal- 
keeper Yoshikatsu 
Kawaguchi. “It was really 
hellish, difficult to play in 
such weather. But what counts 
most is that we. got the points 
in this historic game,” said 
Suker who scored the decisive 
goal in the 77th minute, 


strength and accuracy in 
attack to turn their bright 
approach play into goals. 

‘Our aim was to reach the 
second round, but there is lit- 
tle chance now,” conceded 
Japan’s coach Takeshi 
Okada, “Today was flattering 
for our players, but we wanted 
to win. But this is not the end 
for Japanese football.” 

Croatia looked leaden and 
predictable and their only 
attacking threat came from the 
speed and power of Suker, 


x ‘ 


The Japanese, like Croatia 
making their first finals 
‘appearance, were the better of 
the two teams in their Group 


Shoji Jo threatens Croatia's goal. 


captain instead ofthe injured 
Zvonimir Boban. 

The Real Madrid striker’s 
deadly finishing skills were 


H clash, but lacked the 


not in working order and he 
missed a series of chances 
including hitting the bar with 
one effort after 73 minutes. 

Japan, backed by the blue- 
clad majority of a capacity 
40,000 crowd, enjoyed most 
of the possession, particularly 
in the first half. 

Inspired, and led, by their 
red-haired midfield creator 
Hidetoshi Nakata, they pro- 


duced most of the variety and 
movement in the game and 
put together several multi- 
passing moves which left the 
Croatians frustrated. 

But only rarely did Japan 
manage to puneture the 
tugged Croatian rearguard in 
which Slaven Bilic, in particu- 
Jar, was in the most uncom- 
promising form, 

Suker headed, volleyed and 
then curled a free kick wide in 
the early stages before Japan 
— one of only five teams to 
have beaten Croatia since 
1991 — produced any danger. 

That came when Nakata 
found Masashi Nakayama 
with a lofted through ball 


BERGY’S RETURN INSPIRES 
DUTCH DEMOLITION 


he Dutch found 

their famed fluent 

passing skills and 

regained their fin- 
ishing touch Saturday to 
humble South Korea 5-0, 
sending the Asians out of the 
World Cup. 


Dennis Bergkamp, starting 
his first match since April, 
scored a brilliant individual 
goal, marking his return to full 
fitness by turning around two 
defenders in the 71st minute 
and firing past overmatched 
goalkeeper Kim Byung-ji with 


Marc Overmars fires home for the rejuvenated Netherlands. 


the outside of his right boot. 

Five Dutch players scored 
as the Netherlands tore South 
Korea apart in the second half 
after going into halftime ahead 
is 


ith the quality players 
we have, you know you can 
score alot,” Bergkamp said. 
“Once you have scored the 
first goal, you know you can 
get more.” 

The result lifted the 
Netherlands to the top of 
Group E and left it needing 
just a draw with Mexico to 
move into the next round. 

Makeshift striker Phillip 
Cocu got a classy goal, and 
new midfielders Edgar Davids 
and Wim Jonk constantly wor- 
tied the South Koreans in the 
reshuffled Dutch lineup. 

“Tam delighted because of 
the result,” Dutch coach Guus 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 23, 1998 


tee. z 
Hiddink said. “We knew play- 
ing like this, sooner or later 
we would score the first goal.” 

‘The speedy South Koreans 
caused a few first-half prob- 
lems for the Dutch defense 
with slick passing combina- 
tions. 

But the Netherlands always 

had the upper hand and took 
the lead in the 37th minute. 
Cocu took a Bergkamp pass 
into space and fired a searing 
left-footed drive low past 
in the Korean goal. 
Cocu was only promoted to 
the striker’s role because of 
Patrick Kluivert’s two-match 
suspension for elbowing 
Belgium's Lorenzo Staelens 
in the Netherlands’ 0-0 tie 
with Belgium, 

But the midfielder looked a 
natural as he constantly 
caused problems for Korea 


with darting diagonal runs. 

“I was very happy with the 
first goal by Phillip Cocu,” 
Hiddink said, “I knew he 
could play on the spot where I 
put him.” 

The Netherlands made it 
2-0 in the 41st minute when 
Jonk deftly controlled a loose 
ball and turned defense into 
attack. Jonk fed Mare 
Overmars, who cut inside 
from the left wing and sent a 
right-footed shot past Kim. 


which the striker took in his 
stride but struck straight at the 
onrushing goalkeeper. 

It was to be Japan's best 
opportunity despite several 
further spectacular efforts 
including one overhead shot 
by Shoji Jo. 

“Now we are thinking of 
beating Argentina, Why not? 
We should aim for the top 
place in our group,” Blazevic 
said, “Besides if we finish first 
we'll play in the evening (in 
the next round), whereas if we 
end up second we'll play in 
the afternoon, and the temper- 
ature is beginning to be hell- 
ishly high.” 


feel the Netherlands 
were invincible tonight,” 
South Korean coach Cha 
Bum-kun said. “They kept the 
ball in the second half and 
scored excellent goals, The 
Dutch are a very Strong tea 
and if they continue playing 
like they did tonight, I believe 
they can win the final, 

After Bergkamp scored, 
Hiddink replaced him in the 
‘78th minute with Pierre van 
Hooydonk, who scored within 
a minute of coming on, head- 
ing in Overmars’s cross from 
close range. 

Ronald de Boer rounded off 
the rout in the 83rd minute, 
taking Jonk’s pass, beating 
two defenders and shooting 
powerfully past Kim. 

“Tt is always good not to 
have to depend on one play- 
er.” Hiddink said. 


Dennis Bergkamp on the rampage. 
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‘magine this. Vieri, 
Viduka and Kewell asa 
three-man Socceroo 
strikeforce. Alas we 

have to do with two brilliant 

strikers, the third, Christian 

Vieri is Italy’s star striker at 

this World Cup. The former 

Fairfield lad scored twice 

and Luigi Di Biagio grabbed 

his first goal for his country 
as Italy beat 10-man 

Cameroon 3-0 on 

Wednesday to break the 

deadlock in World Cup 

Group B. 

Vieri scored Italy's second 
after 75 minutes with a deli- 
cate chip over goalkeeper 
Jacques Songo’o and then 
bulldozed his way through the 
Cameroon defence in the 89th 
to add his second, taking his 
tally in the tournament to 
three, 

Di Biagio had opened the 
scoring with a glancing header 
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ITALY’S ‘AUSSIE’ DESTROYS 
THE LIONS OF AFRICA 


after eight minutes, the high- 
light of a superb individual 
World Cup debut in only his 
fifth appearance for the 
Azzurri. 

“Di Biagio was excellent 
but I wouldn't want to single 
him out as the best player on —— — 
the pitch,” said Italy coach week. draw 1-1 with Aust their I'd like to see it again as I'm 
Cesare Maldini, whose players “All the players have suf- opening match, not sure there wasn’t a foul by 
were heavily criticised for fered together and they all They were ragged and dis- _Vieri.” 
their lacklustre showing in deserved their victory togeth- jointed in the first half and But he declared: “We're 
their 2-2 draw with Chile last er.” only after the interval did they not done with yet.” 

‘Cameroon, who played the truly threaten Gianluca Cameroon gave a late sub- 
whole of the second half with — Pagliuca’s goal. stitution to. 17-year-old 
10 men after “defender “We got a bad start tonight Samuel Eto’o, making him the 
Raymond Kalla was seat off and once we were down to 10 youngest player to appear at 
for a brutal late tackle on Di men it was an uphill struggle,” these finals. 
Biagio, were a shadow of the — coach Claude Le Roy said. Italy's victory took them 
-. side who were unlucky to only “The third goal really hurt. two points clear in the group 


Christian Vieri after goal No.1, 
after the first three games keeper Jacques Songo’o and 
ended in draws. into the bottom corner of the 

‘Their win was also a tribute Cameroon net, 
to Maldini’s decision to shuf- The only slight disappoint- 
fle his side following the ment for the Italians in 

Psi Chile match, throwing on Di Montpellier's La Mosson sta- 
. Biagio in place of Roberto Di dium was the World Cup 
ae Matteo and inserting Inter debut of Alessandro Del 
5 Milan’s Francisco Moriero on Piero. 
7 the right flank, The much-heralded 
a Di Biagio in particular was Juventus striker, recently 
g outstanding and clearly — recovered from a groin injury, 
enjoyed his first international came on as a second half sub- 
goal. stitute but made little impact. 

Roberto Baggio took a He said: “It was good to 
short corner from the left, play 30 minutes. I hope I will 
Lazio defender Alessandro be back up to 90 minutes 
Nesta knocked it back to him soon. I was pleased to play at 
and Baggio swung in acurl- last, but most of ail I’m 

c ing, dipping cross. pleased Italy won.” 

Di Biagio, the shaven-head- He added: “Maybe we were 
ed AS Roma midfielder, not quite so good at the start 
ghosted away from his marker of the second half but that’s 
towards the near post and also because they played bet- 

Goal No.2 for Christian Vieri. headed the ball across goal- ter.” 


Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 
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exico and 
Belgium 
fought out a 
2-2 draw in a 
Group E match played on 
Saturday in sweltering 
heat. One player from 
each side was sent off for 
tackles from behind as 
Mexico came back from 2- 
0 down to grab a point. 

Mare Wilmots struck both 
Belgium's goals, striking 
either side of halftime while 
Alberto Garcia Aspe, with a 
penalty, and Cuauhtemoc 
Blanco scored in the second 
half for the Mexicans. 

Wilmots scored his first in 
the 43rd minute. The muscu- 
lar midfielder found himself 
unmarked at the far post and 
steered a Luis Oliviera cor- 
ner through the legs of 
Mexican keeper Jorge 
Campos. 

“We were 2-0 up and we 
perhaps counted too much 
on our lead. Our attitude 
changed and we lost two 
points,” Belgium coach 
Georges Leekens said. 

“The players lost four 
kilos out there, It was very 
hard to play football. Some 
signalled after only 10 min- 
utes that they were exhaust- 
ed, they wanted to come 
off,” Leekens added, 

“We deserved a better 
result after leading 2-0. With 
‘our experience I believed we 
should have coasted 
through. But a match is 
never finished until the 
whistle.” 

Mexico had enjoyed the 
better of the early stages but 
their options were severely 
limited after defender Payel 
Pardo became the latest vic- 
tim of FIFA’s clampdown 


liver Bierhoff 
saved Germany on 
Sunday with a 
header 11 minutes 
from time in an exciting 2-2 
draw with Yugoslavia in 
their World Cup Group F 
clash, For its sheer style, the 
game was one of the best in 
the tournament, thanks 
largely to the brilliant 
Yugoslays. 

“The team was on its knees 
but in the last 25 minutes we 
showed how you can make 
almost a victory out of a 
defeat,” said German coach 
Berti Vogts after his men 
scored twice in the space of 
five minutes to come from 2-0) 
down to salvage a point. 

“We made the possible out 
of the impossible,” The result 
left both sides level on four 
points and fighting for 
supremacy in the group. 

Before the comeback, it 
had looked like Germany”s 
most memorable contribution 
would come from Lothar 
Matthaeus, making World 
Cup history by playing in his 
fifth World Cup and notching 
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MEXICANS TURN UP THE 
HEAT ON BELGIUM 


on hard tackles. Scottish ref- 
eree Hugh Dallas showed 
him the red card in the 29th 
minute for a challenge on 
Vital Borkelmans. 

Wilmots added his second 
in the 48th minute, running 
on to a neat through pass 


Campos in action in goal for Mexico. 


Bah yee wees we 


from veteran Enzo Scifo to 
beat two Mexican defenders 
and slot the ball past the 
advancing Campos. 

Mexico found themselves 
back on a level playing field 
in the 55th minute, when 
Gert Verheyen was sent off 
for a tackle from behind on 
Jesus Ramirez inside the 
box. Captain Garcia Aspe 
slammed the resultant penal- 
ty past Filip de Wilde with 
his left foot. 

Blanco then gave Mexico 
2 spectacular equaliser in the 
63rd minute. Substitute 
Jesus Arellano found 
Ramirez on the left with a 
fine long pass and Blanco, at 
full stretch, volleyed home 
at the far post. 

“It was a hard-fought 
match,” Mexico's Manuel 
Lapuentes said. “It was very 
tough with the sending off 
that meant we had to play 10 
egainst 11. 

“We suffered a lot and 
then it got a bit more bal- 
anced. We took a point 
away. Of course we would 
have preferred three.” 

The Mexicans had been 
the dominant force in the 


early stages. 

Their best chance came in 

the 10th minute, when Joel 
Sanchez hit the post with a 
glancing header and Lui: 
Hernandez saw his follow- 
up header cleared off the 
line. 
They hit the bar again 
later in the half, when 
Hernandez put a long cross 
over from the right to Jaime 
Ordiales, standing at a nar- 
row angle on the left side of 
atta 

Ordiales crossed high and 
the ball bounced off the top 
of the bar before the 


Belgians were able to clear. 

Belgium veteran Enzo 
Scifo was one of several to 
complain about heat exhaus- 
tion. 3 
“Conditions were unbe- 
lievable, We led 2-0 and the 
Mexicans seemed down and 
out, We were right in the 
match and we just couldn't 
lose it, 

“But then one situation, as 
often happens in football, 
changed it all. 

“A penalty, we're down 
to 10 men and jt changed 
everything.” 


a 


Wilmots heads toward goal for Belgium. 


YUGOSLAV STYLE UPSETS 
GERMAN MACHINE 


up a record 22nd match in 
finals. 

German fans turned out in 
force and 30 who hurled 
tables and chairs at police in 
the town centre were arrested 
before and following a match 
that always had the potential 
as a catalyst for hooliganism. 

Inside, it looked as if the 
crowd was about to witness 
Germany’s first opening 
round defeat since 1986 and 
their first loss to Yugoslavia 
in 25 years. 

The Yugoslavs were 2-0 up 
and dominant by the 54th 
minute and could still have 
considered themselves 
unlucky. 

Neither had wanted to go 
through to the second round as 
runners-up, with a probable 
date with the Dutch, but for 
much of the match the 
Germans looked like losers. 

Then, in the 74th minute, 
the match turned. Substitute 
Michael Tarnat, who had only 
been on the pitch for seven 
minutes, lashed in a free kick 
that looked to take a deflec- 
tion off Sinisa Mihajlovie into 


Five minutes later, Bierhoff 
completed the comeback, 
heading home from a comer. 

“We wanted to reach the 
second round and after this 2- 
2 draw we've got a great 
chance of doing it,” said 
Vogts. 

For Yugoslavia, back after 
six years in the soccer wilder- 
it was as much a case of 
giving the game away as 
Germany seizing it. 

“J feel sad and happy at the 
same time,” said coach 
Slobodan Santrac. “It was a 
very good result but we knew 
the Germans would try to 
keep playing until the end and 
they took the opportunities.” 

Nineteen-year-old attacking 
prodigy Dejan Stankovic 
claimed the opening goal in 
the 13th minute but that was 


‘open to considerable debate. 

Although FIFA agreed with 
the youngster, television 
replays suggested he had not 
touched the ball. 

The cross was provided by 
Predrag Mijatovic, the ball 
hitting goalkeeper Andy 
Koepke on the leg and spin- 
ning towards the goal, It 
bounced off the post and on to 
the chest of Jens Jeremies, 
who may already have been 
over the line. 

The second was far more 
clear-cut. 

Darko Kovacevic banged a 
shot in from the right wing, 
Koepke failed to hold the ball 
and Dragan Stojkovic was 
there to pounce from close 
range with an empty net beck- 
oning. 

Matthaeus came on at half 
time to loud cheers and sud- 


denly Germany, ageing and 
creaky but still stunningly 
effective, were back in busi- 
ness as at every World Cup. 
The arrival of Tarnat in the 
67th minute provided more 
freshness. 

‘The German euphoria was 
only dimmed at the end when 
captain Juergen Klinsmann 
went off on a stretcher, He 
said later that he had been 
winded by a blow in the solar 
plexus. 

There was just one booking 
in a game played on FIFA’s 
Fair Play Day, and that was 
for Matthaeus in the 77th. 

As at the other two venues 
on Sunday, both teams had 
posed together for a group 
photograph before the match. 


Yugoslav celebration 
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he game that has 

been talked about 

so much over the 

recent months is 
finally over: Iran 2 USA 1 
was the final score. 

Hamid Estili scored on a 
counterattack in the 40th 
minute, Mehdi Mahdavikia 
came through with a break- 
away goal in the 83rd, 

The Americans spent 
almost the entire game show- 
ing they really are the gang 
who couldn't shoot straight, 
scoring only with four min- 


ites left when Brian Mebride 
put in a shot off defender 
Naim Saadavi. 

McBride hit the crossbar in 
the third minute, hit the post 
in the 15th and Claudio Reyna 
hit the post in the 33rd. 


Argentina's win meant they 
reached the second round 
along with Croatia from 
Group H. It equals the best 
victory of the tournament, the 
Dutch 5-0 defeat of South 
Korea on Saturday. 

Argentina's other two goals 
were scored by Ariel Ortega 


he France 98 goal 

avalanche contin- 

ed on Sunday 

night when Gabriel 

Batistuta scored the t 

hat-trick within 10 minutes 

late in the second half as 

Argentina beat 10-man 
Jamaica 5-0, 


a“ 


Ortega and Batistuta. 
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“We went on the attack 
from the start,” coach Steve 
Sampson said. “We crashed 
three shots on the posts.” 

It was more of the same in 
the second half. Reyna missed 
a bicycle kick in front of the 
net off a header pass from 
McBride in the 57th. Preki 
Radosavljevic was wide on an 
open header in the 63rd. 
Dayid Regis hit the goalpost 
in the 68th and Frankie 
Hejduk sent a header right 
into goalkeeper Ahmad 
Abedzadeh with the entire net 
to shoot for in the 79th. 

The United States, needing 
a victory following an opening 
2.0 loss to Germany, swarmed 
all over Iran through much of 
the game, but could only come 
up with one late goal. 

“We have to use this match 
as a learning experience, so 
we can play at this level,” 
Sampson said. “But I'm proud 
of our boys. They played like 
Americans, always on the 


attack, never giving up.” 

Before a loud, mostly pro- 
Iranian crowd of about 44,000 
in Stade Gerland, the 
‘Americans were shown they 
have a long way to go before 
they are considered a world 
soccer power. Instead, they 
joined Saudi Arabia, Japan, 
South Korea and Jamaica in 
being eliminated from this 
World Cup. 

Iran's Victory undoubtedly 
will set off months of soul- 
searching in the American 
soccer community and prob- 
ably will lead to the departure 
of Sampson, the first 
American-born coach of the 
national team. 

‘After advancing to the sec- 
‘ond round as the host country 
in 1994, American soccer took 
a giant step backward this 
time. While the U.S. team 
knew it would have a difficult 
time advancing from a first- 
round group that included 
European champion Germany, 


Yugoslavia and Iran, the 
Americans never anticipated 
they would fail so completely. 

Not even Sampson's all-out 
offensive lineup helped. 
Following the dismal loss to 
Germany, he changed five of 
his 11 starters in a move to 
add bite. While the Americans 
generated chances, they failed 
at opportunities for goals that 
most world-class players 
would have put away. 

Before the game, the start- 
ing lineups of both teams 
broke tradition and posed for a 
joint picture instead of the 
usual separate team photos - 
as requested by FIFA on Fair 
Play Day. Iranian starters gave 
their U.S. counterparts white 
flowers, and the Americans in 
turn gave them U.S, Soccer 
Federation pennants. Iran pre- 
sented U.S. captain Thomas 
Dooley with a gift. 

After the game, the teams 
exchanged jerseys, but the 
Tranians did not put on the 


‘American shirts, ‘down when Cobi Jones gave 

The tone was set in the first him a soft pass with an open 
five minutes, when McBride net. 
hit the crossbar and then fell 


Mahdavikia scores Iran's second goal. 


who broke Jamaica’s resi 
tance with the opening goal in 
the 32nd minute and got a sec- 
ond in the 55th. Batistuta 
scored after 72, 79 and 83 
minutes to seal Argentina’s 
emphatic victory. 

“We expected a more diffi- 
cult game. They sort of went 
home after the first goal,” 
Batistuta said. 

Batistuta, currently top 
scorer in the tournament with 
four goals, said he would like 
to finish that way. 

“Of course that’s what I 
came here for, but it's early 
days yet. It's going to be very 
difficult but we'll keep on try- 


if they were going to make 
Argentina battle all the way 
for the points, but they made 
their opponents’ task a lot eas- 
ier on the stroke of half-time 
when Darryl Powell was sent 
off for a second bookable 
challenge from behind on 
Ortega. 

He had been booked as 
early as the fourth minute for 
his first clattering tackle and 
Norwegian referee Rune 
Pedersen had no hesitation in 


sending him off for the sec- 
ond. 

“Playing with 10 men 
against the likes of Argentina, 
France and Brazil is very dif- 
ficult and their skill and tech- 
nical level is very high,” 
Jamaica coach Rene Simoes 
said. 

With Powell off, Jamaica’s 
already tough task became 
even more difficult and 
although they put together 
some well-worked moves and 
threatened to score once or 
twice, the South Americans 
were never in any danger of 
surrendering the points. 

“However I am not making 
any complaints, the better 
team won. I am proud of my 
team,” Simoes sai 

“T had a choice to-make at 
halftime when were were 1-0 
down and down to 10 men — 
do we play and keep it tight 
and try to keep the score to 
1-0 of do I tell the players to 
go out and enjoy themselves 
and show what they can do. 

“Well I didn’t care for my 
repuation, I thought let them 
go and do it and show how 
good they are, let them go for 
goals., Okay we lost by a big 
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score, but they did their best.” 

Argentina went ahead after 
32 minutes with a goal created 
by Juan Veron who provided 
the through pass for Ortega 
whose right-foot shot gave 
goalkeeper Warren Barrett no 
chance. 

Ortega then showed what 
damage he could do with his 
left foot 10 minutes into the 
second half when he made it 
2-0. 

Claudio Lopez sent Ortega 
on his way and he darted 
through the gap between 
defenders Christopher Dawes 
and Peter Cargill before draw- 
ing Barrett and scoring with 
his left foot. 

Batistuta, who scored 
Argentina’s winner in their 
1-0 victory over Japan in their 
opening match, scored his sec- 
ond goal of the tournament to 
put Argentina 3-0 up after 73 
minutes. 

Ortega was involved in that 
goal too, providing the final 
pass for the Fiorentina striker 
to crack home with his right 
foot into the far comer of the 


net. 
Batistuta added a typical 
second six minutes later, fir- 


‘an injury after only 25 min- 
utes, 

But Argentina go into next 
Friday's game against Croatia 
with both teams sure of a 
place in the last 16 and only 
the first and second positions 
in the group to be decided. 


ing home from the edge of the 
box, and added the fifth from 
the penalty spot after Dawes 
brought down Ortega in the 
box. 

‘The only blot on any other- 
wise perfect sunny day for the 
South Americans was losing 
defender Roberto Sensini with 


Argentina celebrates. 


TORLD Cup 
ANALYSIS 


Stuart Jones 


ABSW contributing writer and statistician 


ome things have 

caught my eye, The 

introduction of the 

‘minutes to add on’ 
sign is great for the viewer, 
We know exactly how long 
to go which builds up the 
drama, and as a viewer I 
benefit from it. 

So to the SBS coverage 
‘once more and first though a 
few compliments. The hosts 
(Les Murray and Paul 
Dempsey especially) are top 
notch, They are doing a great 
job and should be congratulat- 
ed. 

‘The postcards from France 
‘are once again brilliant mak- 
ing many of the people I 
know want to go and visit 
France, I remember the ones 
from Euro 96 made me won- 
der how Les could make the 
places that were so ordinary 
seem so very special 
(Birmingham for exmaple!) 

The use of innovations 
such as the 3D should be 
encouraged although I have 
real problems with such views 
proving beyond doubt situa- 
tions that arise, 

To be honest I have been 
disappointed with the SBS. 
coverage. It has been very 
commercial and I can not see 
too much difference between 
what SBS are doing and what 
commercial station would 


do. 

‘The next thing is, if SBS 
are going to advertise their 
program they should also add 
when the kick off is, Many 
would prefer the extra half 
hour's sleep. I have talked 
about this to many leading 
players and they all agree. 

Johnny Warren on occa- 
sion does get stuck in and 
gives us insight into the 
match. Johnny notwithstand- 
ing, I have found the people 
‘Who are supposed to be telling 
us why things happened on 
the field just stating what 


To state the bleeding obvi- 
ous but to analyse why is the 


point surely! 

In five minutes Terry 
Venables stated more genuine 
analysis than the others put 
together. 

Maybe the guys should 
look at the British or 
European coverage to see 
what the role of analyser real- 
ly is, Let’s lift the game lads. 


Croatia's Prosinescki: 
Fantasy World Cup says 
he looks like Albert 
Steptoe!! 


Also, as the program kicks 
off we see Vlado Zoric and 
Mark Babic go up for a head- 
er. ‘Babs’ I can understand 
but how often does Vlado go 
up for a header? Is this a pub- 


icity campaign to show Frank | 


Farina that he does go up for 
headers? The other thing is, 


will Francis Awaritefe (of [| 


Nigerian origin) come out 
with blue locks for Marconi 
next season, a la Taribo West 
of Nigeria? 

‘And by the way, if you like 
fantasy football make sure 
you make SBS aware of it. 
‘The lads do a show through 
the normal English season and 
if we support this experiment 
there is a chance they will 
gain the rights for the shows 
here as well, 

That would be brilliant! 
All the non soccer people who 
haye watched the show I 
know rave about it because it 
is funny even to them There is 
no comparison between the 
footy shows here and fantasy 
football, 


LUB 


SOCIAL RECREATION & SPORTING CENTRE LIMITED 


Mario Etchart 


ABSW South American correspondnet 


‘he skills and talent of Argentine attack- 

ing midfielder Ariel Ortega and the 
opportunism of Gabriel Batistuta were on 
show during Argentina 5-0 thrashing of 
Jamaica... 

After a five minute spell in the first half, 
when Argentina could score three goals, 
Jamaica seemed the get back into the game. 

But the solid South American defence, well 
marshalled by Roberto Ayala, solved all the 
problems created by the Jamaicans, and with 


the inspiration of the unstoppable Ortega 
Argentina recovered the midfield and dominat- 
ed the encounter, 

In the second half, Jamaica, with only ten 
men Was no opposition for the Argentines. 
Ortega who scored the opening goal added the 
second and Batistuta netted the other three, 
with a place in the second round assured. Ayala 
in defence, Simeone and Veron in mdfield, and 
Batistuta in attack had outstanding games for 
the winners. But Ariel Ortega was the star. 


Andrew Akratos 


ABSW Contributing Writer 


| Facey 7.00 a.m Monday morning. My 
is spinning, my eyes are smarting and I 
have a smile on my face. Why? Coz it’s World 
Cup time and like thousands of fans across this 
big blue ball we call home, I am getting my 
daily fix of soccer. 

It's not a habit, it’s not a phase, it's an epidemic 
‘without a cure. Sure, the symptoms can be alleviat- 
ed with hours and hours of soccer, night after night 
after night, but let's face it - World Cup fever peri- 
dically retums like Halley’s Comet and all you 
can do it enjoy the fervour and the passion and the 
-zoals, 

Tmust admit | think it will be an Argentina-Italy 
‘inal but at this stage of the tournament, who really 
cares? I's still group qualifying time and all I want 
48 great games, 

But the World Cup is more about the fans than 
the game I believe. It's every person's chance to be 
part of the greatest game of all and for every couch 
otato out there it's a chance to experience the 
magic of the round ball game on a personal level, 

‘The opening was terrif with the giants and aero- 
bats and the flags and fans but where were the two 
most famous Gauls of all? Where was Asterix? 
Where was Obelix? I mean Footix is a great 
Foghom Leghorn clone but without a menhir in 
sight and without a muttered “These soccer fans 
are crazy” it just isn’t the same. The largest foot- 
ball in the world and Mr SoccerHead were a 
smash hit and I’m looking forward to more jocu- 
‘arity of the insipid kind, 

‘Those good ol’ boys from England once again 
made spending a night in Georgia gaol seem 


attractive once again with their home grown brand 
of “bovver ball” but the truth be said, French 
authorities must be directed by Clouseau with the 
ineptitude they have shown thus far. 

The Japanese on the other hand are making 
their parents back home proud (it brings a tear in 
my eye I must admit) by not only attending all of 
Japan's games and shouting their lungs out but 
then actually cleaning up their mess afterwards 
Stuff “Let's keep Australia beautiful” and doggie 
litter campaigns, the Japanese are really putting on 
the show for the world on the issue of ecological 
responsibility. 

‘The consumption of beer, soft drinks and junk 
food is up 7.2% on 1994, while yellow cards are 
down 3.2%, goals down 2.7% and irritating statis 
tics during the game are up 57%, 

And before I forget let’s hear it for the new 
boys of Jamaica (right on mon!), the US (we are 
the greatest), the South Africans (welcome back) 
and all the others for trying heart and soul to play 
the game the way it was meant to be and the refs 
who once again pose the question “who's your 
father #*#9** referee?” 

‘Well enough of my old fashioned, homespun 
slant on the game of games (the ‘capo di tutti i 
api’ of games as it were) and if God and the refer- 
ees hold true to form (it was a definite handball) 
then it will be Italy et. al. in the final and stomach 
pumps for me. 

So from this 7-11 it’s au reviour to everyone 
‘out there in television land and bonjour SBS crew 
(wouldn't you like see them do the full monty?) 
and goals, goals, goals, 


OF BOSSLEY PARK 


MARCON 


92-94 Parramatta Road, 
Camperdown NSW 2050. 


Ph: 9565 2299 
Fax: 9550 2946 


SEE ALL THE WORLD CUP MATCHES LIVE AT 
OUR A.P.1.A. WORLD CUP PARTY 


33 days of Soccer Extravaganza. 

Apia is showing all matches live direct from France. 
The home of Soccer is open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

Mega video screens and TV facilities have been set 
up on the ground floor and first level of the club. 


A.C.N, 000 196 832 
P.O. Box 6767, WeTHERILL PARK. NSW. 2164 @ TELEPHONE: (02) 9823 2222 e TeLerAx: (02) 9823 3667 


SEE SELECTED WORLD CUP MATCHES 


LIVE AT CLUB MARCONI 


TUESDAY EVENING, 23/6/98 ... ITALY v AUSTRIA 11.30PM 


Second Round match... 
SATURDAY, 27/6/98 Midnight ... Teams yet to be decided 


FREE 


Coffee and Cakes will be provided to all 
Supporters present for the matches. 


Apia — proud spor financing the 
Leichhardt Tige Ciib. 
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ABSW Canberra correspondent 


ere’s one for FIFA, The 

World Cup is bubbling along 

beautifully. Not so much off 

the field — but that is not 
really FIFA’s concern. 

It is not the responsibility of the world 
body to teach manners to young English 
thugs, or to sort out the very public spat 
the Columbian management had with 
striker Faustino Asprilla. 

It can do nothing about mischievous 
French television programers who 
schedule shows which Iran considers 
insulting, or about the thousands of fans 
who claim they have paid for tickets 
which have mysteriously disappeared. 

Where FIFA does star is in its patient 
fine-tuning of the laws of the game 
through the 1990s in order to present 
football product which the overwhelming 
majority of fans on the planet find 
appealing. 

‘There is no doubt soccer was heading 
for danger after the dour exchanges which 
marked the majority of games at Italia 90. 
Negative play, safety first, and the 
avoidance of losing at any cost were 
themes which tended to obscure the 
tournament's finer points, and all over the 
world the predictable chorus went up 
“radical change needed ... make the goals 


bigger ... banish offside ete, ete.” 

‘We can be thankful FIFA is a 
organisation big and powerful enough to 
ignore the mob — and to face down 
media moguls who demand things like 
four-quarter games so there can be more 
advertisement breaks. 

There have been changes over the last 
eight years: It is now far more difficult 
for goalkeepers to waste time by holding 
‘on fo the ball; the offside law has been 
adjusted to give a shade more advantage 
to the attackers, and referees have been 
instructed to be far more harsher with 


those who would seek to substitute brute 
force for skill. 

Other experiments have been tried and 
found wanting. The time-out, introduced 
during the Women's World Cup in 


‘Sweden in 1995, found favour with some 
coaches but was abandoned because it 
was considered too foreign to the basic 
tenants of football. 

No answer has yet been found to the 
penalty shoot out, although the golden 
goal rule reduces the incidence, while 
adding a new and exciting dimension to 
extra-time play. It may be that soccer, 
conceived in a more leisurely age when 
the replay was the practical answer, will 
have to live with it. 

But generally the game has improved. 
In one day last week we saw delightful 
finishing from Italy's Christian Vieri, 
Marcelo Salas of Chile and Ivica Vastic 
(Austria), Brazil remains the team to beat, 
but who can say any team is a certain 
winner or loser in a tournament where the 
one-time minnows have all grown into 
fish capable of swimming with the best. 

‘As we prepare for the next stage it is 

still reasonable to think of a dozen teams 
as possible winners. That is how it should 
be. 
It may have needed a little bit of a 
facelift, but soccer is still very much the 
“Beautiful Game’, and from Bengal to 
Birmingham its lovers remain constant 
and satisfied. 


Stuart Jones 


ABSW contributing writer & statistician 


A Precis of 
World Cup 86 


olombia were supposed to 

jist this tournament in 

celebration and recognition of 

the progress they had made in 
footballing terms. 

However, the 24 team structure was 
too big for the country and they did not 
want to pay the extra funds, 

Neither did near neighbour Brazil, and 
0 it fell to Mexico for the second time in 
sixteen years, and what a World Cup it 
was; Maradona proving he was the 
greatest player in the world at that time, 


ROUND 1 
GROUP 1 
Italy 1 Bulgaria 1 
Argentina 3 South Korea 1 
Argentina 1 Italy 1 
South Korea | Bulgaria 1 
Argentina 2 Bulgaria 0 
Italy 3 SouthKorea 2 
GROUP 2 
Mexico 2 Belgium 1 
Paraguay 1 Iraq 0 
Mexico 1 Paraguay 1 
Belgium 2 Iraq 1 
Belgium 2 Paraguay 2 
Mexico 1 Tag 0 
GROUP 3 
France 1 Canada 0 
Soviet Union 6 Hungary 0 
France 1 Soviet Union 1 
Hungary 2 Canada 0 
France 3. Hungary 0 
Societ Union 2 Canada 0 
GROUP 4 
Brazil 1 Spain 
Algeria 1 Northern Ireland 1 
Brazil 1 Algeria 0 


Spain 2 Northern Ireland 1 
Brazil 3 Northern Ireland 1 
Spain 3 Algeria 0 
GROUP 5 
WestGermany 1 Uruguay 1 
Denmark 1 Scotland i} 
West Germany 2 Scotland 0 
Denmark 6 Uruguay 1 
Denmark 2 WestGermany 0 
Unuguay 0 Scotland 0 
GROUP 6 
Morocco 0 Poland 0 
Portgual 1 England 0 
Morocco 0 England 0 
Poland 1 Portugal 0 
England 3 Poland 0 
Morocco 3 Portugal 0 
ROUND 2 
Argentina 1 Uruguay 0 
England 3 Paraguay 0 
Spain 5 Denmark 1 
Belgium 4 SovietUnion 3 
France 2 Italy 0 
Brazil 4 Poland 0 
Mexico: 2 Bulgaria 0 
West Germany 1 Morocco 0 
QUARTER-FINALS 
Argentina 2 (Maradona 51, 55), 
England (Lineker 81) 


Belgium 1 (Ceulemans 34) Spain 
(Senor 85) - Belgium 5-4 on pens 

France 1 (Platini 41) Brazil 1 (Careca 
18) - France 4-3 on pens 

West Germany 0 Mexico 0 - West 
Germany 4-1 on pens 


SEMI-FINALS 
Argentina 2 (Maradona 51, 62) 
Belgium 0 (0-0) Axteca, Mexico City, 
Mexico 250686 


Argentina: Pumpido, Ruggeri, Brown, 
Cuciuffo, Giusti, Enrique, Batista, 
Burruchaga (Bochini 84), Olarticoechea, 
Valdano, Maradona. 


Belgium: Pfaff, Gerets, Renquin 
(Desmet 66), De Mol, Vervoot, Scifo, 
Veyt, Broos, Ceulemans, Vercauteren, 
Claesen. 


West Germany 2 (Brehme 9, Voller 
90) France 0 (1-0) Jaslisco, Guadalajara, 
Mexico 250686 


West Germany: Schumacher, 
Berthold, Jacobs, K. Forster, Brehme, 
Mattheaus, Magath, Eder, Rolff, 
Rummenigge (Voller 56), Allofs. 

France: Bats, Ayache, Bossis, 
Battiston, Amoros, Fernandez, Giresse 
(Vercruysse 72), Tigana, Platini, Bellone 
(Xuereb 66), Stopyra. 


THIRD PLACE 


FINAL 
France 4 (Ferreri 27, Papin 42, 
Genghini 103, Amoros 108) Belgium 2 
(Ceulemans 10, Claesen 73) (2-1) (2-2) 
Axteca, Mexico City, Mexico 280686. 


France: Rust, Ayache, Battiston, Le 
Roux (Bossis 53), Amoros, Bibard, 
Ferreri, Tigana, Vercruysse, Papin, 
Bellone. 

Belgium: Pfaff, Gerets, Renquin (F. 
Van Der Elst 46), De Mol, Veroort, Scifo 
(L.Van Der Elst 64), Grun, Mommens, 
Ceulemans, Veyt, Claesen. 


FINAL 
‘Argentina 3 (Brown 22, Valdano 56, 
Burruchaga 84) West Germany 2 
(Rummenigge 73, Voller 82) Azteca, 
Mexico City, Mexico. 


Argentina: Pumpido, Ruggeri. 
Brown, Cuciuffo, Giusti, Enrique, Batista, 
Burruchaga (Trobianni 90). 
Olarticoechea, Valdano, Maradona. 

West Germany: Schumacher, 
Berthold, Jacobs, K.Forster, Brehme, 
‘Mattheaus, Magath (Hoeness 61), Eder, 
Briegel, Rummenigge, Allofs (Voller 46). 


30 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 23, 1998 


Dwyght Tuffnell 


WorRLD Cup 


ANALYSIS & HISTOKY 
Graham Cooke 


ABSW Melbourne correspondent 


fhe lack of atmosphere 

at many of the World 

Cup matches has been 
very disappointing. 

The ticket allocations have 
virtually ruled out any chance 
of a half decent atmosphere at 
most of the matches. 

Think back to the Paraguay- 
Bulagria match where it 
sounded like only five people 
were making all the noise. 

Most tickets have gone to the 
French public — they aren’t 
noted for their passion and 
enthusiasm and, although the 
stadiums look pretty full, 
there's something definitely 
missing. 

‘A good point was made by 
one of the SBS commentators 
when he said that most tickets 
have gone to spectators and not 


‘supporters, 

England's debut at the finals 
‘was pretty unspectacular, 

Off the field, some of their 
“fans” have done their best to 
ruin the event, and on the field 
England have a bit of work to 
do to justify the status as one of 
the favourites. 

Coach Glenn Hoddle pulled 
a surprise by naming Darren 
Anderton ahead of David 
Beckham, pretty harsh 
considering that Beckham 
played in all the qualifiers while 
Anderton has played about 20 


games in the last three seasons. 

One bright spot though, was 
the performance of Paul 
Scholes, 

‘The uproar that the axing of 
Paul Gascoigne from the squad 
created now looks rather silly 
after Scholes’ showing. 

He may not have the flair or 
vision that Gascoigne has but he 
isa much more versatile player 
who always pops up in 
goalscoring positions, 

Asian teams have not been 
real competitve at the World 
Cup and it begs the question: 
are four teams from Asia, one 
or maybe two too many? 

Japan have been the best of 
the Asians, expending 
enourmous amounts of energy 
and showing some glimpses of 
genuine skill. 

Their two matches, against 
Argentina and Croatia, have 
been good viewing. 

They have certainly haven't 
been disgraced but definitely 
Jook like bowing out at the first 
stage, 

South Korea, probably the 
best Asian nation in the last ten 
years, are also on the way out 
after two defeats in their first 
two games. 

‘They may have done better 
against Mexico had Ha Seok-ju 
not been sent off early, but 
against Holland they were way. 


out of their depth, 

Tran are in a tough group and 
will struggle to make in through 
to the round of 16. 

Saudi Arabia are heading 
home too, after conceding seven 
goals in theit opening two 


games, 

In 1994 the Saudis made it 
through to the second round, 
And a goalless draw against 
England at Wembley shortly 
before the finals suggested they 
may give the competition a 
shake again, 

They're an unstable bunch, 
little wonder when their 
federation sacks the coach at 
the drop of a hat, just as they 
have done in France removing 
Brazilian Carlos Alberto 
Parreira from his job after the 
second game. 

History shows that the 
Asians, apart from North 
Korea in 1966, have 
performed pretty poorly at 
World Cups. 

But with the increase of 
competitors to 32 for these 
finals, numbers had to be 
made up from somewhere, but 
four from Asia seems to be a 
couple too many and with 
Japan and South Korea co- 
hosting the next World Cup, a 
decent performance from one: 
of the Asian countries was 
needed. 


Roy 


Hay 


ABSW contributing writer and youth soccer correspondent 


he Scottish soccer team is a very 

traditional outfit and it will have to 

break with one of its longest running 
ones next week after a fighting draw with 
Norway. The tradition? 

Keeping the fans on tenterhooks until the 
very last minute, and then, I hear you say, 
failing to qualify for the second stage of the 
World Cup. 

Shades of West Germany in 1974, when 
Scotland and the mighty Brazil were fighting 
for second place in a group headed by 
Yugoslavia. Then Scotland needed a win to 
qualify directly, A draw and it all depended on 
Brazil against Zeire. 

Two-nil to Brazil and the teams were dead 
level. Three-nil and Brazil was in. Scotland 
pulled back to get a last minute draw against 
Yugoslavia and a goalkeeping blunder in 
massive style gave Brazil its third goal with a 
few minutes left. So Scotland went home 
undefeated. 

Scotland will have played Morocco today 
(Tuesday) needing a win to be sure of 
qualifying, if Norway draws against Brazil. If 
Norway wins, repeating its effort in a warm-up 
game earlier this year, then it is through no. 
matter what happens elsewhere. 

But if Brazil wins by a goal to nil and 
Scotland has a one-one draw, then Scotland 
and Norway will be dead level and we will be 
down to the drawing of lots. 

‘All Scots are wondering if the prevaricating 
coach Craig Brown will get the job or the lucky 
Braveheart skipper Colin Hendry. Should the 
miracle happen and Scotland draws by more 
than one-each, it will go through — by less, 
and its out. 

The Norway game was dominated by the 
Scots, but for a team which has prided itself on 
defensive soundness it gave away another bad 
goal, (after two against Brazil, a near post 
comer and an own goal). 


‘This time the Scots were still in the dressing 
room having their tea and biscuits when Riseth 
broke down the left and fired over a cross for 
the other Flo to head home from very close 
range. 

Where were Tom Boyd and Christian 
Dailly? But it should never have come, had 
Scotland buried its chances in the first half. 
Then the aggressive but ineffective Darren 
Jackson got himself booked and ran out of legs, 
and Colin Calderwood fell awkwardly breaking 
his hand, resulting in the substitutions which, © 
coincidentally, and fortuitously, gave Scotland 
the formation its fans, the media, the players 
and everyone but Pa Broon or Mr McFlannel, 
wanted! 

Burley to central midfield and Jackie 
‘McNamara wide on the right, and incidentally 
the mobile Weir replaced Calderwood at the 
back. 

Immediately the Scots looked much more 
balanced and Burley latched on to a long ball 
forward to lob the unfortunate Grodas. Burley 
had another cracker, Dailly planted a header 
narrowly wide and Gallagher got in the way of 
John Collins as the latter prepared to pick up a 
loose ball which the striker had engineered in 
the box. 

Then the Scots ran out of gas and Norway 
hung on for the point which means. it can bore 
the pants off Brazil and try to sneak a point, 

It is said that Celtic are interested in Egil 
Olsen as coach, but if this is the style he 
persists in playing, then no thanks. It may 
produce the best results on paper in the 
qualifiers and friendlies but it adds very Tittle to 
the World Cup. 

Even Jackie Charlton's Irish were more 
entertaining, but don’t take my word for it, ask 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer who knows the 
difference between the way Manchester United 
play and his country. 


im Beazley said he was sorry, John Howard 
wouldn’t say he was sorry but Glenn Hoddle 
should definitely say he is sorry. The England 

manager wouldn't know much about the political 
situation in Australia — he should say sorry to the England 

Soccer Fans, 

: Hoddle has taken all the fun out of the World Cup. 

His decision to send Paul Gascoigne home angered many 

’ England fans but the other countries in Group G wouldn't be 

sorry. 

; ‘They would have been relieved that they now did not have to 

worry about him,and how to keep him out of the game. 

Apart from being a couple of kilos overweight, Gazza was 
given his ticket home because he ate a kebab and had a smoke. 

Hoddle is obviously an anti-smoking campaigner and feels 
eating a kebab so close to the start of the World Cup was 

politically incorrect. 

It’s not as if Turkey had qualified! 

; Early this morning, England played Romania. Let's hope Paul 
Scholes gets another goal and the Poms are sitting on six points. 
Otherwise, Hoddle will certainly have to say sorry. 

{ On the subject of things English, how about those Tunisian 
fans saying they are sorry for causing all that trouble last week. 

As always, the English fans were sitting in a local park, 
having a quiet cup of tea when they were set upon by rival 
supporters. 

As usual, the English fans got the blame. 

Isn't it time we got down to the nitty gritty. It is simply a 
conspiracy to give English supporters a bad name, 

It’s all very well for Tony Blair to rubbish his own 
countrymen — it’s a wonder he didn’t say sorry to the Tunisian 
government, 

‘Then we have Spain's goalkeeper Andoni Zubizaretta. 

He needs to say sorry to his team-mates for that terrible 
blunder against Nigeria, 

‘The 37-year-old was probably contemplating what he would 
do during his retirement when he palmed a cross from the left 
into his own net. 


Mark Fowler 


ABSW contributing writer 


ngland will be facing the 

Romanians this morning 

knowing a win will mean 

automatic qualification for the 
last 16. 

Fresh from a 2-0 win over Tunisia, 
Glenn Hoddle’s men will know they need 
a better performance against a Romanian 
side who not only beat Colombia 1-0 in 
their opening match, but also qualified for 
the World Cup with ease. 

Hoddle will have identified the areas 
that need to be improved, although as a 
first up effort he would haye been happy 
with the Tunisian game. 

Goals for two of his attacking triangle, 
a clean sheet and no injuries of note 
meant it was the perfect start for England. 

Tunisia defended well and did create 
chances, but looked lightweight up front 
and didn’t play with any of the flair 
associated with the other African 
qualifiers. 

England's defensive trio looked solid, 
and going forward Tottenham’s Sol 
Campbell not only looked dangerous, but 
also surprisingly confortable, 

Darren Anderton, a surprise choice for 
the squad, was chosen in preference to 

Dayid Beckham for the right wing-back 
role. 
He was full of running and took up 
good positions, but too often his final 
pass let him down, 
England’s defence is strong and they 

are in the good habit of not conceding 
goals, and with players like Alan Shearer 
up-front they are always likely to grab a 


soa, 

Paul Scholes will be encouraged by his 
superb strike against the Tunisians, and 
Teddy Sheringham will again link the 
different departments together. 


ABSW Wollongong correspondent 


Nigeria won the game 3-2 and the Spanish goalkeeper will 
probably be able to enjoy his retirement sooner than he had 
expected. 

The Italian fans should say a big sorry to Roberto Baggio 


WorRLD CuPp 


ANALYSIS & COMMENT 
Phil Murphy 


Joe Russo 


ABSW Serie A columnist 


s Italy prepare for tonight’s 
(Tuesday) game against Austria, 
they have every right to feel 


Glenn Hoddle knows he will be judged 
on England’s final planning and not on 
the performance of group matches. 

However, another win against 


confident, 

There is no doubt that up front Christian 
Vieri is a tower of strength for the Azzurri, his 
partner in attack has been Baggio; although it 
should be Del Piero, with Baggio tucked in 
behind them. 

Having said this Italy's weakness is 
midfield, Di Livio and Di Matteo, who started 
against Chile, were replaced by Moriero and Di 
Biaggio. Further, Albertini in the Cameroon 
game left a lot of question marks against his 


after he got their team out of trouble against Chile. 

Baggio scored from the penalty spot to give Italy a 2-2 draw. 
Strange he couldn't score from the penalty spot in the last World 
Cup when there was so much at stake, 

Ttalian fans gave poor old Robbie heaps after his 1994 miss 
but it’s great to see they have forgiven him, 

Finally, Scottish fans should say “aye, I'm sorry” to French 
customs officers. 

‘There were hundreds of Scots arriving in France with blue 
and white faces and the customs chaps couldn't identify them 
when they flashed their passports. 

As a result, the fans were asked to retire to the men’s room, 
wash their faces and go to the back of the queue! 

Early tomorrow morning, we will know if the Scottish players 
will have to say sorry to those fans. 

The result of their game against Morocco will indicate 
whether or not the Scottish players will be able to start their 
summer holidays early ... as usual, 


name. 

In defence the great Paolo Maldini is not 
olaying up to his usual standard, but then again 
this is Maldini, Who would dare drop the, 
arguably, greatest post-war left-sided defender. 
Austria have scored the equalising goal in 


Craig Burley: “I'm sorry”. 


Romania and a 100% record after two 
games will silence those questioning his 


the dying seconds of their first two games in 
this group and can not be underestimated. 

In goal for the Austrians is Michael Konsel, 
and he has plenty of experience of Italian 
strikers given he plays in the Serie A with AS 
Roma. 

By the way, Italy last played Cameroon in 
1982 and it ended in a 1-1 draw (the year the 
team captured the trophy), 

They also played Austria in 1990 in the 
opening game of the tournament and beat them 
1-0 (courtesy of a hitherto unknown little 
striker called Salvatore “Toto” Schillaci). 

Italy should win against Austria tonight, 
however, given Italy's traditional slow starts in 
World Cups, the question must be asked: Are 
they playing too well at this stage of the 
tournament??!! Tonight’s game will go some 
way to answering that conundrum! 


selections — for the time being. 


Luigi Di Baggio: Has been a revelation so far for the Azzurri. 


Team Focus: 

HOLLAND 
World Cup Record: Six previous finals - 
1934, 1938, 1974, 1978, 1990, 1994. 
Best Performance: Runners-Up 1974, 1978. 


‘Three stars to watch: Clarence Seedorf, 
Dennis Bergkamp, Ronald De Boer, 


Analysis: Talent to burn, Modern methods, 
beautiful football. So it has been for years. And 
what have they got to show for it in the World 
Cup? Nothing. I tipped them to win Euro 96, 1 
won't make the same mistake again. Horrid, 
stupid internal problems, like racism, un-did 
them. The same can un-do them here, But let’s 


Les Murray 


err on the side of optimism. Their draw is 
favourable. 

Tip: Group winners and semi finalists, where 
they are tracked to meet Brazil, 

(Comments courtesy of SBS website) 
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